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Katie
Level 3 Diploma in 

Hospitality Supervision 
and Leadership

Click here

Olivia
Level 3 BTEC 

Extended Diploma in 
Travel and Tourism

Click here

Nathan
Level 3 IT Software, 
Web and Telecoms 

Apprenticeship
Click here

Faye
Level 3 Advanced 
Diploma in Dental 

Nursing
Click here
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Niyomi
Level 3 Diploma in 

Beauty Therapy
Click here

Cameron
Level 3 Advanced 

Diploma in Engineering
Click here

Shannon
A Level Psychology,
Sociology and Law

Click here

Jamie
Level 2 Diploma in 

Painting and Decorating
Click here

Ashleigh
Level 3 BTEC Extended 

Diploma in 
Public Services

Click here
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Welcome to St Helens College, a place to 
discover who you are and what you are 
capable of.

It all began 120 years ago when we very 
first opened our doors to our students and 
we have been inspiring minds and building 
futures ever since.

Building on our strong heritage, we are 
dynamic, innovative and modern, having 
invested over £7million in our STEM Centre 
and Town Centre Campuses, to give you the 
ultimate student experience.

We have produced thousands of successful 
students that have gone on to do 
spectacular things (you can find some of 
them inside this prospectus).

So whatever your background, ambitions 
and interests, we have hundreds of courses 
to suit you and how you would like to learn.
You could choose from A levels, Vocational/
BTEC courses or Apprenticeships, all 
designed to help you achieve your dream 
career.

If that isn’t enough, our teaching experts 
come with a hefty amount of experience 
and our strong employer links enhance your 
learning, connecting classroom to career. 

So at this stage, you have probably looked 
through prospectus after prospectus and are 
now wondering what can St Helens College 
possibly have to offer me that no other 
college can?

Well, take a look inside and let us show you.

YOUR JOURNEY 
STARTS HERE
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Excellent 
Success Rates

A level results top 
national average at 
98.2% overall pass rate 
with vocational courses 
achieving 100% overall 
pass rate.†

Top of the 
League 

We are the best General 
Further Education College 
in Merseyside for the 
outstanding achievements 
that our 16-18-year-old 
students have made in 
their Applied General and 
Tech Level qualifications. ††

Student 
Experience

Students take part in 
many opportunities 
outside of their studies, 
from trips in the UK and 
abroad to competing in 
regional competitions.

Exceptional 
Progression 

We have excellent 
progression routes 
that can lead to an 
apprenticeship, university 
or employment. 

Outstanding 
Facilities

Two multi-million-pound 
campuses boast realistic, 
commercial learning 
environments from our 
very own salon to a fine 
dining restaurant. 

CHOOSE 
ST HELENS 
COLLEGE
01

04

02

05

03

06

Largest 
Apprenticeship 
Provider
We’ve achieved an 
impressive 74.1% current 
overall achievement rate 
for our apprenticeship 
provision, placing us at 
7.1% above the national 
average.†††

†Based on 2016 A level and vocational results  ††Department for Education League Tables 2017 
†††Department for Education National Achievement Tables 2015/2016
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Transport 
Links 

Getting to St Helens 
College is easier than 
ever with our free bus 
pass and dedicated bus 
service, which operates 
across three main routes.
Click here.

Industry 
Experts

Tutors are experts in 
their fields having held 
successful careers in 
their chosen industry and 
are passionate about the 
subjects they teach.

Inspiring 
Innovation

First general Further 
Education College in the 
Liverpool City Region to 
achieve STEM Assured 
Accreditation, placing 
us at the forefront of 
innovative technology.

07 08 09

Northern 
Logistics 
Academy
We have invested 
£3million in our specialist 
Northern Logistics 
Academy to ensure 
students gain skills in a 
growth sector.

Support for 
Students

We offer financial 
support, a dedicated 
wellbeing service and 
a safeguarding team to 
ensure you are happy, 
healthy and safe at 
St Helens College.

10 11
Supporting 
Growth

The curriculum is aligned 
with the Liverpool City 
Region’s priorities for 
driving economic growth 
in the area, contributing 
to an increase in 
employment and skills.

12
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OUTSTANDING
FACILITIES

Multi-Million Pound Libraries

"Students benefit from good quality accommodation 
and resources..." Ofsted 2017

Proudly Serving Starbucks
£3million Northern 
Logistics Academy
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Award-Winning Restaurant and Kitchens

Construction Site Specialist Engineering
Workshops

Automotive Hub
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Commercial Salon, The Lounge

Dental Treatment Room Indoor and Outdoor 
Animal Units

Mock Aircraft Cabin
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The Flower Studio

Colour and Monochrome Dark Room

Live Recording Suite 
and TV Studios 

Ofsted Outstanding
Nursery
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INDUSTRY 
EXPERTS

Engineering

Dave specialises in 
mechanical engineering 
and has over 40 years’ 
experience in the industry 
across roles including 
Apprentice Maintenance 
Fitter and Mechanical 
Turner. He regularly 
promotes the importance 
of work experience and 
supports his students 
to complete work 
placements.

Travel and 
Tourism

Dan’s career has 
spanned multiple job 
roles in international 
airports up and down 
the country, from 
passenger services to 
communication control. 
His career has taken 
him all around the world 
and he enjoys sharing 
his adventures with his 
students.

Dave Dan
Beauty and Spa 
Therapies

Julie began her career 
as a Trainee Hairdresser 
before working for 
worldwide brands, 
Dermalogica and Medex, 
and ultimately, running 
her own salon. Her 
valuable beauty and 
business experience 
inspires students to 
achieve success in their 
chosen profession.

Julie

10
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Motor Vehicle

Ian has years’ of 
experience as a 
Mitsubishi Service 
Manager and Master 
Technician. His 
industry knowledge 
and techniques provide 
students with the 
opportunity to build 
the foundations for a 
promising future in the 
automotive industry.

Public and 
Uniformed Services

Grant has fought for 
his country on the front 
line and trained officers 
in the Royal Navy. He 
instils his British values, 
discipline and motivation 
in his students every 
day, preparing them for 
a successful career in 
the public and uniformed 
services.

Catering

Ian has a passion for 
food and has worked 
in Michelin starred 
restaurants in countries 
all around the world. His 
knowledge of national 
cuisines is transferred 
to his students, enabling 
them to develop their 
own culinary flair in the 
kitchen.

Ian Grant Ian 

"Tutors prepare students for employment and 
involvement in their local community effectively." 

Ofsted 2017
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MONEY 
MATTERS

Free 
Breakfast
No more rushing around 
in the morning – you’ll 
get a free breakfast at 
College every day!

Free Course 
Fees

You are entitled to free 
tuition, examination and 
registration fees. 

Free Microsoft 
Office 365 
Package

Usually worth over 
£100, you’ll get the full 
Microsoft Office package 
for free.
 

Free Bus Pass 
and College 
Bus

Receive a free bus pass 
for the entire academic 
year and take advantage 
of our free, dedicated bus 
service, available across 
three main routes.

0201

0403

We want to make sure that you can make the most out 
of your college experience. So don’t worry about the 
costs of coming to college. We have it covered. 

All of our students aged 16-18 
are entitled to:

12



WELCOME -  MONEY MATTERS

You may also 
be entitled 
to additional 
financial help 
including:

Free College 
Lunch*
You may be entitled to a 
free lunch at any of 
St Helens College's 
catering outlets up to the 
value of £3.50.

Free 
Childcare*
If you are a young 
parent, you are entitled 
to help with the cost of 
childcare via our Care to 
Learn Scheme. We even 
have our own registered 
Ofsted ‘Outstanding’ 
nursery.

Free Kit and 
Equipment*
You could get a bursary 
of up to £34 per College 
week and financial help 
with essential equipment, 
uniform, trips, travel and 
DBS checks if required. 

*Terms, conditions and 
exclusions apply, and will 
depend upon your financial 
circumstances. 
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Our Town Centre and STEM Centre campuses are less than a 10-minute walk 
from the central bus station and train station, linking to routes across Cheshire, 
Merseyside, Greater Manchester and Lancashire.

TRAVELLING
TO COLLEGE
Getting to St Helens College is easier than ever! 

We provide a FREE Arriva 
bus pass for the whole 
academic year, which you 
can use every weekday 
during term time, including 
evenings. The bus pass 
is available to all 16-18 
year old St Helens College 
students, on a full-time 
course.

By Train 

Plan your bus route to 
St Helens College: 

www.arrivabus.co.uk

By Bus

Plan your train route to 
St Helens College: 

www.nationalrail.co.uk 

WIGAN 15 MINUTES

LIVERPOOL 21 MINUTES

WARRINGTON 30 MINUTES

MANCHESTER 50 MINUTES

St Helens Central train 
station is on the main line 
between Wigan North 
Western station and 
Liverpool Lime Street station. 

14
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As part of the new GCSE grading structure, 
reformed GCSEs will be graded from 9 to 1, 
instead of A* to G.

9

8
A*

B

A

C

7

6

5

4

New 
Structure

Current 
Structure

4 and above = C and above

GCSEs
EXPLAINED

Students being awarded 
GCSEs in 2018 will 
receive a mixture of 9 to 
1 and A* to G grades.

The top 20% of students 
who achieve a grade 7 
or above (A or above) 
in each exam will be 
awarded a grade 9.

As a result of these 
new changes, students 
will not be affected, 
however, the entry 
criteria throughout this 
prospectus is outlined 
under the new structure. 
Use this table as a guide.

E
F2

G1

D3

UU
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HOW DO YOU 
WANT TO 
STUDY?
There are lots of opportunities available to you when you finish your GCSEs and we 
know it can be difficult deciding what to do.

At St Helens College, we have options to suit all students depending on how you like to 
study, the kind of person you are and where you want to go in the future. 

Similar to the style 
of teaching and 

learning at school 
and good for those 

who don’t mind 
sitting exams. 

Choose three A 
level subjects that 
complement each 

other and keep 
your career path 

open.

Working in a 
practical, hands-

on way, you 
will complete 
coursework 

alongside some 
assessments, 

specialising in one 
subject. Great if 
you know what 

you want to do in 
the future.

Apprenticeships 
give you the 

benefits of both 
study and work. 

Earn a salary, 
receive training, 

gain qualifications 
and learn job-
specific skills.

A levels

UNIVERSITY EMPLOYMENT MORE TRAINING

Vocational/ 
BTECs Apprenticeships

Choose 
from several 

professional skills 
programmes, 

combining two 
traditional A levels, 
with a professional 
Vocational/BTEC 

qualification 
and valuable 

work experience. 
Compete for entry 
to top universities 

and coveted 
professions.

Professional 
Skills Programme

WELCOME -  HOW DO YOU WANT TO STUDY?
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SUPPORTING
YOU
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Your happiness, success and education are all that matter.
Online, offline, face-to-face, with friends or trained professionals, we will be there 
when you need us. 

From helping you to prepare for employment, to providing support in the 
classroom, we are dedicated to helping you succeed.

Careers Advice 
and Guidance
We offer free, confidential 
and impartial careers advice 
and guidance to help you 
understand how to progress 
towards your dream career. 
This can be anything from 
finding the right course, CV 
and personal statement 
support, job searching and 
interview techniques to help 
with UCAS applications. 

Access to 
Apprenticeships
Competition for 
apprenticeship vacancies 
is fierce. Get ahead of 
the competition with our 
free, six-week Access to 
Apprenticeships course. It is 
open to anyone aged 16-24 
and you will receive £25 per 

week. Study professional 
CV development and 
interview techniques, 
build your confidence and 
communication skills and 
learn how to search and 
apply for vacancies.

Career Coach
Career Coach takes the 
stress out of planning 
your future and is free to 
use. It provides the most 
current local information on 
salaries, employment and 
job vacancies to help you 
make an informed choice 
about your future and the 
right college course for 
you. To explore Career 
Coach and the opportunities 
available to you, visit www.
sthelens.emsicareercoach.
co.uk

Prince’s Trust 

Improve your confidence, 
gain work experience and 
get back into education 
or employment with this 
free, 12-week personal 
development programme.
It is available to anyone 
aged 16-25 and there are 
many start dates throughout 
the year.

Directions
Enjoy a fun taster of 
a course that you are 
interested in, improve 
your English and maths, 
gain work experience and 
develop your CV. The 
course can last from six 
weeks up to one year and is 
designed for those aged 16-
18. There are various start 
dates throughout the year.

18
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Learner Support
We have a friendly and 
experienced team who can 
provide everything from 
in-class support, access to 
specialist equipment and 
adaptation of materials 
to a teacher of the deaf, 
assistance with personal 
care/health needs and 
mobility assistance. 

Foundation 
Academy
The Foundation Academy 
supports young people 
with a wide range of 
learning difficulties and/
or disabilities. Students 
will have the opportunity 
to gain independent 
living skills, employability 
skills and work on their 
personal development. Our 
healthcare team provide 

support for students with 
personal needs, and our 
learning support officers 
assist students in their 
academic studies.

English and 
Maths
No matter what career 
you go on to - English and 
maths are important. If 
you do not get a grade 4 
at GCSE (equivalent to a 
grade C) - you will study 
English and/or maths 
alongside your course whilst 
at College.
 
Chaplaincy 
Team
The chaplaincy team is 
available to everyone at 
St Helens College, of any 
faith or none, and provides 

support for those who 
need it. We also have a 
'Chaplaincy Hub', a quiet 
and comfortable room 
where you can go to rest, 
think, meditate or pray. 

Wellbeing and 
Safeguarding
Your wellbeing and safety at 
College are very important 
to us, which is why we 
have a dedicated wellbeing 
service for students who 
feel they need help or 
support with a range of 
mental health and emotional 
issues. Our safeguarding 
team ensure every student 
is respected and valued.

For more information 
about student support 

and to get in touch, 
please click here. 

"Staff provide effective information, advice and 
guidance that support students well and enable them 

to progress to further learning and employment." 
Ofsted 2017
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Low Carbon

The region has 
established itself as 
a major offshore wind 
energy hub and is in a 
strong position to capture 
the job growth potential 
from a low carbon 
economy. 

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

As the economy of Liverpool and the wider Merseyside area grows, we ensure that 
our students have access to employment opportunities across innovative growth 
sectors in the region. The areas identified are:

WHERE ARE 
THE FUTURE 
OPPORTUNITIES?

Advanced 
Manufacturing
Manufacturing is vital to 
the Liverpool City Region 
economy, which is home 
to some of the UK’s 
largest manufacturing 
companies including 
Jaguar Land Rover and 
Unilever. Creative and 

Digital
The region has a diverse 
heritage in music, film, 
television, theatre, 
literature, gaming, media 
and digital applications. 

Contributes 

£3.2bn
 to the overall economy

Increase in more than

 18,000 
creative and 
digital jobs

 by 2030

Employs over 

22,000 
people in 

1,400 
companies

20
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"...the curriculum aligns closely to current and future 
skills requirements in the Merseyside region."

Ofsted 2017

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Health and 
Life Sciences

Liverpool accommodates 
more specialist hospitals 
and health centres than 
any other UK city outside 
of London. Research and 
innovation are central to 
activities locally.

Superport

Liverpool is a recognised 
Superport, meaning that 
major shipping ports, 
airports, road, rail and 
logistics assets sit under 
one big hub. 

Visitor 
Economy

This industry is exciting 
to work in, with many 
job opportunities in 
hotels, restaurants, bars, 
retail outlets, theatres, 
museums, travel agents 
and airlines. 

Financial and 
Professional 
Services
Liverpool has been 
trading globally for more 
than 200 years and 
is central to national 
companies including 
Ernst and Young and 
Barclaycard. 

Expected to create 

30,000 jobs 
and 

generate 
£18.3bn 

by 2030

Predicted increase in 
over 18,000 jobs in 
this sector by 2030

Worth £4.3bn and 
supports over 
51,000 jobs

Generates
£170m per year to 

the region’s economy

WELCOME -  FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES
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Our A Level Academy 
at St Helens College 
encourages individuality, 
independent thinking and 
maturity and is a place 
for students to thrive 
and master their chosen 
subjects. 

To enable you to 
achieve your aspirations, 
we provide two 
comprehensive routes 
to university, a higher 
apprenticeship and 
ultimately, your dream 
career. The first route 
allows you to choose 
three A levels from 
an impressive range 
of subjects (explore 
pages 34 to 71) and 
the second route offers 
you one of several, 

unique and exclusive 
Professional Skills 
Programmes. Choose 
from; Allied Health 
Professional Programme, 
Law Enforcement and 
Government Professional 
Programme or IT and 
Business Professional 
Programme (see pages 
74 to 79).

You’ll feel right at home 
with our dedicated study 
environment including 
a study zone, library, 
computer suites and 
social areas. Not to 
mention £1million worth 
of high-tech computers, 
private study booths, a 
new exhibition zone and 
our very own Starbucks 
so that you can grab a 

coffee or a bite to eat 
with friends in between 
classes.

We understand how 
important it is to have 
support and guidance 
from our tutors to help 
you stay on track with 
your studies, which is 
why we make sure our 
class sizes are small and 
the support tailored and 
focussed to meet your 
individual needs. 

We are exceptionally 
proud of what our 
students achieve. Join us 
in September so that you 
too can reach your full 
potential.

A LEVEL 
ACADEMY

23

To find out how to apply and 
secure your place, click here.
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ROUTE 1

We want to ensure that you have the right study programme to enable you to reach your 
full potential, both personally and academically. 

A LEVEL SUBJECT 2

A LEVEL SUBJECT 1

A LEVEL SUBJECT 3

YOUR STUDY 
PROGRAMME

EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION
A qualification which enables you to extend and develop the crucial academic skills 

of research and analysis to boost your university study skills. There may be an option 
for you to add this to your study programme.

PASTORAL 
GUIDANCE

ROUTE 2

WORK EXPERIENCE PASTORAL 
GUIDANCE

OR

OR

IT AND BUSINESS 
PROFESSIONAL PROGRAMME

LAW ENFORCEMENT AND 
GOVERNMENT 

PROFESSIONAL PROGRAMME 

ALLIED HEALTH 
PROFESSIONAL PROGRAMME

A LEVEL ACADEMY - YOUR STUDY PROGRAMME

25
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YOUR
INSPIRATION
We are so proud of our hardworking A Level Academy students - take a look 
at what they have accomplished so far and what they aspire to achieve.

Mohamed Ahtash
History, Sociology and Politics
Cleveland High School (USA)

“Having the opportunity to experience different 
cultures and customs in other countries such 
as Libya and the USA is what initially sparked 
my interest in global diplomatic and political 
issues and studying at the A Level Academy 
has further fuelled this.

The tutors are so supportive and encourage 
us to aim higher and the smaller class sizes 
ensure everyone knows each other!

I have now accepted an offer to study Politics 
at University of East Anglia and once I have 
graduated, I hope to work for the Diplomatic 
Service.”

“The transition from high school to studying 
A levels at College was a big step up for me 
as you are given more independence and 
responsibility than you would have in a sixth 
form environment.

All of my tutors have been so supportive and 
approachable, offering extra revision sessions 
when needed, which I am hoping will have 
paid off come A level results day, so that I can 
continue my studies with a degree in English 
Literature and History at Edge Hill University.”

Jack Clare
Biology, English Literature and History
St Cuthbert’s Catholic High School

26
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“I can honestly say that studying at the 
A Level Academy is the best decision that 
I’ve ever made. Originally, I wanted to pursue 
a career as an Aircrewman but unfortunately 
having asthma prevented me from doing this, 
so I decided to look at another route that 
would fuel my interest in business.

Not only have I made some amazing friends 
but I have secured a place at my first choice 
university, University of Liverpool, studying 
International Business after achieving A,B,C. 
I hope to work within accounting or finance 
one day.”

“It takes me over an hour and a half to get to 
College every day but I do it because I have 
made some amazing friends from so many 
different backgrounds and the A Level 
Academy has such a great community 
environment.

I really enjoy A level Business and how the 
topics we study are relevant to the current 
economic climate. I can’t wait to start my 
degree in International Business at University 
of Salford in September.”

“I find A level Law really interesting, 
especially learning about criminal law 
and although studying A levels has been 
challenging at times, it has also been 
rewarding. I have progressed so much, not 
just academically but as a person. I have 
become more independent and have gained 
the confidence to take me forward in my 
career.

I have accepted an offer at Liverpool John 
Moores, to study a degree in Law so that 
I can work towards becoming a qualified 
Solicitor.”

Damon Frodsham
Business, History and Biology
St Cuthbert’s Catholic High School

Carol Moyo
Religious Studies, Business and Politics

Hannah Grant
Law, Business and Religious Studies
Kirkby High School
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Classroom
A level Law, Sociology and Psychology

Career
Aspiring Psychologist

Joined us from
Rainford High Technology College

“Studying at the A Level 
Academy has developed 
my confidence, 
independence and 
academic ability, in 
preparation for my 
Psychology degree 
at The University of 
Manchester. My passion 
for psychology and the 
desire to help others is 
what drives me to want 
to become a qualified 
Psychologist.”
Shannon Heaton

Connecting Classroom to Career

28



Read her full story at
sthelens.ac.uk/Shannon
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Return to 
homepage

http://sthelens.ac.uk/Shannon


WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

STUDENT
EXPERIENCE

Looking Back at History in Krakow

Our students take part in many opportunities outside of their studies, from trips and visits in 
the UK and abroad to competing in regional competitions and getting involved with College 
events and activities.

Developing English with 
David Crystal

Students Tour London

30



A LEVEL ACADEMY -  STUDENT EXPERIENCE

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Talking Politics with BBC News

A Level Academy 
Employability Week

Fundraising for 
Children in Need

Paris Annual Business Conference
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WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

A LEVEL 
RESULTS TOP 
NATIONAL 
AVERAGE*

St Helens College’s A Level Academy achieved an impressive 
98.2% overall A level pass rate.

100% pass rate in facilitating subjects including English 
Literature, Mathematics, History and Biology.

100% pass rate with high grades (A*- C) in English 
Language, English Literature and Mathematics.

*Based on 2016 A level results
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A LEVEL ACADEMY - A LEVEL RESULTS

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

“I’m so happy that I’ve achieved A*,A*,B in Psychology, Sociology and 
Law, especially as they contribute to my future career as a Psychologist.

I can’t wait to start University of Manchester in September to study my 
degree in Psychology!”

Shannon Heaton
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• Architect
• Artist
• University Lecturer
• Community Arts Worker
• Art Gallery Curator
• Graphic Designer
• Illustrator
• Interior Designer
• Photographer
• Product Designer

Career Options

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

If you’re creative and enjoy exploring a range of disciplines such as fine art, printmaking, 
digital photography and 3D drawing, then this A level could be for you.

You’ll have the opportunity to develop your own portfolio of work, gain valuable insight from 
established artists and designers such as world-renowned typeface designer, Bruno Maag 
and showcase your work at an end-of-year exhibition.

We have strong links with local employers such as Heart of Glass, Liverpool Everyman 
Theatre, St Helens Council Arts Service and The Theatre Royal.

Progression Options

Course University

BA (Hons) Fine Art Painting University Centre St Helens

BA (Hons) Graphic Design University Centre St Helens

BA (Hons) Illustration University of Central 
Lancashire

BA (Hons) Fashion Manchester Metropolitan 
University

Connecting Classroom to Career
An A level in Art and Design could lead to your dream career:

ART AND DESIGN
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Art and Design Tutor, Shirley, says:

A LEVEL ACADEMY - ART AND DESIGN

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

How is it assessed?

You will be assessed by 
examinations at the end of 
year 13 and assessments of 
your practical skills across 
year 12 and 13.

What can I go on to do 
once I have completed 
this course?

The creative industries offer 
an enormous amount of 
exciting and varied career 
paths.

You may wish to progress 
on to degree level study, 
with a BA (Hons) in Fine Art 
Painting at University Centre 
St Helens, accredited by 
prestigious university partner, 

What will I study?

You will study the following:

• Acquire skills, 
knowledge and 
understanding as well 
as the language needed 
to create, develop and 
present high quality art 
work

• Explore a range of 
techniques, materials 
and processes such as; 
painting, printmaking, 
mixed media, digital 
photography, collage, 
3D and drawing using 
pastels, charcoal, inks, 
watercolour, oil and 
acrylic paint

• Understand the many 
different art and design 
methods and principles

• Learn how to use primary 
and secondary sources

• Understand how creative 
aspects influence each 
other

• Explore working methods 
linked to industry 
practice

“A level Art and Design encourages independent thought. It can 
give you a breadth of understanding about yourself and the wider 
world. You will work in specialist creative spaces guided by tutors 
who are passionate about helping you develop as an artist.”

Entry requirements 

You should have five 
GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including a grade 
4 in English and maths. 
You should have excelled 
in GCSE art and you will 
need to have a portfolio of 
previous work.

University of Chester.

Alternatively, you could 
choose from a wide variety of 
degrees at other universities 
such as illustration, 
photography or fashion and 
textile design.

35

A
 L

E
V

E
L

 A
C

A
D

E
M

Y



• Pharmacologist
• Research Scientist
• Chemical Engineer
• Environmental Chemist
• Forensic Scientist
• Medicinal Chemist
• Microbiologist
• Nature Conservation 

Officer
• Veterinarian Physician

Career Options

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Biology is the science of life. By studying Biology at A level, you will develop the skills and 
knowledge that are crucial to making connections and associations between the matter 
around you.

You’ll have the chance to develop your own hypotheses as you investigate molecules, cells, 
organisms and genetics, conduct practical experiments such as animal dissection and 
explore the realms of cell division using microscopes.

Studying Biology could lead to a wide range of biological sciences at university, but it is 
also essential should you wish to pursue a career in clinical professions such as veterinary 
science and medicine.

Progression Options

Course University

FdSc Applied Microbiology University Centre St Helens

BSc (Hons) Biomedical 
Science

University of Central 
Lancashire

BSc (Hons) Conservation 
Biology University of Chester

BSc (Hons) Marine Biology 
with Oceanography

University of Liverpool

Connecting Classroom to Career
An A level in Biology could lead to your dream career:

BIOLOGY
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Biology Tutor, Debbie, says:

A LEVEL ACADEMY - BIOLOGY

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

How is it assessed?

You will be assessed by 
examinations at the end of 
year 13 and assessments of 
your practical skills across 
year 12 and 13.

What can I go on to do 
once I have completed 
this course?

Studying A level Biology 
allows you to go on to study 
a range of degrees at other 
universities or at our very own 
University Centre St Helens, 
studying FdSc Applied 
Microbiology, accredited by 
prestigious university partner, 
University of Chester.

“Biology features in every aspect of our lives. If you are 
interested in learning more about yourself, the world you live 
in and the other organisms that you share the world with, 
then you should enjoy this subject.”

Entry requirements 

You should have five 
GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including a grade 
4 in English, a grade 5 
in maths and a grade 5 
in science or separate 
sciences.

A level Biology is the first 
step to a range of interesting 
careers, such as zoology, 
medicine, nursing, forensics, 
pharmacology, food science, 
teaching and dentistry. 

What will I study?

You will study the following:

• Biological molecules
• Organisms and how they 

exchange substances 
with their environment

• Genetic information, 
variation and relationships 
between organisms

• How energy transfers in 
and between organisms

• Organisms and how they 
respond to changes in 
internal and external 
environments

• Genetics, populations, 
evolution and ecosystems

• The control of gene 
expression

You will also undertake 
practical work in the laboratory 
using various techniques such 
as:

• Using microscopes to see 
cell division

• Dissection of animal or 
plant systems

• Investigating activity 
within cells
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• Human Resources 
Officer

• Digital Marketing 
Officer

• Business Manager
• Chartered Accountant
• Economist
• Logistics Manager
• Civil Servant
• Business Owner

Career Options

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Whether you have a passion for entrepreneurialism or an interest in leadership and 
management, this A level in Business can be applied to a broad range of career 
opportunities.

Business provides a clear introduction to the way businesses operate through the study of 
business objectives, corporate strategy, external influences, accounting and finance, plus 
additional human resources, operations management and marketing topics.

After completing this A level, you will have developed your ability to analyse data and think 
critically, in preparation for university and your future career.

Progression Options

Course University

HND Business University Centre St Helens

BA (Hons) Business 
Administration and Management University Centre St Helens

BA (Hons) Accounting 
Finance

University of Central 
Lancashire

BSc (Hons) Business 
Management University of Chester

Connecting Classroom to Career
An A level in Business could lead to your dream career:

BUSINESS
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Business Tutor, Alan, says:

A LEVEL ACADEMY - BUSINESS

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

How is it assessed?

You will be assessed by 
examinations at the end of 
year 13.

What can I go on to do 
once I have completed this 
course?

You may choose to continue 
your studies at degree 
level with other universities 
or undertake the HND in 
Business at University Centre 
St Helens.

You might even decide to look 
for a higher apprenticeship, 
enabling you to earn some 
money whilst continuing your 
studies.

What will I study?

You will study the following:
• Issues involved with 

creating a business start-
up, such as research, 
planning, and the factors 
that determine success

• How established 
businesses might 
improve their 
effectiveness

• Larger businesses 
which may be trading 
in international markets, 
and how managers might 
measure the performance 
of the business

• How businesses manage 
change successfully

You will be expected to be 
aware of current affairs which 
have an effect on business. 
This will enable you to put 
what you are learning into 
context.

You may also have the 
opportunity to attend an 
annual business conference in 
Paris to gain first-hand insight 
of what it takes to successfully 
run a global enterprise.

“ It’s easy to open a business but it’s an art to keep it open. 
Come and join us to understand the challenges that all 
businesses face in an ever-changing world - and what makes 
some thrive whilst many others collapse.”

Entry requirements 

You should have five 
GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English 
and maths.

The business sector is broad 
and has plenty of career 
opportunities across a variety 
of industries from finance, IT 
and healthcare to marketing, 
retail and hospitality. 
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• Pharmacologist
• Research Scientist
• Chemical Engineer
• Environmental Chemist
• Forensic Scientist
• Medicinal Chemist
• Toxicologist
• Healthcare Scientist
• University Lecturer
• Science Writer

Career Options

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Chemistry is the study of all chemical compositions and processes, in order to better 
understand the way in which materials are structured and how they react in certain situations.

By studying Chemistry at A level, you’ll explore atomic structure, thermodynamics and 
periodicity whilst conducting practical experiments in the laboratory such as inorganic tests 
and redox titrations.

Upon completing this A level, you’ll have developed valuable laboratory skills and chemical 
techniques in preparation for university and your future career.

Progression Options

Course University

BSc (Hons) Pharmaceutical 
Chemistry

Manchester Metropolitan 
University

BSc (Hons) Natural Sciences University of Chester

BEng (Hons) Chemical 
Engineering University of Manchester

BSc (Hons) Forensic Science Liverpool John Moores 
University

Connecting Classroom to Career
An A level in Chemistry could lead to your dream career:

CHEMISTRY
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Chemistry Tutor, Debbie, says:

A LEVEL ACADEMY - CHEMISTRY

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

How is it assessed?

You will be assessed by 
examinations at the end of 
year 13 and assessments of 
your practical skills across 
year 12 and 13.

What can I go on to do 
once I have completed 
this course?

Upon completion of this A 
level, you will have developed 
practical laboratory skills, 
problem-solving skills and 
organisation skills to enable 
you to progress on to the next 
stage of your education.

This A level can lead to 
a wide range of degree 

What will I study?

You will cover the following 
units:

• Physical: atomic 
structure, bonding, 
energetics, kinetics, 
equilibrium, 
electrochemical, 
thermodynamics, acids 
and basis

• Inorganic: periodicity, 
group 2 metals and the 
halogens, period 3 and 
their oxides, transition 
metals and reactions of 
ions

• Organic: alkanes, 
alkenes, alcohols and 
organic analysis, optical 
isomerism, aldehydes 
and ketones, aromatic 
chemistry and organic 
synthesis

In addition to this, you will 
also undertake practical work 
in the laboratory using various 
experimental techniques such 
as redox titrations, inorganic 
tests and purifying an organic 
solid.

“Chemistry has radically improved our quality of life from 
the medicine we take to prevent an illness, to the detergents 
we use to clean our clothes. Explore what we, and our world 
are made of and how they fit together.”

Entry requirements 

You should have five 
GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including a grade 
4 in English, a grade 5 
in maths and a grade 5 
in science or separate 
sciences.

courses, such as medicine, 
veterinary science, dentistry 
or biochemistry.

You could go on to secure 
a career in a range of fields 
including geology, physical 
geography, engineering,  
physiotherapy, analytical 
chemistry, forensics or 
material science.
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• Multimedia Programmer
• Software Engineer
• Security Architect
• Website Developer
• Database Administrator
• Computer Systems 

Engineer
• Business Intelligence 

Analyst
• Software Developer

Career Options

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Computer Science is the exploration of the theory and practice behind computer systems, 
networks, hardware and software engineering. 

With extensive advancements in technology, you’ll be developing your knowledge of computer 
science at a more complex level, from understanding the fundamentals of programming and 
computation theories to computer architecture and server security. 

Computer Science is a very creative subject that combines invention and methodical thinking, 
and provides a strong platform for progressing on to university and a career within computing 
and IT.

Progression Options

Course University

FdSc Computing University Centre St Helens

BA (Hons) Computer Science University of Chester

BSc (Hons) Computing 
(Games Programming) Edge Hill University 

BSc (Hons) Computer 
Forensics and Security 

Manchester Metropolitan 
University 

Connecting Classroom to Career
An A level in Computer Science could lead to your dream career:

COMPUTER SCIENCE
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Computer Science Tutor, Steve, says:

A LEVEL ACADEMY - COMPUTER SCIENCE

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

How is it assessed?

You will be assessed by 
examinations at the end 
of year 13 and a practical 
investigation.

What can I go on to do 
once I have completed 
this course?

Upon completion of this A 
level, you’ll have developed 
practical skills associated 
with the development 
of software solutions for 
desktops and distributed 
platforms, as well as 
hardware and software 
infrastructures, systems 
engineering, relational 

What will I study?

You will look at many of the 
essential areas in the field of 
computer science, in addition 
to applying your skills to 
structured practical tasks.

Throughout this A level, you 
will cover the following:

• Fundamentals of 
programming

• Data structures and 
representation

• Computation theories
• Computer architecture
• Communications and 

networking
• Server architecture and 

security

You will also be encouraged 
to use computational thinking 
and algorithms to solve 
problems. Problem-solving 
is a valuable skill that can be 
transferred to a wide variety 
of business, scientific and 
social contexts.

“Computer Science is so much more than data, coding and 
networking, it teaches you how to think and how to use your 
imagination.”

Entry requirements 

You should have five 
GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including a grade 
4 in English and a grade 
5 in maths. Although 
a GCSE in computing 
would be desirable, it is 
not essential. 

database theory and current 
trends requiring big data 
solutions.

You’ll have the opportunity 
to progress on to a university 
degree in the field of 
computing at University 
Centre St Helens or other 
universities.

Alternatively, you may 
decide to complete an 
apprenticeship and earn 
while you learn.
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• Graphic Designer
• Art Gallery Curator
• Photographer
• Interior Designer
• Games Artist
• University Lecturer
• Product Designer
• CAD Technician
• Industrial Designer
• Automotive Engineer

Career Options

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

A level Design Technology: Product Design (3D) combines the practical aspects of engineering 
with the skills and mind-set of a designer, as you explore the key relationships between 
design, manufacturing, materials and marketing.

You’ll work your way through the stages of production, from an original idea to prototype and 
beyond, considering environmental and sustainability issues, costs, safety considerations, 
materials and market influences.

Studying this A level will develop your technical skills, creativity and problem-solving skills in 
preparation for university and a successful career within the design industry.

Progression Options

Course University

BA (Hons) Graphic Design University Centre St Helens

BSc (Hons) Product Design 
Engineering

Liverpool John Moores 
University

BA (Hons) Product Design University of Central 
Lancashire

BEng (Hons) Industrial Design University of Liverpool

Connecting Classroom to Career
An A level in Design Technology: Product Design (3D) could lead to your dream career:

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY: 
PRODUCT DESIGN (3D)
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Design Technology Tutor, Steve, says:

A LEVEL ACADEMY - DESIGN TECHNOLOGY:     
PRODUCT DESIGN (3D)

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

How is it assessed?

You will be assessed by 
written examinations at the 
end of year 13, a design 
portfolio and manufactured 
outcome.

What can I go on to do 
once I have completed 
this course?

This A level combines 
the practical aspects of 
engineering and design, 
meaning that the range of 
options available to you are 
wide and varied.

You may choose to study at 
degree level or earn whilst 
you learn with a higher 
apprenticeship.

What will I study?

You will study the following 
units:

• Materials and 
components

• Design and market 
influences

• Processes and 
manufacturing

You will look at the use of 
materials and components 
from a variety of angles 
including appropriate use, 
sustainability, cost and 
environmental factors.

In addition to this, you will 
develop knowledge and 
understanding of the broader 
design issues such as 
environmental sustainability, 
inclusive design and 
consumer safety.

Students will also learn the 
methods by which materials 
and components can be 
manipulated to manufacture 
products, and through 
their workshop experience, 
understand health and safety 
considerations.

“Originality and creativity is allowing yourself to make 
mistakes, whether big or small. Design is about knowing 
which ones to keep hold of. Study Design Technology and 
learn how to bring your ideas to life.”

Entry requirements 

You should have at least 
five GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English 
and a grade 5 in maths.

This could lead to a variety 
of careers in advertising, 
architecture, computer 
animation, engineering, 
interior design, fashion 
design or graphic design.

45

A
 L

E
V

E
L

 A
C

A
D

E
M

Y



• Theatre Director
• Broadcast Presenter
• Actor/Actress
• TV/Film Producer
• Drama Therapist
• Sound Engineer
• Community Arts Worker
• Dancer
• Music Therapist
• Events Manager

Career Options

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Drama and Theatre combines the study of directors, practitioners and playwrights such 
as Shakespeare, Ibsen and Brecht with performance skills, confidence and the ability to 
interpret and analyse drama.

You’ll have the opportunity to attend a range of theatrical productions, and will adopt roles 
such as performer, director or designer to learn how to create and develop original ideas. 

Experienced tutors will encourage you to develop your acting, creative skills and confidence 
in preparation for university and a future career in this creative industry.

Progression Options

Course University

FdA Theatre and Performance University Centre St Helens

BA (Hons) Management of Music, 
Entertainment, Theatre & Events

The Liverpool Institute for 
Performing Arts 

BA (Hons) Music Theatre University of Central 
Lancashire

BA (Hons) Education, Theatre 
and Performance 

Manchester Metropolitan 
University

Connecting Classroom to Career
An A level in Drama and Theatre could lead to your dream career:

DRAMA AND THEATRE
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Drama and Theatre Tutor, Ian, says:

A LEVEL ACADEMY - DRAMA AND THEATRE 

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

How is it assessed?

You will be assessed 
by examinations at the 
end of year 13 and two 
performance pieces. Both 
performance pieces also 
require submission of either a 
working notebook or reflective 
report.

What can I go on to do 
once I have completed 
this course?

A level Drama and Theatre 
opens up a whole range of 
career opportunities as you 
will have the ability to work in 
a team, the confidence to talk 
to large groups of people and 
the ability to adapt to various 
situations.

“Picture yourself on stage, in front of the camera, or behind the 
scenes writing or directing. This A level inspires and challenges 
those who wish to step outside of their comfort zone and explore 
what it takes to enter the world of expressive arts.”

Entry requirements 

You should have five 
GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English 
and maths. Although a 
GCSE in drama would 
be desirable, it is not 
essential. 

This course will prepare you 
for degree level study at 
University Centre St Helens 
with our FdA in Theatre and 
Performance or other relevant 
degrees at other universities.

This is the first step to 
securing a career in 
professional acting, 
community theatre, directing, 
writing, motivational speaking 
and teaching.

What will I study?

This A level covers the three 
following units:

• Drama and theatre
• Creating original drama
• Making theatre

This includes analysis of 
plays, in relation to the ways 
in which style, form, dramatic 
structure and characterisation 
can be interpreted and 
realised in performance, 
including the social, historical 
and cultural context of the 
plays.

You will also attend a range of 
productions, and undertake 
appropriate research prior to 
the performance. 

For the creating original 
drama and making theatre 
units, you will adopt roles 
such as performer, director 
or designer and learn how to 
create and develop original 
ideas to communicate 
meaning as part of the theatre 
making process. 
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• Digital Copywriter
• Editorial Assistant
• Marketing Officer
• School Teacher
• Journalist
• Public Relations Officer
• Speech Therapist
• Publishing Editor
• Writer
• Civil Servant

Career Options

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Delve into the English language through the study of a range of texts and mediums, including 
song lyrics, excerpts from Facebook or Twitter, media, online communication, film, TV and 
newspaper articles.

You’ll explore how language is used in the media to influence and inform the public and 
develop an understanding of how and why language is used in various contexts.

Studying English Language demonstrates to universities and future employers that you have 
excellent reading and writing skills, the ability to communicate effectively and concisely and 
an in-depth understanding of one of the most common languages in the world.

Progression Options

Course University

BA (Hons) Journalism University of Central 
Lancashire

BA (Hons) Creative Writing Manchester Metropolitan 
University

BA (Hons) English Language Edge Hill University

BA (Hons) Marketing Liverpool John Moores 
University

Connecting Classroom to Career
An A level in English Language could lead to your dream career:

ENGLISH LANGUAGE
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English Language Tutor, Claire, says:

A LEVEL ACADEMY - ENGLISH LANGUAGE

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

• Language in action

You will explore and analyse 
language data and carry 
out two pieces of individual 
research - a language 
investigation and a piece 
of original writing with a 
commentary.

How is it assessed?

You will be assessed by a 
combination of examinations 
and non-examined 
assessments including both 
an investigation and a piece 
of original writing.

“The English language is the most universal language in 
history. Through the study of this, you can decipher the 
origin and meaning, tracing it back to its very roots.”

Entry requirements 

You should have five 
GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including a grade 
4 in maths and preferably 
a grade 5 in English. 

What can I go on to do 
once I have completed 
this course?

An A level in English 
Language shows that you 
have excellent reading and 
writing skills, the ability to 
communicate effectively and 
an understanding of one of 
the most common languages 
in the world.

You could progress on to 
university before securing 
a career in the media, 
journalism, publishing, 
business, speech therapy or 
teaching.

What will I study?

During this A level, you will 
cover the following:

• Language, the individual 
and society

You will consider various 
techniques writers use and 
evaluate their effectiveness 
and how they create 
meanings. You will also 
study how children acquire 
language, the various 
stages of development, and 
make links between social 
interaction and language 
acquisition.

• Language varieties, 
diversity and change

You will explore varieties of 
English, including attitudes 
to language diversity and 
language in social and 
geographical contexts. This 
will include looking at accent 
and dialect as well as how 
factors such as age, gender 
and occupation can affect 
language use. You will also 
explore language in different 
contexts from 1600 to the 
present day.
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• Advertising Copywriter
• Editorial Assistant
• Public Relations Officer
• School Teacher
• Journalist
• Marketing Executive
• Researcher
• Publishing Assistant
• Writer
• Screenwriter

Career Options

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

A level English Literature explores the works of famous writers, allowing you to develop your 
own ideas and interpretations of some of the most notable novels, plays and poems of all 
time.

You’ll analyse and compare various texts such as Charlotte Brontë’s Jane Eyre and 
Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew, to gain a strong understanding of the writer’s 
motives and methods.

Studying English Literature will enhance your skills in analytical thinking, research and writing, 
enabling you to demonstrate these abilities to universities and future employers. 

Progression Options

Course University

BA (Hons) English Literature University of Central 
Lancashire

BA (Hons) Creative Writing Manchester Metropolitan 
University

BA (Hons) Advertising and 
Journalism University of Chester

BA (Hons) Journalism Liverpool John Moores 
University

Connecting Classroom to Career
An A level in English Literature could lead to your dream career:

ENGLISH LITERATURE

50



English Literature Tutor, Kate, says:

A LEVEL ACADEMY - ENGLISH LITERATURE

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

additional contextual and 
interpretational elements will 
also be included.

You will be encouraged to 
engage with the texts, identify 
with characters and gain a 
comprehensive knowledge 
of the author’s motives and 
methods.

How is it assessed?

You will be assessed by 
examinations at the end of 
year 13 and a non-examination 
assessment of texts.

“English Literature extends beyond Shakespeare, Austen 
and Brontë. It’s the ability to develop the imagination of an 
artist and the analytical skills of a scientist.”

Entry requirements 

You should have five 
GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including maths 
and a grade 5 in English.

What can I go on to do 
once I have completed 
this course?

At the end of this A level, 
you will have developed your 
intellect, analytical thinking 
and writing skills, which are 
crucial when choosing to 
progress on to university and 
enter employment.

This A level extends across 
a wide variety of career 
pathways from media, 
journalism and publishing to 
law, teaching and business.

What will I study?

During this A level, you will 
study a range of literature 
from Chaucer to present 
day on the subject of ‘love 
through the ages’ and either 
pre or post World War 2 
literature. Texts previously 
studied include:

• The Handmaid’s Tale by 
Margaret Atwood

• Jane Eyre by Charlotte 
Brontë

• Wuthering Heights by 
Emily Brontë

• Pride and Prejudice by 
Jane Austen

• The Taming of the Shrew 
and Othello by William 
Shakespeare

• Farewell to Arms by 
Ernest Hemmingway

• Journey’s End by R.C. 
Sherriff

Wherever possible, you will 
attend theatre performances 
to enhance your 
understanding of these texts.

Other forms of literature 
including poetry and 
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• Historian
• Museum/Gallery 

Curator
• School Teacher
• Social Researcher
• Archaeologist 
• Archivist
• Broadcast Journalist
• Civil Service 

Administrator

Career Options

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Historical events have shaped society worldwide into what it is today and by understanding 
how people lived in the past, we are able to understand why people act the way they do today.

A level History explores the value and significance of world events in the past, providing a 
deeper understanding of social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity. 

You’ll investigate the industrial revolution in Britain, research what shaped the USA into a 
super state from 1865 to 1975 and explore the making of modern Britain.

Progression Options

Course University

BA (Hons) Criminal Justice  University Centre St Helens

BA (Hons) History Liverpool John Moores 
University

BA (Hons) Economics 
and History University of Chester

BSc (Hons) Archaeology University of Liverpool

Connecting Classroom to Career
An A level in History could lead to your dream career:

HISTORY
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History Tutor, David, says:

A LEVEL ACADEMY - HISTORY

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

How is it assessed?

You will be assessed by 
examinations at the end of 
year 13 which will assess 
both your source analysis 
skills and your broader essay 
writing ability.

You will also undertake a 
historical investigation worth 
20% of your overall A level.

What can I go on to do 
once I have completed this 
course?

A level History is excellent 
preparation for a wide variety 
of degrees from history and 
politics to sociology and law.

Students who go on to study 

What will I study?

Over the course of this 
A level, you will focus on 
three separate periods of 
history, looking at Britain 
primarily but also the USA.

You will cover the following 
units: 

• The making of modern 
Britain: Britain 1951 - 
2007

• The making of a 
superpower: USA 1865 
- 1975

• The industrial revolution 
in Britain

Studying A level History 
demonstrates to employers 
and universities that you have 
the ability to make decisions 
based on evidence, are open 
minded and interested in 
worldwide events.

You will also develop 
transferable skills such as 
organisation, analytical 
thinking and evaluation. 

“History is filled with the fascinating, the unbelievable and the 
unthinkable. You’ll look back at some of the major events and 
personalities that have shaped the world we know today.”

Entry requirements 

You should have at least 
five GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English 
and maths. There is no 
requirement to have 
studied a subject relating 
to history at GCSE level.

history at university, could 
secure a career in a number 
of fields, such as:

• Law
• Historical research
• Archaeology
• Teaching
• Social research
• Heritage
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• Solicitor
• Chartered Accountant
• Barrister
• University Lecturer
• Business Manager
• Public Relations Officer
• Chartered Legal 

Executive
• Paralegal
• Tax Adviser

Career Options

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Law plays a pivotal role in our society, affecting many aspects of our lives from protecting our 
human rights and property to enforcing justice. 

You will develop your knowledge of the legal system, understanding how it works, how laws 
are made, the roles of legal professionals and the exploration of the rights and wrongs of the 
law.

By studying Law, you’ll develop your ability to analyse and solve problems, communicate 
arguments clearly and think critically. 

Progression Options

Course University

BA (Hons) Criminal Justice University Centre St Helens

BSc (Hons) Criminology University of Chester

BA (Hons) Law with Politics University of Manchester

LLB (Hons) Law University of Liverpool

Connecting Classroom to Career
An A level in Law could lead to your dream career:

LAW
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Law Tutor, Nicola, says:

A LEVEL ACADEMY - LAW

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Further law
• Aspects of contract law 

including formation, 
terms and remedies

• The nature of law 
including how law 
interacts with morality, 
justice, society and 
technology

You will learn to explore and 
evaluate legal positions, 
share your opinion and 
respect the opinion of others.

How is it assessed?

You will be assessed by 
examinations at the end of 
year 13.

What will I study?

During this A level, you will 
cover the following units:

The legal system and criminal 
law

• Civil courts and criminal 
courts

• Solving disputes
• People in the legal 

system
• Access to justice
• Aspects of criminal law 

such as fatal offences, 
non-fatal offences, 
property offences and 
defences

Law making and the law of 
tort

• How laws are made by 
Parliament and other 
bodies

• How laws are interpreted
• How law can be 

reformed
• European law
• Aspects of tort law such 

as negligence, liability 
of others, defences and 
remedies

“Through learning the law, we can better understand how to 
make a positive difference in society.”

Entry requirements 

You should have five 
GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English 
and maths.

What can I go on to do 
once I have completed 
this course?

There are many degree 
courses and careers that 
are complemented by an A 
level in Law, including the BA 
(Hons) in Criminal Justice at 
University Centre St Helens.

A level Law could lead to a 
number of careers such as:

• Journalism
• Teaching
• Management
• Public relations
• Local and central 

government

55

A
 L

E
V

E
L

 A
C

A
D

E
M

Y



• Quantity Surveyor
• Investment Banker
• Statistician
• School Teacher
• Software Tester
• Chartered Accountant
• Research Maths 

Scientist 
• Actuarial Analyst
• Systems Developer

Career Options

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

A level Mathematics is very different in comparison to the knowledge and skills you will have 
previously gained at GCSE level. 

You’ll take a more investigative approach, understanding how mathematics is used to model 
real-life situations such as genetic inheritance, pin codes, putting hardware into space and 
building to withstand earthquakes.

Extending your knowledge of algebra, trigonometry, geometry and statistics, you’ll learn how 
to solve problems using graphical calculators and computer packages. 

Progression Options

Course University

FdSc Computing University Centre St Helens

BSc (Hons) Computer Science Edge Hill University

BSc (Hons) Civil Engineering  University of Salford 

BSc (Hons) Mathematics 
and Physics 

Liverpool John Moores 
University

Connecting Classroom to Career
An A level in Mathematics could lead to your dream career:

MATHEMATICS

56



Mathematics Tutor, Colin, says:

A LEVEL ACADEMY - MATHEMATICS

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

How is it assessed?

You will be assessed by 
examinations at the end of 
year 13.

What can I go on to do 
once I have completed 
this course?

You will gain the background 
knowledge required for many 
academic degree courses, 
including mathematics, 
science, engineering, 
economics, finance and 
computing.

Mathematical skills such as 
logical thinking, problem- 
solving and decision making 
are recognised as invaluable 

What will I study?

You will extend your 
knowledge of algebra, 
trigonometry, geometry and 
statistics and will learn how 
mathematics is used to model 
real-life situations.

This will enable you to 
understand, construct and 
make predictions about 
systems as diverse as:

• Genetic inheritance
• Pin codes
• Group behaviour
• Putting hardware into 

space
• Impact of ice on 

electrical cables
• Building to withstand 

earthquakes

You will also learn how to 
analyse and interpret data 
as well as develop valuable 
problem-solving skills, 
which are highly valued by 
universities and employers.

“Mathematics is a part of everyday life. You use mathematics 
when visiting the bank, buying a car or even following a cooking 
recipe. You use principles of mathematics in everything you do, so 
why not learn about the thing you use every single day?”

Entry requirements 

You should have five 
GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including a grade 
4 in English and grade 5 
in maths.

and can be applied to a 
wide range of careers from 
medicine and engineering to 
business and banking.

57

A
 L

E
V

E
L

 A
C

A
D

E
M

Y



• Journalist 
• Editorial Assistant
• Advertising Executive
• Event Organiser 
• Multimedia Specialist
• Digital Copywriter
• Broadcast Journalist
• UX Designer
• Market Researcher
• Public Relations Officer

Career Options

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Media Studies is a creative and interesting subject to explore, focusing on both new and 
traditional technologies such as TV, radio and press.

Through the study of genre, narrative, audience and representation, you’ll develop your 
understanding of the media and its importance in the world today.

By studying Media Studies, you’ll enhance your ability to analyse key media concepts and 
platforms, investigate and debate media and produce work according to your own interests.

Progression Options

Course University

FdSc Media Production University Centre St Helens

BA (Hons) Media, Culture 
and Communication 

Liverpool John Moores 
University

BA (Hons) Digital Media University of Salford

BA (Hons) Advertising University of Central 
Lancashire

Connecting Classroom to Career
An A level in Media Studies could lead to your dream career:

MEDIA STUDIES
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Media Studies Tutor, Nicola, says:

A LEVEL ACADEMY - MEDIA STUDIES

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

How is it assessed?

You will be assessed by a 
combination of examinations 
at the end of year 13 and 
practical assessments.

What can I go on to do 
once I have completed 
this course?

An A level in Media Studies 
will create a broad range of 
career opportunities.

You may choose to progress 
on to University Centre St 
Helens, studying our FdSc 
Media Production or apply to 
other universities.

This could lead to a variety 
of career opportunities in TV, 

What will I study?

Media is constantly changing 
as audiences today have 
access to a huge number 
of channels that enable us 
to receive news, advertising 
and entertainment. With this 
you will study a wide range of 
media aspects which include:

• Media in context
• Language
• Representation
• Media industries
• Audiences

In addition, you will explore 
various media texts from 
television and print to web 
and film, developing your 
understanding of the media 
and its importance in the 
world today.

You will have the opportunity 
to produce a media project 
using industry standard 
equipment, which may be a 
print production (magazine 
publication, advertising 
campaign) or a video 
production (film trailer, music 
video).

“Media has dominated the world, from the way we access vital 
information to the way we spend our time. Media is used in almost 
everything we do. Learn about media and master skills in a range 
of aspects that have such an influence in our lives.”

Entry requirements 

You should have at least 
five GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English 
and maths.

film, journalism, marketing or 
the design industries.

Additional information

You will not be expected to 
buy any media equipment 
for this A level as St Helens 
College will provide this.
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• Physiotherapist
• Sports Development 

Officer
• School Teacher
• Psychologist
• Sports Coach
• Personal Trainer
• Sports Nutritionist
• Health Promotion 

Officer

Career Options

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Studying A level Physical Education will provide you with the opportunity to gain a sound 
knowledge and understanding in a variety of areas. It is a multi-disciplinary, exciting course 
which will explore theoretical and practical elements of the subject. 

You’ll investigate the factors that contribute to improving performance in physical activity 
and sport, develop your understanding of physiology including injury and movement and 
understand the fundamentals of sport psychology and technology. 

Studying Physical Education could lead to a wide range of degrees at university and career 
opportunities within physiotherapy, education, health promotion and fitness.  

Progression Options

Course University

FdSc Exercise, Health 
and Fitness University Centre St Helens

BSc (Hons) Physiotherapy University of Central 
Lancashire

BSc (Hons) Sport and 
Exercise Science University of Chester 

BA (Hons) Coaching and 
Sport Development 

Manchester Metropolitan 
University 

Connecting Classroom to Career
An A level in Physical Education could lead to your dream career:

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
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Physical Education Tutor, Clare, says:

A LEVEL ACADEMY - PHYSICAL EDUCATION

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

How is it assessed?

You will be assessed by 
examinations at the end 
of year 13 and practical 
assessments.

What can I go on to do 
once I have completed 
this course?

Students can progress on to 
our own FdSc in Exercise, 
Health and Fitness at 
University Centre St Helens, 
accredited by University of 
Chester.

There is also a wide variety of 
other sport-related degrees 
to choose from at universities 
across the country.

What will I study?

This A level covers the 
following units:

• Factors affecting 
participation in physical 
activity and sport, such 
as the cardiorespiratory 
cardiovascular systems, 
the musculoskeletal 
system, energy, skills 
acquisition, theories 
of learning and 
performance, and giving 
feedback and guidance

• Sport in society including 
class and gender 
differences

• Physiology including 
injury, movement and 
motion

• Sports psychology
• Sports and technology

You will have the opportunity 
to develop your skills in 
various sports, and will be 
assessed as a coach or 
performer in a specific area 
of sport.

“ If you have a genuine and enthusiastic love for sport and 
physical fitness, then Physical Education is a great place to 
start. Not only will you improve your performance but you’ll 
discover everything that goes into that performance too.”

Entry requirements 

You should have five 
GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English 
and maths. A GCSE in 
PE is desirable but not 
essential.

You could go on to secure a 
career in teaching, coaching, 
sports journalism, sports 
photography, personal 
training, sports advertising, or 
sports nutrition.
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• Nuclear Engineer
• Geophysicist 
• Seismic Interpreter
• Meteorologist
• University Lecturer
• Research Scientist
• Investment Analyst
• Radiation Protection 

Practitioner
• Systems Developer

Career Options

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Physics plays a pivotal role in the study of the universe, from the smallest subatomic particles 
to the largest galaxies. Discoveries in physics have led to revolutionary inventions and 
contribute to technological innovations.

You will have the opportunity to explore everything from mechanics, particles and quantum 
phenomena to electricity, astrophysics, medical physics and applied physics.

Physics is highly valued by employers and universities as it demonstrates your analytical and 
problem-solving abilities. The skills you will develop will help you in a wide variety of careers, 
from science to business and finance.

Progression Options

Course University

BSc (Hons) Physics with Particle 
Physics and Cosmology Lancaster University

BA (Hons) Physics  University of Central 
Lancashire

BSc (Hons) Mathematics and 
Physics University of Manchester 

BSc (Hons) Applied 
Mathematics with Engineering 

Liverpool John Moores 
University 

Connecting Classroom to Career
An A level in Physics could lead to your dream career:

PHYSICS
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Physics Tutor, Martyn, says:

A LEVEL ACADEMY - PHYSICS

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

How is it assessed?

You will be assessed by a 
combination of examinations 
at the end of year 13 and 
investigative and practical 
skills assessments.

What can I go on to do 
once I have completed 
this course?

Studying A level Physics 
allows you to progress on to 
a range of university degrees 
from physics, engineering 
and computer science to 
medicine, health studies or 
sports science.

This A level is the first step to 
a range of interesting careers 

What will I study?

During this two year A level, 
you will study the following:

• Particles, quantum 
phenomena and 
electricity

• Mechanics, materials 
and waves

• Investigative and 
practical skills

• Fields and further 
mechanics

• Nuclear and thermal 
physics

You will also have the 
opportunity to choose from 
the following units:

• Astrophysics
• Medical physics
• Applied physics
• Turning points in physics

This A level will also enable 
you to develop valuable skills 
including problem-solving, 
analytical thinking and 
evaluation.

“Do you want to learn how the world works and how everything is 
held together? Are you fascinated by the fundamental particles that 
make up matter? Then choose to study Physics and learn about the 
very thing that makes you and everything around you exist.”

Entry requirements 

You should have at least 
five GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English. 
GCSE maths and science 
must be at grade 5 or 
above.

within fields such as:

• Medicine
• Space and astronomy
• Engineering
• Business
• Finance 
• Technology
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• Public Relations 
Executive 

• Social Researcher
• Public Affairs 

Consultant
• Commercial Law 

Solicitor
• Political Assistant
• Welfare Rights Officer
• Political Journalist

Career Options

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

A level Politics is an extremely exciting and varied subject, which relates to the latest issues 
highlighted in the media such as the Presidency of Donald Trump, Brexit, the health service 
and education.

In a world that is ever changing, keeping up to date with the contemporary political environment 
is crucial in understanding new laws, movements and economic climate.

By studying Politics, you will gain an in-depth understanding of how governments operate, 
how political systems influence our daily lives, ideologies that have shaped our society and 
the national and international impacts of social policy.

Progression Options

Course University

BA (Hons) Criminal Justice University Centre St Helens

BA (Hons) Social Policy, 
Health and Housing University Centre St Helens

BA (Hons) Economics and 
Politics University of Chester

BA (Hons) Politics and 
International Relations Liverpool Hope University

Connecting Classroom to Career
An A level in Politics could lead to your dream career:

POLITICS

64



Politics Tutor, David, says:

A LEVEL ACADEMY - POLITICS

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

How is it assessed?

You will be assessed by 
examinations at the end of 
year 13.

What can I go on to do 
once I have completed 
this course?

A level Politics is excellent 
preparation for a wide variety 
of degrees, including both the 
BA (Hons) in Criminal Justice 
and BA (Hons) in Social 
Policy, Health and Housing at 
University Centre St Helens, 
both of which are validated 
by University of Chester.

Many students go on to 
study politics or international 

What will I study?

Throughout this A level, you 
will focus on the politics of 
modern Britain, the USA and 
the ideologies which have 
shaped them.

You will cover the following 
themes:

• The structure of the 
British and US political 
systems and where the 
balance of power lies

• The nature of the UK and 
US constitutions and the 
pressures upon them

• Comparing the political 
powers of the US 
President and UK Prime 
Minister

• How political parties and 
pressure groups operate

• The development of 
political ideologies and 
ideas

• How ideologies have 
shaped western society

• Why ideologies and 
civilizations collide

“The ideas that influence us, the events that mould us and 
the laws that bind us – that is the essence of what Politics is 
about.”

Entry requirements 

You should have at least 
five GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English 
and maths. There is no 
requirement to have 
studied a subject relating 
to politics at GCSE level.

relations at university which 
can lead to a variety of 
opportunities in:

• Law
• Local government
• Journalism
• Teaching
• Social research
• Media
• Public relations 
• Business
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• Criminologist
• Occupational Therapist
• Clinical Psychologist
• University Lecturer
• Psychotherapist
• Advertising Executive
• Mental Health Nurse
• Social Worker
• Police Officer
• Counsellor

Career Options

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Ever wondered if prison really does change criminal behaviour? Or why some people conform 
and others don’t?

A level Psychology is a popular and challenging subject. You’ll explore the work of some 
of the most influential psychologists in the world such as Sigmund Freud, Jean Piaget and 
Stanley Milgram including their infamous experiments.

You’ll gain an in-depth understanding of a wide range of topics such as social influence and 
human behaviour, memory and attachment theories, psychopathology, research methods, 
schizophrenia and biopsychology.

Progression Options

Course University

BA (Hons) Criminal Justice University Centre St Helens

BSc (Hons) Forensic 
Psychology

University of Central 
Lancashire

BSc (Hons) Criminology 
and Psychology University of Chester

BSc (Hons) Psychology Liverpool John Moores 
University

Connecting Classroom to Career
An A level in Psychology could lead to your dream career:

PSYCHOLOGY
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Psychology Tutor, Darryl, says:

A LEVEL ACADEMY - PSYCHOLOGY

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

How is it assessed?

You will be assessed by 
written examinations at the 
end of year 13.

What can I go on to do 
once I have completed this 
course?

You will be able to continue 
your studies with us at 
University Centre St Helens, 
studying BA (Hons) Criminal 
Justice or choose from a wide 
range of degrees at other 
universities.

Once qualified, you may 
choose to launch an exciting 
career in marketing, business 
development, police, prison 

What will I study?

During this A level, you will 
cover the following:

• Social influence and 
human behaviour

• Memory
• Attachment theories
• Approaches in 

psychology
• Psychopathology
• Research methods
• Relationships and 

infatuations
• Schizophrenia
• Aggression
• Biopsychology
• Issues and debates in 

psychology

You will also develop a range 
of skills that are highly valued 
by employers and universities 
such as critical analysis, 
independent thinking and 
research.

“Psychology is the science of the mind, by exploring the 
complexities of human behaviour, you’ll discover what drives 
people to react to certain situations. Genetically, we all have 
differences, but we are more alike than you think.”

Entry requirements 

You should have at least 
five GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including a grade 
4 in English and a grade 
5 in maths.

and probation services, 
forensic psychology, 
occupational therapy, clinical 
psychology, nursing or even 
teaching.
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• Social Worker
• Civil Service 

Administrator
• Solicitor
• University Lecturer
• Criminal Psychologist
• Youth Worker
• International Marketing 

Manager
• Charity Officer

Career Options

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

If you enjoy seeing things from a different perspective and critically analysing contentious 
issues, A level Religious Studies could be an excellent choice for you.

You will be involved in ethical and philosophical debates, and encouraged to question and 
consider your own attitudes, values, beliefs and opinions.

Studying topics such as genetic engineering, euthanasia and capital punishment, will not 
only enable you to gain in-depth knowledge into many issues that affect our society today, 
but will also help you to develop your research skills and the ability to construct a reasoned 
argument.

Progression Options

Course University

BA (Hons) Criminal Justice University Centre St Helens

BA (Hons) Social Policy, 
Health and Housing University Centre St Helens

BA (Hons) Theological Studies 
in Philosophy and Ethics University of Manchester

BA (Hons) Religion, Culture 
and Society

University of Central 
Lancashire

Connecting Classroom to Career
An A level in Religious Studies could lead to your dream career:

RELIGIOUS STUDIES
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Religious Studies Tutor, Roberta, says:

A LEVEL ACADEMY - RELIGIOUS STUDIES

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

How is it assessed?

You will be assessed by 
examinations at the end of 
year 13.

What can I go on to do 
once I have completed 
this course?

This A level can lead to 
a wide range of degree 
courses, including our BA 
(Hons) in Social Policy, 
Health and Housing and BA 
(Hons) in Criminal Justice at 
University Centre St Helens, 
both of which are accredited 
by University of Chester.

Alternatively, you may wish to 
study at another university.

“For some people, religion is everything and to others religion 
means nothing, but to understand religion is to understand various 
cultures across the globe. Explore a subject that has such an impact 
on culture, history and politics, in both the past and present day.”

Entry requirements 

You should have five 
GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English 
and maths.

You could go on to secure 
a career within a variety of 
fields such as education, law, 
the church or social work.

What will I study?

You will cover the following:

Philosophy
• The existence of God
• Meaning and purpose 

of life
• Evil and suffering
• Investigating religious 

experiences
• Miracles
• Self, death and afterlife

Ethics
• Behaviour towards others
• Morality
• Conscience

Christianity
• Religion, gender and 

sexuality
• Religion and science
• Religion and secularism

In addition to this, you will 
study embryo research, 
cloning, designer babies, 
genetic engineering, abortion, 
euthanasia and capital 
punishment and also ethics in 
relation to animal welfare.

69

A
 L

E
V

E
L

 A
C

A
D

E
M

Y



• Social Worker
• Public Relations Officer
• Housing Officer
• Community 

Development Worker
• Probation Officer
• Social Researcher
• Police Officer
• Policy Adviser
• Marketing Officer

Career Options

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

A level Sociology is the study of the social world in which you live in. Why do certain groups 
of people behave in a certain way? How does the media influence society? 

You will develop your knowledge and understanding of key sociological concepts and themes 
such as socialisation, culture, identity and power, inequality and control. 

Sociology will enhance your analytical skills and your presentation skills when proposing 
ideas and arguments, preparing you for university and a career within the industry. 

Progression Options

Course University

BA (Hons) Criminal Justice University Centre St Helens

BA (Hons) Social Policy, 
Health and Housing University Centre St Helens

BA (Hons) Sociology University of Chester

BA (Hons) Childhood and 
Youth and Sociology Liverpool Hope University

Connecting Classroom to Career
An A level in Sociology could lead to your dream career:

SOCIOLOGY
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Sociology Tutor, Bethany, says:

A LEVEL ACADEMY - SOCIOLOGY
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How is it assessed?

You will be assessed by 
examinations at the end of 
year 13.

What can I go on to do 
once I have completed 
this course?

Sociology is a highly 
respected A level and is 
an excellent foundation for 
further study at degree level.

Following successful 
completion of your A level, 
you may be interested in 
the BA (Hons) in Criminal 
Justice or BA (Hons) in Social 
Policy, Health and Housing at 
University Centre St Helens, 

What will I study?

During this A level, you will 
cover the following units:

• An introduction to 
socialisation

• Cultural identity
• Family and wealth
• Research methods
• Continuation of 

sociological theories and 
concepts such as crime 
and deviance and power 
and control

You will develop skills to 
enable you to apply theory to 
real life situations. 

Explore and evaluate 
sociological concepts, share 
your opinion and respect the 
opinion of others.

You will also develop 
transferable skills such as 
the ability to present ideas, 
descriptions and arguments.

“We shape the society we live in and it shapes us but how? 
Explore the economic, social and cultural aspects that affect 
our actions and the actions of those around us.”

Entry requirements 

You should have at least 
five GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English 
and maths. 

both accredited by University 
of Chester.

Sociology could also lead to 
a degree in a wide range of 
fields such as social studies, 
health studies, and youth 
offending and a range of 
careers, including teaching 
and social work.
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We recognise that competition for entry to top universities and coveted 
professions is fierce. So, to ensure that you exceed expectations and 
compete with the very best, we have designed several unique professional 
skills programmes: 

• Allied Health Professional Programme
• IT and Business Professional Programme
• Law Enforcement and Government Professional Programme
• Launching 2018: Technical Design Professional Programme 
• Launching 2018: Computer Science Professional Programme
• Launching 2018: Criminal Justice Professional Programme

Each Professional Skills 
Programme, designed by 
industry experts, combine 
academic knowledge with 
professional skills and 
valuable work experience. It 
demonstrates to employers 
and universities that you 
have what it takes to 
succeed in your future 
career.

They also provide exclusive 
placements with high profile 

employers, masterclasses 
with guest speakers from 
industry, realistic work 
environments to ensure 
state-of-the-art learning, 
extra enrichment initiatives 
and the development of 
valuable employability skills.

By studying a combination 
of A levels and BTEC 
qualifications, this enables 
you to not only demonstrate 
your strong academic 

ability and self-motivation 
with A level study but 
your organisational and 
communication skills due to 
the practical nature of BTEC 
courses.

Level 3 BTECs carry 
UCAS tariff points which 
are equivalent to what 
you would achieve with A 
levels, ensuring that you are 
still able to progress on to 
university.

PROFESSIONAL 
SKILLS 

PROGRAMME
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Allied Health encompasses a broad group of health professionals who identify, diagnose, 
evaluate, treat and rehabilitate adults and children who are ill, have disabilities or special 
needs, to live life as fully as possible.

They often work across a variety of settings such as hospitals, clinics, housing services, 
people’s homes, schools, colleges and charities.

So if you are looking for a career that is challenging, diverse and rewarding, this programme 
is a great step towards your dream career.

• Art Therapist
• Dietitian
• Music Therapist
• Occupational Therapist
• Orthoptist
• Paramedic
• Health Care Practitioner
• Podiatrist/Chiropodist
• Speech and Language 

Therapist

Career Options

*Figures are intended as a guide only 
and will vary. Based on data provided 
by various sources. See back cover for 
more information.

Connecting Classroom to Career
The Allied Health Professional Programme could lead to your dream career:

ALLIED HEALTH 
PROFESSIONAL PROGRAMME

350,000+
Allied Health Professionals 
registered with the Health 

and Care Professions Council*

Average earning 
potential per year* 

25,000 
vacancies in the NHS 

every month*

£15k-£80k+
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Entry requirements: 

Industry Links

Combining a mixture 
of units across all three 
qualifications, you will cover
everything from:

• Public health and 
health education

• Development of life 
stages

• Equality, diversity and 
rights in health and 
social care

• Values and planning in 
health care

• Social influence and 
human behaviour

• Memory and 
attachment theories

• Psychopathology and 
schizophrenia

• Research methods
• Cultural identity

• Family and wealth
• Socialisation, crime and 

deviance

You will also develop 
essential skills sought 
by top universities and 
employers including 
analytical thinking, 
research, time management 
and independent study.

• Placements with high-profile employers such as NHS.
• Guest speakers from the industry including prestigious 

universities.
• Masterclasses with industry experts.
• Enrichment opportunities and initiatives with Dementia Care, 

Marie Curie and Children in Need, adding value to your CV and 
university applications.

• Clinical ward provides a realistic work environment to learn in.
• Annual Healthcare Sciences Skills Show.
• Behind Bars Conference.

You should have five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including a minimum of a grade 4 in 
English and a minimum of a grade 5 in maths.

 YOUR EXPERIENCE

 WHAT WILL I STUDY?

• Level 3  BTEC Subsidiary Diploma In Health and Social Care
• A Level Psychology
• A Level Sociology
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Professionals within this industry are crucial to the safety and wellbeing of the country’s 
citizens whether operating at a government level or within their local community.

Their role is often diverse and varied, ranging from protecting UK border entry points like 
ports and airports and working on the front line in the armed forces to advising on political 
policies in the Houses of Parliament.

So whether you have ambition to shape government policy, make a difference in your local 
area or aid and protect the public, this programme is a great step towards your dream career.

• Border Control Officer
• Policy Adviser
• Civil Servant
• Armed Forces 

Personnel
• Researcher
• Trading Standards 

Officer
• Police Officer
• Immigration Officer

Career Options

*Figures are intended as a guide only 
and will vary. Based on data provided 
by various sources. See back cover for 
more information.

Connecting Classroom to Career
The Law Enforcement and Government Professional Programme could lead to your dream career:

LAW ENFORCEMENT 
AND GOVERNMENT
PROFESSIONAL PROGRAMME

32,709
 law enforcement and 

government jobs  
within our region*

Average earning 
potential per year* 

£24billion 
turnover generated 

by UK defence 
sector*

£15k-£60k+

76



A LEVEL ACADEMY - LAW ENFORCEMENT 
AND GOVERNMENT

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Entry requirements: 

Industry Links

Combining a mixture 
of units across all three 
qualifications, you will cover
everything from:

• Government, policies 
and the public services

• Leadership and 
teamwork

• Citizenship and 
diversity

• Physical preparation for 
the public services

• British and US political 
systems

• The nature of UK and 
US constitutions

• Political ideologies and 
ideas

• The legal system and 
how laws are made

• Civil courts and criminal 
courts

• Criminal law and 
European law 

• Tort law and contract 
law

You will also develop 
essential skills sought 
by top universities and 
employers including 
analytical thinking, 
research, time management 
and independent study.

• Strong industry links with Merseyside Police, Fire and Rescue 
Service, Royal Navy, Marines and Royal Air Force.

• Opportunity to take part in adventure outdoor activities such as 
abseiling, kayaking, obstacle courses and military drills.

• Exciting trips to London, local magistrates’ courts, adventure 
outdoor centres and military training camps.

• Build key employability skills such as leadership, team working 
and communication including physical fitness.

• Debating society.
• Mock bar trials.
• Model United Nations General Assembly (MUNGA).
• Behind Bars Conference.

You should have five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including English and maths.

 YOUR EXPERIENCE

 WHAT WILL I STUDY?

• Level 3  BTEC Subsidiary Diploma In Public Services
• A Level Law
• A Level Politics
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Digital transformation plays a vital role in business evolution and with a growing demand 
for a more enhanced and connected consumer experience, employers, big and small, 
require skilled IT and business professionals who understand the world of social and digital 
technologies to drive their business forward.

IT and business professionals are multi-talented and specialise in a wide range of areas from 
systems development and software engineering to business management and digital media.

So whether you are looking to start your own business or digitally transform a high profile 
organisation, this programme is a great step towards your dream career.

• Software Engineer
• Systems Developer
• Business Analyst
• Commercial Analyst
• Management Consultant
• Economist
• Information Systems 

Manager
• Business Development 

Manager

Career Options

*Figures are intended as a guide only 
and will vary. Based on data provided 
by various sources. See back cover for 
more information.

Connecting Classroom to Career
The IT and Business Professional Programme could lead to your dream career:

IT AND BUSINESS
PROFESSIONAL PROGRAMME

51,500
IT and business jobs  

within our region by 2020*
Average earning 

potential per year* 

7% 
national growth 

by 2020*

£15k-£75k+
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Entry requirements: 

Industry Links

Combining a mixture 
of units across all three 
qualifications, you will cover
everything from:

• Website development
• Information technology 

systems
• Creating systems to 

manage information
• Genetic inheritance

• Putting hardware into 
space

• Building to withstand 
earthquakes

• Issues involved in 
creating a business 
start-up

• Business objectives 
and corporate strategy

• Accounting, operations 

management and 
marketing

• Trading in international 
markets and measuring 
performance

You will also develop 
essential skills sought by top 
universities and employers 
including analytical thinking, 
research and independent 
study.

• Placements with local employers and international organisations 
such as Saint-Gobain.

• Industry guest speakers including high profile CEO’s from global 
companies.

• Opportunity to gain prestigious Microsoft Office Specialist Master 
status including competing in the national championships.

• Work on enterprise projects with local employers to experience 
project management, budgeting and planning.

• Pitch business ideas to O2 Think Big with an opportunity to see 
them come to life.

• Partnership with £3m Northern Logistics Academy to provide 
career opportunities and links with leading logistics specialists.

You should have five GCSEs at grade 4 or above including a minimum of a grade 4 in 
English and a minimum of a grade 5 in maths.

 YOUR EXPERIENCE

 WHAT WILL I STUDY?

• Level 3  BTEC National Extended Certificate In IT
• A Level Business
• A Level Mathematics 
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You will have probably 
heard the word 
‘vocational’ or ‘BTECs’ 
thrown around a lot, 
and are wondering 
what it all means. 
Well, vocational or BTEC, 
refers to one or two-year 
courses that allow you to 
choose one subject, to 
study full-time. The best 
part about these courses 
is that they are very 

practical, hands-on and 
enable you to spend lots 
of time learning the skills 
needed to be successful 
in your chosen career.

They are also entirely 
misunderstood! Many 
assume that vocational 
courses are not as 
valuable as A levels but 
this is completely untrue. 
They can still give you 
the opportunity to go to 

university, complete an 
apprenticeship or secure 
employment. Some 
provide the same amount 
of UCAS tariff points as 
A levels with Russell 
Group universities 
accepting BTECs as 
entry qualifications. In the 
past year alone, over 300 
of our level 3 vocational 
students progressed to 
universities around the 
country!

EXPLORE 
VOCATIONAL
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Many of our courses give you the opportunity to begin your studies at level 1, 2 or 3.

So whether you start at level 1 or level 2 and progress through to level 3, or go straight on 
to the level 3, our progression opportunities can take you on to an apprenticeship, university 
or into employment.

PROGRESSION
OPPORTUNITIES

LEVEL 1

LEVEL 2

COURSE

COURSE

LEVEL 3
COURSE

APPRENTICESHIP

EMPLOYMENT

APPRENTICESHIP

EMPLOYMENT

HIGHER
APPRENTICESHIP

EMPLOYMENT

UNIVERSITY
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YOUR STUDY 
PROGRAMME

Achieving a good standard of English and maths is a key requirement for many jobs, as 
well as for courses you may wish to progress on to. These skills can also mean higher 
earnings in the future!

If you achieve below a grade 4 in your English and maths GCSEs, you will be required 
to study English and maths as part of your study programme, alongside your chosen 
subject.

We will provide you with lots of help and support and will make sure you are studying 
the right level for you! 

Work
experience

Your 
chosen 
subject

English 
and/or 
maths
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YOUR
INSPIRATION
We are so proud of our hardworking vocational students - take a look at 
what they have accomplished so far and what they aspire to achieve.

Matthew Mitchell
Level 3 Extended Diploma 
in Graphic Design
Rainhill High School

“I have had such an amazing experience at 
St Helens College, from working on a live brief 
for the NHS to achieving D*D*D* in my exams. 
The tutors are fantastic at supporting you and 
motivating you through your studies and I 
really couldn’t have developed academically 
and personally without them.

Achieving top marks has meant I’ve gained a 
place at University of Salford, studying Graphic 
Design.”

“The best part of my course was having the 
opportunity to complete work placements with 
the North West Ambulance Service. I was 
also able to complete basic first aid training, 
which I feel boosted my CV and university 
application.

These amazing opportunities and the support 
from the tutors have prepared me for the 
next stage of my learning so that I can 
work towards becoming a Paramedic. After 
achieving D*D*D*, I have now accepted an 
offer to study DipHE Paramedic Practice at 
Edge Hill University.”

Georgia Dawson
Level 3 Extended Diploma 
in Health and Social Care
The Sutton Academy
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“The tutors are so helpful, welcoming and 
professional. Their industry insight and links 
really enhance our learning.

My course has not only further fuelled my 
passion for sport but has translated into my 
extra-curricular activity as a professional 
swimmer, competing in the British Nationals. 
I am excited to progress on to the next stage 
of my studies with the level 3 BTEC Extended 
Diploma in Sport and Exercise Science, 
so that I can work towards becoming a PE 
Teacher.”

“Entering the armed forces is such a rigorous 
process. I have gone through selection tests 
which assess my literacy, numeracy and 
problem-solving skills, a formal interview, 
pre-joining fitness tests and medical 
examinations, and I have now been offered 
the opportunity to begin my training at HMS 
Raleigh, working towards a position in the 
Surface Fleet in the Royal Navy.

I can’t thank my tutors enough for their 
support, advice and encouragement 
throughout my course. I honestly couldn’t 
have done it without them.”

“I have had a fantastic experience at 
St Helens College, where I have been 
fortunate enough to be taught by some 
incredible tutors, who are so passionate 
about their subject. I was also able to work 
with a huge range of species native to 
countries from all around the world, in both 
the indoor and outdoor animal units.

Now that I have achieved D*D*D*, I am 
working at Blackpool Zoo as a Seasonal 
Education Officer and have secured a place 
at University of Chester to study a degree in 
Zoo Management.”

Charlotte Dodson
Level 2 Activity Leadership (Sports 
Coaching)
Byrchall High School

Kyle Onza
Level 3 NCFE Diploma Entry 
to the Uniformed Services
St Cuthbert’s Catholic High School

Alex Hindley
Level 3 Advanced Diploma in 
Animal Management
Golborne High School
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STUDENT 
EXPERIENCE

Travel and Tourism: Tree Top Trip

Animal Management: Behind the Scenes at Knowsley Safari

Our students take part in many opportunities outside of their studies, from trips 
and visits in the UK and abroad to competing in regional competitions and getting 
involved with College events and activities.
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Public and Uniformed Services: Helicopter Training Exercise

Hairdressing and Beauty: Industry Competition

Catering and Hospitality: Celebrity Guest Chef Dinner
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Performing Arts: Gothic Gormenghast

Creative Arts: Portal Exhibition

Northern Logistics Academy Launch
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Creative Media: Wish FM Filming Opportunity

Sport: Coaching Sessions with St Aidan’s C of E Primary School

Health and Social Care: Healthcare Sciences Skills Show
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• Veterinary Nurse
• RSPCA Inspector
• Zoologist
• Animal Care Worker
• Gamekeeper
• Horse Riding Instructor
• Self-employed Dog 

Groomer
• Pet Behaviour 

Counsellor

Career Options

*Figures are intended as a guide only 
and will vary. Based on data provided 
by various sources. See back cover for 
more information.

Connecting Classroom to Career
A qualification in animal management could lead to your dream career:

If you would love to work with animals, kick-start your career in the industry. You will work in 
our indoor and outdoor animal units, handling a huge variety of mammals, reptiles and other 
exotic creatures.

Develop your skills and knowledge in a variety of areas, including feeding/watering animals, 
creating accommodation, monitoring health and gaining an understanding of animal science 
and behaviour.

Upon completion of your course, you could choose to progress on to the next level of study, 
start an apprenticeship, go on to university or launch your career in the industry. 

4,110
animal management jobs 

within our region by 2020*

Predicted growth 
in jobs by 2020*

3.7%

Average earning 
potential per year* 

ANIMAL MANAGEMENT

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

£14k-£37k+
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Industry Links

VOCATIONAL COURSES - ANIMAL MANAGEMENT

Reasons to study with us

Work with over 50 
animal species

Lots of fantastic 
trips and visits

Fully equipped 
animal units

Strong links with
 local employers

Sea Lion 
Performance 
Training

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Students gained 
behind-the-scenes 
access at Knowsley 
Safari to take part in 
sea lion training with 
Trainer, Ellie, and the 
charismatic, Arthur
and Louie! Students 
identified behaviours 
to aid in health 
checks and were 
taught how to train 
animals to stimulate 
natural exploratory 
and problem-solving 
behaviours to be 
demonstrated in 
performances.
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Level 1 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
Five GCSEs at grade 2 or 
above, including English or 
maths.

What will I study?
Assist with the care of 
animals including preparing 
food and maintaining animal 
accommodation, in addition 
to developing valuable 
employability skills.

Level 2 Work-based 
Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
Five GCSEs at grade 3 or 
above, including English or 
maths.

What will I study?
Maintain the welfare of 
animals including preparing 
food, feeding, grooming 
and ensuring animal 
enclosures remain clean. 
You will also provide 
controlled exercise 
opportunities for animals.

Level 2 BTEC Diploma
 

One-year course

What will I need?
Five GCSEs at grade 3 or 
above, including English 
and maths.

What will I study?
Develop your understanding 
of animal health and 
behaviours, animal biology, 
animal accommodation and 
conservation whilst gaining 
hands-on experience 
handling a wide variety of 
animal species.

Lupin
Japanese Raccoon Dog 

Monty 
Tenrec

Janus
African Dormouse
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Did you know you 
get to work with 
a wide variety of 

animals? 
Here are some of 

them here. 

VOCATIONAL COURSES - ANIMAL MANAGEMENT
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Thorn
Giant Thorny Stick Insect

Gryffindor
Giant African Land Snail

Bruce
Pygmy Hedgehog

Shaun
Red Foot Tortoise

Level 3 Extended 
Diploma*

Two-year course

What will I need?
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English, 
maths and science.

What will I study?
Advance your knowledge 
and skills by developing 
your understanding of 
animal anatomy, biology 
and genetics, zoo health 
and husbandry, nutrition, 
ecology and wildlife 
rehabilitation.

Level 3 BTEC Diploma
 

One-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English, 
maths and science.

What will I study?
Take your learning to 
the next level, gaining a 
scientific, theoretical and 
managerial understanding 
of animal care, exploring 
wildlife rehabilitation, animal 
health, animal science and 
animal behaviour. 
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• Architect
• Artist
• University Lecturer
• Community Arts Worker
• Art Gallery Curator
• Graphic Designer
• Illustrator
• Interior Designer
• Photographer
• Product Designer

Career Options

*Figures are intended as a guide only 
and will vary. Based on data provided 
by various sources. See back cover for 
more information.

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Connecting Classroom to Career
A qualification in art and design could lead to your dream career:

Show off your individuality, creativity and artistic flair. Invent, create and make your mark.

Working in specialist studio spaces, you will develop your skills in a wide range of disciplines 
including fine art, graphic design, 3D printing, photography and textiles. You will have the 
opportunity to participate in group projects and work on live briefs with local employers.

Take advantage of several exhibition opportunities with local art galleries to showcase your 
work and raise your profile.

Upon completion of your art and design course, you could choose to progress on to the next 
level of study, go on to university or launch your career in the industry.

£87billion
contribution from the 

creative industries to the 
UK economy*

Predicted growth 
in jobs by 2020*

7%

Average earning 
potential per year* 

ART AND DESIGN

£20k-£50k+
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VOCATIONAL COURSES - ART AND DESIGN

Reasons to study with us

Level 1 BTEC Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 2, a 
strong interest in art and 
design and an eagerness 
to learn.

What will I study?
Create an exciting portfolio 
of work in a number of 
specialist areas including 
painting, printmaking, 
textiles and ceramics while 
you develop your English 
and maths skills.

Level 2 BTEC First 
Diploma 

One-year course

What will I need?
Up to three GCSEs at 
grade 3 or above, including 
English and/or maths and 
an art and design subject.

What will I study?
Explore many art disciplines 
such as drawing, painting, 
printing, photography and 
graphic design. Work three-
dimensionally with materials 
such as wood, metal and 
ceramic.

Level 3 BTEC National 
Extended Diploma* 

Two-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English 
and/or maths and an art 
and design subject.

What will I study?
Develop your understanding 
of visual communication 
and the creative process 
and explore fine art 
painting, 3D studies, fashion 
and textiles, photography 
and graphic design.

Work in specialist 
studio spaces and 

workshops

Showcase your work 
at local art galleries 

and exhibitions

Work on live projects 
with local and

 regional employers

Tutors are 
experienced, 

practising artists

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK 95
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KAT HICKEY
LEVEL 3 BTEC NATIONAL EXTENDED DIPLOMA

RACHAEL ROTHERHAM 
LEVEL 3 BTEC NATIONAL EXTENDED DIPLOMA

Student Work

KYLIE MCNULTY
LEVEL 1 BTEC DIPLOMA
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WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

AGATA SCHWIERZ
LEVEL 3 BTEC NATIONAL EXTENDED DIPLOMA

SARAH TIPTON
LEVEL 2 BTEC FIRST DIPLOMA

REECE THARME
LEVEL 1 BTEC DIPLOMA
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• Beauty Therapist
• Nail Technician
• Spa Attendant
• Salon Manager
• Brow Technician
• Beauty Manager
• Makeup Artist
• Theatre and TV Makeup 

Artist
• Mobile Stylist

Career Options

*Figures are intended as a guide only 
and will vary. Based on data provided 
by various sources. See back cover for 
more information.

Connecting Classroom to Career
A qualification in beauty or spa therapy could lead to your dream career:

From contouring and false eyelashes to spray tanning, pedicures and skincare treatments, 
you will develop your skills and knowledge in our very own commercial salon, The Lounge.

The Lounge has three treatment rooms, a nail bar and spa facilities including a monsoon 
shower, ice facility, dry floatation chamber, sauna, steam room and Jacuzzi!

Explore makeup application and techniques, create intricate nail art designs and develop 
your understanding of spa therapy treatments.

Upon completion of your course, you could choose to progress on to the next level of study, 
start an apprenticeship, go on to university or launch your career in the industry. 

30,000
beauticians and related 
jobs within our region 

by 2020*

Predicted growth 
in jobs by 2020*

3%

Average earning 
potential per year* 

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

BEAUTY, NAILS, MAKEUP 
AND SPA THERAPIES

£13k-£30k+
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Industry Links

VOCATIONAL COURSES - BEAUTY, NAILS, MAKEUP 
AND SPA THERAPIES

Reasons to study with us

Enter prestigious 
competitions such as 

WorldSkills

Develop your skills 
on paying customers

Learn using brands 
such as Dermalogica 

and MAC

Take part in lots of 
enrichment activities

Gothic Work 
Experience

There are many 
apprenticeships 

available in beauty, 
nails, makeup and spa 
therapies. To find out 
more go to page 212.

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Hair and media 
makeup students 
used their skills and 
makeup artistry to 
transform actors into 
gothic characters 
for a popular fantasy 
production of 
Gormenghast. 
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  BEAUTY THERAPY

Make clients feel relaxed by providing face and body treatments such as 
manicures, pedicures, skincare, eyelash and brow treatments or massage therapy.

Level 1 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
You do not need any formal 
qualifications, just passion 
and a commitment to your 
studies.

What will I study?
Learn basic manicure 
and pedicure techniques, 
understand how to provide 
toning, cleansing and 
moisturising treatments and 
provide advice on makeup 
application and skincare.

Level 2 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 3 or 
above, including English 
and maths.

What will I study?
Discover how to provide 
eyelash and eyebrow 
treatments, waxing, basic 
manicures and pedicures 
and provide advice on 
makeup application and 
facial skincare.

Level 2 Diploma 
(Specialist Techniques)

One-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English 
and maths.

What will I study?
Develop your skills on 
paying clients, learn how 
to provide eyelash and 
eyebrow treatments, hair 
removal using waxing 
techniques, makeup 
application, basic 
manicures and pedicures 
and facial skincare.

Level 3 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
You should have 
successfully completed 
a level 2 beauty therapy 
qualification or equivalent.

What will I study?
Understand how to 
successfully promote and 
sell retail products, and 
provide a diverse range of 
beauty treatments including 
skin and body analysis, 
face and body electrical 
treatments and Swedish 
massage.
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 HAIR, MEDIA MAKEUP AND TECHNIQUES

A career in hair and media makeup is diverse and exciting. You could work on the 
set of a blockbuster film, in a TV studio or backstage of a theatre or fashion show. 

Level 2 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 3 or 
above, including English 
and maths.

What will I study?
Create intricate makeup 
and hair designs and 
learn how to fake cuts and 
scratches for TV and film. 
Apply makeup for camera 
and explore face painting.

Level 1 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
You do not need any formal 
qualifications, just passion 
and a commitment to your 
studies.

What will I study?
Explore the hair and beauty 
sector while practising 
your hair plaiting, styling, 
makeup application and nail 
art techniques. Learn the art 
of photographic makeup.

 NAIL TECHNOLOGY

Nail technicians design and create intricate nail art using airbrushing techniques, 
stencils, coloured varnish, transfers, gems or glitter. 

Level 3 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
A relevant level 2 beauty 
qualification (or equivalent).

What will I study?
Explore airbrush design 
and nail art, understand 
how to promote and sell 
products and services, and 
take a more in-depth look 
at the science behind these 
services.

Level 3 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
Level 2 hair and media 
makeup qualification or 
equivalent.

What will I study?
Learn makeup services 
such as bridal makeup, 
airbrushing and eyelash 
extensions while gaining 
an understanding of the 
science behind popular 
cosmetic products. 

VOCATIONAL COURSES - BEAUTY, NAILS, MAKEUP 
AND SPA THERAPIES
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Practice your 
skills in our 
commercial spa, 
which includes 
a Jacuzzi, 
monsoon 
shower, sauna 
and steam room.

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

 SPA THERAPY

Spa therapists create a relaxing atmosphere, working in a variety of environments 
such as a luxury hotel, at home, in a health club or on a cruise liner. 

Level 3 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
You should have 
successfully completed 
a level 2 beauty therapy 
qualification, or equivalent.

What will I study?
Delve into the history 
and origins of massage 
therapies, explore anatomy 
and physiology and learn 
how to provide relaxing 
cover massages, heat 
and hydrotherapy, body 
wrapping, holistic facials, 
manicures and pedicures.
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Classroom
Level 3 Diploma in Beauty Therapy

Career
Aspiring Cosmetic Nurse

Joined us from
Soar Valley College

“My whole College 
experience was so 
memorable and equipped 
me with so much more 
than just a qualification. 
I’m hoping to build upon 
my skills and knowledge 
as I progress on to 
university so I can enter 
the industry specialising 
in Aesthetics.”
Niyomi Krishnananthan

104
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Read her full story at
sthelens.ac.uk/Niyomi
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homepage

http://sthelens.ac.uk/Niyomi


• Accountant
• Office Manager
• Business Development 

Manager
• Head of Purchasing
• Sales Executive
• Project Manager
• Company Secretary
• Marketing Manager
• HR Officer

Career Options

*Figures are intended as a guide only 
and will vary. Based on data provided 
by various sources. See back cover for 
more information.

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Connecting Classroom to Career
A qualification in business could lead to your dream career:

Become a leading entrepreneur. Learn how businesses are created from the ground up, how 
they grow and how they become successful. Develop your skills and knowledge in marketing, 
finance, and project management, which can be transferred to a wide range of careers or 
help you in setting up your own business.

Go behind the scenes at Disneyland Paris, exploring what it takes to successfully run a 
global enterprise, visit major attractions in London and compete in the national business and 
accounting competition to unlock a range of career opportunities and boost your CV. 

Upon completion of your course, you could choose to progress on to the next level of study, 
start an apprenticeship, go on to university or launch your career in the industry. 

31,243
business and management 

job vacancies within our 
region by 2020*

500,000
businesses in 
our region*

Average earning 
potential per year* 

BUSINESS

£15k-£74k+
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Industry Links

VOCATIONAL COURSES - BUSINESS

Reasons to study with us

Level 2 NCFE Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 3 or 
above.

What will I study?
Discover the fast paced and 
lively world of business and 
commerce by developing 
an understanding of 
business culture and 
principles, customer service 
and problem solving. Gain 
industry work experience 
alongside your course. 

Level 3 NCFE Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English 
and maths.

What will I study?
Explore the importance 
of innovation, marketing, 
finance and project 
management within a 
business environment. Pitch 
your business plan and 
ideas. Experience business 
first-hand through work 
experience with a local 
employer. 

A very flexible 
and adaptable 
qualification

Take regular trips 
gaining first-hand 
industry insight

Gain work experience 
with local and 

regional employers

Develop key 
employability skills

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

There are many 
apprenticeships 

available in business. 
To find out more, 
go to page 213.
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• Chef
• Chef de Partie
• Banqueting Manager
• Head Chef
• Kitchen Porter
• Kitchen Supervisor
• Sous Chef
• Hospitality Manager
• Catering Manager
• Baker

Career Options

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Connecting Classroom to Career
A qualification in catering could lead to your dream career:

Develop your culinary flair in our own fine dining restaurant, Colours, preparing delicious 
dishes, creating new flavours and presenting your food to the highest standard.

In addition to cooking alongside chefs who have held successful careers in Michelin starred 
restaurants, you will develop your knife skills, take part in industry competitions and produce 
fine pastries and confectionery. The kitchen is exciting and action packed - you are going to 
love it.

Upon completion of your course, you could choose to progress on to the next level of study, 
start an apprenticeship, go on to university or launch your career in the industry. 

48,000
catering jobs 

within our region 
by 2020*

Average earning 
potential per year* 

CATERING

Predicted growth 
in jobs by 2020*

4.1%

£13k-£45k+

*Figures are intended as a guide only 
and will vary. Based on data provided 
by various sources. See back cover for 
more information.
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Industry Links

VOCATIONAL COURSES - CATERING

Reasons to study with us

Level 1 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 3 or 
above, including English or 
maths.

What will I study?
Learn amazing knife skills 
that all chefs need, get to 
know the kitchen equipment 
and get cooking. Start 
by boiling, poaching and 
steaming, then move on to 
stewing and braising, and 
finish with baking, roasting, 
grilling and frying.

Level 2 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English 
or maths or, a level 1 
qualification.

What will I study?
Become proficient at 
menu planning, and gain 
experience of cooking 
delicious soups, stocks and 
sauces, before moving on 
to fruit, vegetables, meat 
and fish. Master the art of 
complex desserts.

Level 3 Advanced 
Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English 
or maths or, a level 2 
qualification (or equivalent).

What will I study?
Advance your culinary skills 
and cook with precision. 
Prepare and cook complex 
dishes from fish, meat 
and poultry to pasta, 
pastries and desserts while 
maintaining a high level 
of food safety, health and 
hygiene.

Develop your skills 
alongside celebrity 

chefs

We guarantee an 
interview with an 

employer

Your classroom is our 
industry standard 

kitchens

Participate in 
prestigious 

competitions
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COMMIS CHEF

Often seen as the first step 
on the ladder to becoming 
a great chef, a commis 
chef will undertake a 
range of food preparation 
and basic cooking, with 
the opportunity to master 
various dishes and flavours 
in six-month blocks, 
such as fish, sauce and 
butchery.

£17K+ PER YEAR

SALARY

CHEF DE PARTIE

Also known as section 
chef, they are often in 
charge of their own station 
in the kitchen, preparing, 
cooking and presenting 
dishes. In larger kitchens, 
they will typically work as 
part of a team, whilst in 
smaller kitchens the chef 
de partie is expected to 
work alone. 

£22K+ PER YEAR

SALARY

Connecting Classroom to Career



CHARLIE CURBISHLEY - CATERING STUDENT

SOUS CHEF

£30K+ PER YEAR

SALARY

HEAD CHEF

£45K+ PER YEAR

SALARY

With overall responsibility 
for the day-to-day 
operations in the kitchen, 
they manage everything 
from liaising with external 
companies to ordering 
stock and producing new 
dishes and menus. They 
are also responsible for 
recruiting, training and 
managing all other chefs.

They plan and direct how 
food is presented whilst 
controlling quality and 
high standards. They also 
create new recipes, dishes 
and menus and support the 
training of other chefs. In 
the head chef’s absence, 
they will take charge of the 
kitchen. 
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• Nursery Nurse
• Childminder
• Teaching Assistant
• Speech and Language 

Specialist
• Education Support 

Assistant
• Nursery Assistant
• SEN Teaching Assistant
• Residential Childcare 

Worker

Career Options

*Figures are intended as a guide only 
and will vary. Based on data provided 
by various sources. See back cover for 
more information.

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Connecting Classroom to Career
A qualification in childcare and education could lead to your dream career:

Working with children and young people is a hugely rewarding career. Explore the growth and 
development of children, understand their physical development, investigate the value of play 
and recreational activity and provide support with their educational needs.

You will also have the opportunity to develop your skills within a childcare and education 
setting, such as schools, nurseries and youth clubs, including our very own Ofsted Outstanding 
registered nursery.

Upon completion of your course, you could choose to progress on to the next level of study, 
start an apprenticeship, go on to university or launch your career in the industry. 

3,657
childcare and education 
jobs within our region 

by 2020*

Predicted growth 
in jobs by 2020*

3%

Average earning 
potential per year* 

CHILDCARE AND 
EDUCATION

£14k-£45k+
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Industry Links

VOCATIONAL COURSES - CHILDCARE AND EDUCATION

Reasons to study with us

Level 1 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
Five GCSEs at grade 2 or 
above, including English 
language or maths.

What will I study?
Explore everything from the 
growth and development 
of young children, 
safeguarding and healthy 
living to supporting babies 
to play and learning how to 
implement craft, science 
and technology activities for 
young children.

Level 2 Certificate

One-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 3 
including English language 
or maths, plus one GCSE at 
grade 4 in English language 
or maths.

What will I study?
Understand the importance 
of supporting positive 
behaviour within childcare 
settings while gaining 
valuable work experience 
in a childcare environment. 
Your tutor will support you 
to find and secure this.

Level 3 Diploma 

Two-year course

What will I need?
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English 
language and maths.

What will I study?
Gain a more in-depth 
understanding of child 
development, play 
and learning including 
supporting children with 
literacy and numeracy while 
gaining valuable experience 
on your work placement in a 
childcare setting. 

Little   Einsteins 
Nursery and holiday club 

Get involved in 
community initiatives 

and activities

Gain valuable work 
experience in 

childcare settings

Excellent links with 
primary schools and 
childcare providers

Secure a place at 
university or a job in 

the industry
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• IT Support Technician
• IT Business Analyst
• Systems Designer
• IT Engineer
• Web Designer
• Computer Programmer
• Programme and 

Software Developer
• IT Engineer
• Head of IT

Career Options

*Figures are intended as a guide only 
and will vary. Based on data provided 
by various sources. See back cover for 
more information.

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Connecting Classroom to Career
A qualification in computing and IT could lead to your dream career:

Launch a successful career in the computing and IT industry. You will be based in our state-
of-the-art computer suites, exploring the many dimensions of website design, computer 
game development, multimedia application production, technology systems, programming, 
and computer software and infrastructure.

You will also have the opportunity to impress future employers and universities by gaining 
Microsoft Office Specialist Master (MOS) status alongside your chosen course.

Upon completion of your course, you could choose to progress on to the next level of study, 
start an apprenticeship, go on to university or launch your career in the industry. 

20,257
computing jobs 

within our region 
by 2020*

Predicted growth 
in jobs by 2020*

9.7%

Average earning 
potential per year* 

COMPUTING AND IT

114
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Industry Links

VOCATIONAL COURSES - COMPUTING AND IT

Reasons to study with us

Achieve MOS status 
alongside your 

qualification

Learn from industry 
experts with years of 

experience

Use the latest industry 
software ensuring 

your skills are relevant

Gain valuable work 
experience in the 

industry

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Champ of the 
North

There are many 
apprenticeships 

available in computing 
and IT. To find out more, 

go to page 213.

Our student, Mark 
Brown, was the only 
student in the North 
of England to secure a 
place in the Microsoft 
Office Specialist (MOS) 
World Championship 
Final. 
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Level 1 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
You do not need any formal 
qualifications, just passion 
and a commitment to your 
studies.

What will I study?
Develop your knowledge 
of digital communication 
technologies, explore 
website design and 
spreadsheets and learn 
how to develop computer 
programs.

Level 2 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
Three GCSEs at grade 3 
or above and one GCSE at 
grade 4 or above. 

What will I study?
Explore everything from 
technology systems, 
database development 
and website development 
to multimedia product 
development.

Level 3 Diploma
 

Two-year course

What will I need?
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above.

What will I study?
Develop your knowledge 
and skills in a wide range 
of areas within ICT whilst 
achieving GCSE English 
and maths qualifications 
that you may have missed 
previously. Create software 
using SQL and create an 
event-driven computer 
program using Visual Basic. 

Level 3 Extended 
Diploma*
 
Two-year course

What will I need?
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English 
language and maths.

What will I study?
Advance your skills within 
event driven programming, 
installing and upgrading 
software and system 
security. Explore website 
customisation and the 
development of computer 
games.  
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Level 3 Extended 
Diploma

Two-year course

What will I need?
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English 
language and maths.

What will I study?
Advance your skills within 
event driven programming, 
installing and upgrading 
software and system 
security. Explore website 
customisation and the 
development of computer 
games.  



• Wall and Floor Tiler
• Plumber/Electrician 
• Construction Manager
• Bricklayer/Joiner
• Plasterer/Decorator
• Building Services 

Technician
• Self-employed 

Tradesperson 
• Maintenance Operative

Career Options

*Figures are intended as a guide only 
and will vary. Based on data provided 
by various sources. See back cover for 
more information.

Connecting Classroom to Career
A qualification in construction could lead to your dream career:

The construction industry is constantly growing and evolving, which is what makes working 
in this industry so varied and exciting. Whether it is working on commercial developments, 
innovative housing or working on people’s homes, you will feel like you have one of the best 
careers in the world. 

You will study in purpose built workshops, reflecting the workplace environment, gaining 
practical skills in your chosen trade. You will also have the chance to complete valuable work 
experience and showcase your skills in industry competitions. 

Upon completion of your course, you could choose to progress on to the next level of study, 
start an apprenticeship, go on to university or launch your career in the industry. 

28,946
more construction 

jobs within our region 
by 2020*

Predicted growth 
in jobs by 2020*

7%

Average earning 
potential per year* 

CONSTRUCTION

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

£18k-£55k+
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Industry Links

VOCATIONAL COURSES - CONSTRUCTION

Reasons to study with us

Develop your skills 
in our impressive 

workshops

Interactive learning 
environment

Strong industry links 
with local and 

regional employers

Take part in industry 
competitions like 

SkillBuild

Wetherby Building 
Systems have invested 
over £2,000 to provide 
valuable industry 
training, knowledge 
and work experience to 
construction students, 
helping them to 
become fully prepared 
for a career in the 
industry.

Wetherby Invests 
In Students

There are many 
apprenticeships 

available in construction. 
To find out more, 
go to page 206.
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 BRICKLAYING

Bricklaying is one of the most varied careers in the industry. You could be working 
on commercial developments, restoring buildings or refurbishing tunnel linings.

Level 1 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
GCSEs at grade 4 or above 
in English and maths. If you 
do not achieve this, you’ll 
be supported to complete 
this alongside your course.

What will I study?
Learn the fundamentals 
of bricklaying, understand 
how to construct block, 
brick and cavity walling and 
develop the skills needed to 
use a variety of tools.

 CARPENTRY AND JOINERY

Carpenters and joiners are highly skilled and creative individuals, that construct, 
erect, install and repair wooden structures and fittings.

Level 1 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
GCSEs at grade 4 or above 
in English and maths. If you 
do not achieve this, you’ll 
be supported to complete 
this alongside your course.

What will I study?
Learn how to use hand and 
portable power tools while 
you create woodworking 
joints, frames, doors and 
windows. Understand how 
to put up access equipment 
and scaffolding.

Level 2 Diploma 

One-year course

What will I need?
You should have 
successfully completed a 
level 1 carpentry and joinery 
qualification and be on track 
to achieve grade 4 or above 
in English and maths.

What will I study?
Carry out flooring and 
roofing operations while 
exploring frames, partitions, 
stairs and carpentry 
maintenance and gain 
experience in the industry 
alongside your course.

Level 2 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
You should have 
successfully completed 
a level 1 bricklaying 
qualification and be on track 
to achieve grade 4 or above 
in English and maths.

What will I study?
Interpret scale drawings, 
produce structures and 
develop your practical 
brickwork skills in addition 
to gaining work experience.
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 ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION

Electricians are in high demand due to the rapid growth in the housing sector. 
They install, maintain and repair machinery, appliances and wiring.

Level 1 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
GCSEs at grade 3 or above 
in English and maths.

What will I study?
Learn basic electrical skills; 
both practical and theory 
based, including conduit, 
trunking and installation 
methods while you develop 
a strong understanding of 
lighting circuits and sockets.

 PAINTING AND DECORATING

Painting and decorating is diverse and creative, requiring you to work inside and 
outdoors on structures and buildings such as bridges, museums and houses.

Level 1 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
GCSEs at grade 4 or above 
in English and maths. If you 
do not achieve this, you’ll 
be supported to complete 
this alongside your course.

What will I study?
Discover various paint 
systems, develop a wide 
range of application 
techniques and learn how 
to apply foundation, plain 
papers and decorative 
finishes.

Level 2 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
You should have 
successfully completed 
a level 1 painting and 
decorating qualification 
and be on track to achieve 
grade 4 or above in English 
and maths.

What will I study?
Produce decorative finishes, 
apply paint by brush and 
roller, apply paper to walls 
and ceilings, and prepare 
surfaces while you gain 
valuable work experience.

Level 2 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
GCSEs at grade 4 or above 
in English and maths and a 
level 1 electrical installation 
qualification.

What will I study?
Explore electrical installation 
technology, electrical 
science and gain valuable 
work experience in the 
industry.

VOCATIONAL COURSES - CONSTRUCTION
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 PLASTERING

Plasterers are responsible for applying various types of plaster to inside walls and 
ceilings ensuring they are ready for decorating.

Level 1 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
GCSEs at grade 4 or above 
in English and maths. If you 
do not achieve this, you’ll 
be supported to complete 
this alongside your course.

What will I study?
Discover how to prepare 
surfaces and mix plaster 
materials including applying, 
and setting plaster coats to 
various structures within a 
construction environment.

 PLUMBING

Plumbers are responsible for fitting, servicing and repairing hot and cold water 
systems, as well as heating systems. They also work with gas appliances.

Level 1 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
GCSEs at grade 4 or above 
in English and maths. If you 
do not achieve this, you’ll 
be supported to complete 
this alongside your course.

What will I study?
Learn how to use hand tools 
while you master the art of 
pipe bending and soldering 
techniques. Gain practical 
experience of installing 
bathrooms and heating 
systems.

Level 2 Diploma 

One-year course

What will I need?
GCSEs at grade 4 or above 
in English and maths 
and a level 1 plumbing 
qualification

What will I study?
Enhance your skills in 
plumbing installations, gain 
an understanding of low 
carbon technology and 
renewable energy and gain 
valuable work experience.

Level 2 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
You should have 
successfully completed 
a level 1 plastering 
qualification and be on track 
to achieve grade 4 or above 
in English and maths.

What will I study?
Conduct a variety of 
plastering tasks including 
repair work. Explore project 
management by collating 
costs and gain work 
experience.
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 WALL AND FLOOR TILING

Wall and floor tilers are highly skilled and often work on new buildings or renovate 
existing places, using decorative tiles made of ceramic, clay, marble and glass.

Level 1 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
GCSEs at grade 4 or above 
in English and maths. If you 
do not achieve this, you’ll 
be supported to complete 
this alongside your course.

What will I study?
Prepare, apply and fix 
tiling materials to various 
installations, understand 
building methods and 
construction technology and 
create decorative pattern 
designs.

Level 2 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
You should have 
successfully completed a 
level 1 wall and floor tiling 
qualification.

What will I study?
Develop advanced tiling 
skills, create intricate 
tile designs using a 
range of products and 
techniques and gain a 
stronger understanding of 
construction technology.

VOCATIONAL COURSES - CONSTRUCTION
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Classroom
Level 2 Diploma in Painting and Decorating

Career
Painter and Decorator, Groundlevel

Joined us from
Bridgewater High School

“With my dad and 
brother working in the 
trade, I’m proudly from 
a family of apprentices 
and drew inspiration 
from them. College has 
prepared me for the jobs 
that I undertake in the 
workplace. I’m motivated 
by the earning potential 
that comes with my 
career as I know if I work 
hard, I can do well for 
myself.”
Jamie Abram
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Connecting Classroom to Career



Read his full story at
sthelens.ac.uk/Jamie
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• Presenter
• Sound Technician
• Producer
• Camera Operative
• Director
• Editor
• Post Production 

Technician
• TV Production Runner
• Visual Technician

Career Options

*Figures are intended as a guide only 
and will vary. Based on data provided 
by various sources. See back cover for 
more information.

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Connecting Classroom to Career
A qualification in creative media could lead to your dream career:

Explore the creative world of digital effects and cinematography by creating your own 
blockbuster film trailer. Experiment with multi-camera production and sound recording when 
developing a factual documentary.

Learning in a real work environment, you will develop your skills in our brand new £60,000 TV 
studio, green screen infinity cove and editing suites. You will also have the chance to work on 
live projects with professional clients and national organisations.

Upon completion of your course, you could choose to progress on to the next level of study, 
go on to university or launch your career in the industry. 

£87billion
contribution from the 

creative industries to the 
UK economy*

Predicted growth 
in jobs by 2020*

5.1%

Average earning 
potential per year* 

CREATIVE MEDIA

£24k-£54k+
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Industry Links

VOCATIONAL COURSES - CREATIVE MEDIA

Reasons to study with us

Level 2 BTEC Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
Two GCSEs at grade 3 or 
above and two GCSEs at 
grade 4 or above.

What will I study?
Be creative - write scripts 
and develop ideas for 
videos and productions. 
Enhance your skills 
and knowledge of 
using industry-standard 
equipment including video 
cameras and editing 
software, Premiere Pro.

Level 3 BTEC 
Extended Diploma* 

Two-year course

What will I need?
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English 
and maths.

What will I study?
Plan and edit your own 
productions, including 
music videos, TV 
advertisements or even 
documentaries. Use HD 
video cameras, plus state-
of-the-art sound and lighting 
equipment, while filming on 
location or live in our studio.

Work on live projects 
with professional 

clients

Strong links with 
employers such as 

Adobe

Gain multi-skills 
from a wide range 

of topics

Learn in our TV 
studio, infinity cove 
and editing suites

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Students visited 
MediaCityUK to see 
first-hand how major 
productions are 
created behind-the-
scenes.

Students Explore 
MediaCityUK

Students expanded 
their work portfolio by 
undertaking a live brief, 
commissioned by 
Wish FM, to film a 
‘Dirty Dancing’ flash 
mob.

Filmed In A Flash
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BROADCAST 
PRESENTER

They work on a range of 
television, radio and online 
programmes and are often 
seen as the public face 
or voice of the show. In 
this role, they may also be 
involved in researching 
items for the programme, 
rehearsals, writing scripts 
and liaising with the 
technical team.

£50K+ PER YEAR

SALARY

SOUND 
TECHNICIAN

£35K+ PER YEAR

SALARY

They identify the sound 
requirements for a range 
of situations, often for 
film, radio, television, live 
performances and audio 
recordings. Assembling, 
operating and maintaining 
technical equipment is all 
part of their role and will 
work during production and 
post-production.

Connecting Classroom to Career



LIGHTING 
TECHNICIANPRODUCER

They produce the lighting 
effects for live events such 
as theatre, concerts and 
conferences, or in film and 
TV productions.

Producers take creative, 
financial and organisational 
responsibilities in the 
production and direction 
of television, radio or 
films. They will oversee 
each project from the 
initial planning stage to 
completion and will work 
closely with a wide range of 
staff both on and off shoot.

£15K+ PER YEAR

£54K+ PER YEAR

SALARY

SALARY

ABIGAIL HOUSLEY - CREATIVE MEDIA STUDENT

CAMERA OPERATOR

They operate still, cine 
and television cameras to 
record and project vision 
for entertainment, cultural, 
commercial and industrial 
purposes.

£42K+ PER YEAR

SALARY
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• Fabricator Welder
• Electrical Engineer
• CAD and CAM 

Technician
• Principal Engineer
• Automation Engineer
• Production Engineer
• Mechanical Engineer
• Design or Development 

Engineer

Career Options

*Figures are intended as a guide only 
and will vary. Based on data provided 
by various sources. See back cover for 
more information.

Connecting Classroom to Career
A qualification in engineering could lead to your dream career:

Rapid advancements in the engineering industry, specifically within the fields of electrical, 
marine, aeronautical, advanced manufacturing and wind turbine, makes working in this 
industry so exciting and varied. 

Working in our engineering workshops, using industry standard machinery and equipment, 
you will explore a wide variety of disciplines from advanced engineering and sheet metal 
work to scientific principles of electricity and turning and milling operations.

Upon completion of your course, you could choose to progress on to the next level of study, 
start an apprenticeship, go on to university or launch your career in the industry. 

8,034
engineering jobs 

within our region by 2020*

96% 
of teachers would 
recommend this 

career*

Average earning 
potential per year* 

ENGINEERING

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

£22k-£60k+
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Industry Links

VOCATIONAL COURSES - ENGINEERING

Reasons to study with us

Courses meet skills 
priorities of the 

engineering industry

Strong links with 
international 
companies

Gain valuable work 
experience alongside 

your course

Use industry 
standard facilities 

and equipment

We are the first general 
Further Education 
College in the 
Liverpool City Region 
to achieve STEM 
Assured Accreditation, 
which means we are 
at the forefront of 
innovative technology 
to offer our students 
the best learning 
experience.

STEM Assured 
Accreditation

There are many 
apprenticeships 

available in engineering. 
To find out more, 
go to page 207.
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 MECHANICAL ENGINEERING

Mechanical engineers manufacture and install machinery and components used in 
many industries such as manufacturing, aerospace and renewable energy.

Level 1 NVQ Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
You do not need any formal 
qualifications, just passion 
and commitment to your 
studies.

What will I study?
Gain fundamental skills and 
knowledge in mechanical 
engineering including 
machining operations while 
gaining practical skills in the 
workshop.

Level 2 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 3 or 
above including maths and 
science.

What will I study?
Explore engineering 
techniques, technical 
drawings and engineering 
principles. Develop 
practical skills within turning 
and milling operations 
and use computer aided 
drawing software.

Level 3 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including maths and 
science.

What will I study?
Understand mechanical 
engineering principles and 
advanced manufacturing 
techniques. Develop skills 
within computer-aided 
design (CAD), advanced 
milling and turning, and 
computer numerical control 
(CNC).
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 FABRICATION AND WELDING

Fabricators and welders are highly skilled, often working within the petrochemical, 
heavy fabrication, manufacturing, shipbuilding and oil extraction industries.

Level 1 NVQ Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
You do not need any formal 
qualifications, just passion 
and commitment to your 
studies.

What will I study?
Gain fundamental skills and 
knowledge in fabrication 
and welding including the 
principles of welding while 
gaining practical skills in the 
workshop.

Level 2 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 3 or 
above, including maths and 
science.

What will I study?
MIG welding using DC 
inverters and fabricating 
small components using 
rollers, pan folders and 
AC resistance welding 
equipment. Experience 
sheet metal work, plate work 
and oxy-fuel cutting.

VOCATIONAL COURSES - ENGINEERING

Level 3 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including maths and 
science.

What will I study?
Specialist welding skills 
using MIG, TIG and MMA 
welding techniques. Explore 
AC transformers and DC 
inverters and weld mild 
steel, stainless steel and 
aluminium in both vertical 
and overhead positions.
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 ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING

Electrical engineers design, develop and maintain electrical systems, machinery 
and components within an engineering environment.

Level 1 NVQ Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
You do not need any formal 
qualifications, just passion 
and commitment to your 
studies.

What will I study?
Gain fundamental skills 
and knowledge in electrical 
engineering including the 
principles of electrical 
installation while gaining 
practical skills in the 
workshop.

Level 2 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including maths and 
science.

What will I study?
Explore engineering 
environmental awareness 
and technical drawing. 
Gain an understanding of 
devices and electrical and 
electronic testing methods.

Level 3 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English, 
maths and science.

What will I study?
Explore engineering 
mathematics and 
Programmable Logic 
Controllers (PLCs) 
while developing your 
understanding of electrical 
testing, commissioning 
and installation of electrical 
equipment.
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Classroom
Level 3 Advanced Diploma in Engineering

Career
Managing Director, C.J.S Engineering

Joined us from
Cansfield High School

“The course had great 
links. Valuable work 
experience with global 
engineering companies 
helped me to understand 
what was needed to 
succeed in the industry. 
I became equipped with 
the skills needed to 
launch my own business.”
Cameron James Stephenson
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Connecting Classroom to Career



Read his full story at
sthelens.ac.uk/Cameron
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• Florist
• Florist Manager
• Lecturer
• Wedding Specialist
• Business Owner
• Interior Designer
• Events Coordinator
• Venue Dresser

Career Options

Connecting Classroom to Career
A qualification in floristry could lead to your dream career:

Develop your creativity in our very own floristry shop, The Flower Studio, designing intricate 
arrangements for paying customers, exploring floral designs for special occasions and 
maintaining the condition of plants and planted designs.

You will also have the opportunity to showcase your work at industry competitions such as the 
Southport Flower Show and RHS Flower Show Tatton Park.

Upon completion of your course, you could choose to progress on to the next level of study, 
start an apprenticeship or launch your career in the industry. 

356
floristry jobs within our 

region by 2020*

Predicted growth 
in jobs by 2020*

3%

Average earning 
potential per year* 

FLORISTRY

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

£15k-£35k+

*Figures are intended as a guide only 
and will vary. Based on data provided 
by various sources. See back cover for 
more information.
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Industry Links

VOCATIONAL COURSES - FLORISTRY

Reasons to study with us

Gain valuable work 
experience with local 

businesses

Compete and 
showcase your skills 

in competitions

Take part in 
employability and 
enterprise sessions

Industry 
experienced tutors 
with employer links

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Level 2 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
GCSEs at grade 4 or above 
in English and maths.

What will I study?
Enhance your skills by 
creating floral designs, 
arrangements and hand tied 
bouquets. Explore floristry 
for weddings, funerals and 
large events and complete 
work experience in the 
industry. 

Level 3 Diploma 

One-year course

What will I need?
You should have 
successfully completed 
a full level 2 diploma in 
floristry qualification.

What will I study?
Understand the importance 
of corporate identity, buying 
and business procedures. 
Create complex floral 
designs and arrangements 
for various events and 
complete work experience.

Students regularly 
undertake projects 
with clients such as 
wedding designs, 
graduation ceremony 
displays and floral 
fashion accessories.

Entrepreneurial 
Projects
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Career Options

*Figures are intended as a guide only 
and will vary. Based on data provided 
by various sources. See back cover for 
more information.

Connecting Classroom to Career
A qualification in game art could lead to your dream career:

The games industry is rapidly growing and is always looking for fresh talent. Based within the 
digital arts department, you will design game content, explore character design and concept 
art, and develop skills in 3D modelling, animation and digital painting.

By using industry standard software such as Photoshop, InDesign, Unreal Engine, Autodesk 
Maya, Mudbox and After Effects, you will gain a competitive advantage over others when 
entering the industry. You will also have opportunities to showcase your work in exhibitions.

Upon completion of your course, you could choose to progress on to the next level of study, 
go on to university or launch your career in the industry.

5,473
currently employed in 

the UK industry*

1,176
games released 

from the Northwest 
this year*

Average earning 
potential per year* 

GAME ART

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

• Concept Artist
• Computer Games 

Designer
• Computer Games 

Developer
• Quality Assurance 

Tester
• Animator
• 3D Modeler 
• Environment Artist

£15k-£70k+
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Industry Links

VOCATIONAL COURSES - GAME ART

Reasons to study with us

Strong links with the 
games industry in the 

Northwest

Dedicated work space 
in our multimedia 

studio 

Gain Adobe 
Certified Associate 

qualification

Work on live projects 
with local employers

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Level 3 BTEC 
Extended Diploma*

Two-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English 
and preferably an art 
related subject.

What will I study?
Explore both digital 
and traditional artistic 
disciplines. Study 
environment and character 
design, game document 
creation, concept art, digital 
painting, 3D modelling and 
observational drawing.

Students have a 
fantastic opportunity 
to exhibit their work 
at the end-of-year art 
exhibition, giving them 
the chance to show 
off all of their work to 
friends, family and the 
local arts community. 
Students have 
previously won awards 
for outstanding work. 

Creative Arts 
Exhibition

Jade Fenton
Level 3 BTEC Extended
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WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

DEAN LAWTON JACK TURTON

JAMES BRISCO

Student Work
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VOCATIONAL COURSES - GAME ART

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

CALLUM SOUTHERN

RYAN KAY
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Career Options

*Figures are intended as a guide only 
and will vary. Based on data provided 
by various sources. See back cover for 
more information.

Connecting Classroom to Career
A qualification in graphic design could lead to your dream career:

Design fonts and typefaces, manipulate photographs, create logos and branding and explore 
the world of advertising.

Working in our Apple Mac studio, you will use the latest software including Adobe Photoshop, 
Illustrator, InDesign and After Effects. You will also have the opportunity to work on projects 
in collaboration with the creative industries departments, as well as live briefs with local 
businesses and artists. Your tutors are active in their fields, having held successful careers 
within the industry.

Upon completion of your course, you could choose to progress on to the next level of study, 
go on to university or launch your career in the industry. 

2,233
graphic design jobs 

within our region by 2020*
Average earning 

potential per year* 

GRAPHIC DESIGN

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

• Graphic Designer
• Graphic Design 

Manager
• Creative Director
• Animator
• Product Designer
• Clothing Designer
• Art Editor
• Packing Technologist
• Transport Designer

Predicted growth 
in jobs by 2020*

6%

£18k-£50k+
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Industry Links

VOCATIONAL COURSES - GRAPHIC DESIGN

Reasons to study with us

Strong links with the 
design community in 

the Northwest

Work on live projects 
with local businesses

Gain Adobe 
Certified Associate 

qualification

Dedicated work 
space in our Apple 

Mac studio

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Level 3 BTEC 
Extended Diploma*

Two-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English 
and preferably an art based 
subject.

What will I study?
Develop drawing, software, 
visual awareness and 
compositional skills. Explore 
everything from designing 
fonts and typefaces and 
manipulating photographs 
to investigating advertising 
and studying 2D animation.

Live Brief With 
The NHS

Matthew Mitchell
Level 3 BTEC Extended

Students, Matthew 
Mitchell and Chloe 
Berrigan, designed 
promotional flyers and 
posters for Merseyside 
Health Sector Careers 
Engagement Hub. They 
were so impressed with 
the quality of the work, 
that they are keen to 
work with our students 
on future projects!
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CHLOE BERRIGAN ELLIOT HYNES

NATHAN WILLS

Student Work
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VOCATIONAL COURSES - GRAPHIC DESIGN

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

NATHAN KANE-FRAZER LEE ROSKELL-DAVIES

LIAM ATHERTON
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• Hairdresser
• Barber
• Colour Specialist
• Senior Stylist
• Creative Director
• Salon Owner
• Graduate Stylist
• Junior Hairdresser
• Image Consultant
• Salon Manager

Career Options

*Figures are intended as a guide only 
and will vary. Based on data provided 
by various sources. See back cover for 
more information.

Connecting Classroom to Career
A qualification in hairdressing and barbering could lead to your dream career:

From colouring and cutting hair to blow-drying, nourishing and styling, you will develop your 
skills and knowledge in our very own commercial hairdressing salon, The Lounge.

Explore the art of colouring hair, create beautiful hair designs, perfect your cutting skills and 
discover how to trim men’s facial hair with precision.

Take advantage of extra enrichment activities to boost your CV and participate in industry 
competitions.

Upon completion of your course, you could choose to progress on to the next level of study, 
start an apprenticeship, go on to university or launch your career in the industry. 

3,857
hairdressing and 

barbering jobs within 
our region by 2020*

Predicted growth 
in jobs by 2020*

11%

Average earning 
potential per year* 

CONSTRUCTION

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

HAIRDRESSING 
AND BARBERING

£24k-£54k+
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Industry Links

VOCATIONAL COURSES - HAIRDRESSING AND BARBERING

Reasons to study with us

Enter prestigious 
industry 

competitions 

Develop your skills on 
paying customers

Learn using brands 
such as L’Oréal 

Take part in lots of 
enrichment activities

Hair and beauty 
students competed 
in the Association 
of Hairdressers and 
Therapists (AHT) 
regional competition 
against students from 
other college’s. They 
scooped first prize in 
Bridal and third in Cut 
and Blow Dry! 

First Place 
At Industry 
Competition 

There are many 
apprenticeships 

available in hairdressing 
and barbering. 

To find out more, 
go to page 212.
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 HAIRDRESSING

Hairdressing is an exciting and creative career choice and can lead to many career 
opportunities often in salons, on cruise ships, in the media, and even teaching.

Level 1 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
You do not need any formal 
qualifications, just passion 
and a commitment to your 
studies.

What will I study?
Develop a strong foundation 
of hairdressing skills and 
knowledge including how to 
dress, style and colour hair 
effectively. 

 BARBERING

Barbers are creative professionals that cut, trim, groom, shape, and taper their 
clients’ hair to perfection including facial hair maintenance and custom shaves.

Level 2 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 3 or 
above, including English 
and maths.

What will I study?
Learn how to provide client 
consultations and enhance 
your cutting techniques 
including shampooing and 
conditioning the scalp, 
trimming facial hair and 
cutting and styling men’s 
hair. 

Level 3 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
GCSEs at grade 3 or above, 
in English and maths, 
and a level 2 barbering 
qualification.

What will I study?
Develop advanced cutting 
and trimming skills and 
explore salon management. 
Understand how to provide 
first-class consultations and 
how to sell popular products 
and services to clients.

Level 2 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 3 or 
above, including English 
and maths.

What will I study?
Understand the importance 
of customer service, 
practice your colouring 
and lightening hair 
techniques, develop your 
cutting skills and explore 
the art of shampooing and 
conditioning.

Level 3 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
GCSEs at grade 3 or above 
in English and maths and 
a level 2 hairdressing 
qualification. 

What will I study?
Explore salon management 
and advance your cutting, 
colouring and styling skills. 
Learn how to provide a first-
class salon experience. 
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 HAIR AND BEAUTY

A career in hair and beauty is varied and creative and can often lead to fantastic 
professional opportunities in the UK and abroad. 

Level 2 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
GCSEs at grade 2 or above 
in English and maths and 
a level 1 hairdressing 
qualification.

What will I study?
Create an image based 
on a theme, explore basic 
plaiting, cutting and blow-
drying techniques and study 
additional units such as face 
painting, nail art or eyebrow 
shaping.

VOCATIONAL COURSES - HAIRDRESSING AND BARBERING

Practice your 
skills on paying 
clients in our 
commercial salon, 
The Lounge.
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SALON OWNER

£45K+ PER YEAR

SALARY

They are responsible 
for a team of staff, while 
performing a wide range 
of jobs on a daily basis 
including providing hair 
and beauty treatments, 
advertising opportunities, 
purchasing stock, 
managing the full team and 
working on the accounts.

Connecting Classroom to Career



HAIRDRESSER

£20K+ PER YEAR

SALARY

They work in a wide range 
of settings, from large, city 
based studios to boutique 
salons and cruise ships. 
They are often required to 
undertake all aspects of 
hairdressing, from greeting 
clients, to shampooing 
and conditioning hair and 
keeping the salon tidy. 

COLOUR 
SPECIALIST

Colour Specialists use 
a range of techniques 
such as dip dye, tints or 
foils to colour hair and 
may be responsible for 
ordering salon supplies 
and ensuring chemical 
based products are stored 
correctly. 

£25K+ PER YEAR

SALARY

CHELSEA MOFFATT - HAIRDRESSING STUDENT 
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• Social Worker
• Dental Nurse
• Care Worker
• Midwife
• Nurse
• Health Care Assistant
• Residential Care 

Manager
• Primary School Teacher
• Youth Worker

Career Options

*Figures are intended as a guide only 
and will vary. Based on data provided 
by various sources. See back cover for 
more information.

Connecting Classroom to Career
A qualification in health, social care and nursing could lead to your dream career:

Working in health, social care and nursing is so varied and rewarding. Whether it is working 
in a hospital, care home, dental practice or in the community, you will feel like you have one 
of the best careers in the world.

You will gain hands-on experience in a real, healthcare setting alongside your course, taking 
advantage of our strong links with employers such as the NHS. You will even have the chance 
to gain first-hand insight from special guest speakers in the industry.  

Upon completion of your course, you could choose to progress on to the next level of study, 
start an apprenticeship or go on to university and launch your career in the industry. 

112,998
health, social care and 
nursing jobs within our 

region by 2020*
Average earning 

potential per year* 

ENGINEERING

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

HEALTH, SOCIAL CARE 
AND NURSING

Predicted growth 
in jobs by 2020*

5%

£15k-£48k+
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Industry Links

Reasons to study with us

Diverse range of 
courses from dentistry 

to social care

Great industry links 
such as NHS and 
Kiln Lane Dental

Gain comprehensive 
work experience

Dedicated support and 
guidance throughout 

your course

All of our dental 
courses are validated 
by the General Dental 
Council, which ensures 
that your learning 
is of the highest 
professional standard, 
ready for when you 
enter the industry. 

Students took part in 
a Twitter campaign 
backed by the NHS, 
reminding healthcare 
professionals of 
the importance of 
introducing themselves 
to patients!

General Dental 
Council 

Hello My Name Is

There are many 
apprenticeships 

available in health, 
social care and nursing. 

To find out more, 
go to page 217.

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

VOCATIONAL COURSES - HEALTH, SOCIAL CARE 
AND NURSING
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 HEALTHCARE SCIENCE AND SOCIAL CARE 

Healthcare science and social care play a pivotal role in ensuring the health and 
wellbeing of patients and vulnerable people. There is an increasing demand and 
unlimited opportunities for skilled professionals in the industry.

Level 1 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
GCSE at grade 2 in either 
English or maths.

What will I study?
Learn everything from drug 
awareness, healthy living 
and safeguarding to human 
growth and development, 
mental health and principles 
of care.

Level 2 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 3 or 
above, including English 
and maths.

What will I study?
Gain fundamental 
knowledge of anatomy 
and physiology, dementia, 
nutrition and health 
care practice while you 
undertake a work placement 
within a local healthcare 
setting.

Level 3 Extended 
Diploma*

Two-year course

What will I need?
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English 
and maths.

What will I study?
Take your skills and 
knowledge to the next level 
and explore everything 
from health promotion and 
psychological disorders 
to anatomy, physiology 
and human lifespan 
development. You will 
also gain valuable work 
experience.

Level 3 Extended 
Diploma (Health Studies)*

Two-year course

What will I need?
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English 
and maths. GCSE in 
science is preferable but it 
is not mandatory.

What will I study?
Develop your skill set within 
the allied health professions 
and study public health, 
physiological disorders, 
health psychology, infection 
prevention and control, 
and caring for individuals 
with dementia. You’ll also 
complete work experience.
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VOCATIONAL COURSES - HEALTH, SOCIAL CARE 
AND NURSING
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 DENTAL NURSING

Dental nurses assist dentists with all aspects of patient care, from sterilising 
instruments and recording information to participating during specialist treatments.

Level 2 Certificate

One-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 3 or 
above, including English 
and maths.

What will I study?
Focusing on direct, chair 
side work, you will develop 
your understanding of oral 
hygiene, facial anatomy 
and cross infection while 
using dental equipment, 
instruments and materials. 
Explore a variety of job roles 
within a dental setting.

Level 3 Advanced 
Diploma

Two-year course

What will I need?
GCSEs at grade 4 or above, 
including English, maths 
and one science.

What will I study?
Work experience within 
a local dental practice 
is a key element of this 
course. When you are not 
perfecting your skills at the 
dental practice, you’ll be 
based in the classroom, 
developing your knowledge 
of decontamination 
procedures, infection 
control, restorative dentistry, 
prosthesis, endodontics and 
minor oral surgery.
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Classroom
Level 3 Diploma in Dental Nursing

Career
Dental Nurse, Croft Dental Care

Joined us from
Lord Derby Academy

“The majority of my 
learning takes place in 
the workplace - which 
I love as each day is so 
different and exciting. 
It’s great being mentored 
by the dentist and his 
team as well as my tutor, 
they really invest a lot of 
time to make sure you 
succeed.”
Faye Boland

Connecting Classroom to Career
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Read her full story at
sthelens.ac.uk/Faye
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• Head Gardener
• Plant Nursery Manager
• Groundsperson
• Greenkeeper
• Landscaper 
• Parks Manager
• Landscape Architect
• Botanist
• Entomologist
• Agriculture Manager

Career Options

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Connecting Classroom to Career
A qualification in horticulture could lead to your dream career:

With the great outdoors as your classroom, you will work in local parks, gardens and our very 
own specialist, horticulture centre based at Sherdley Park and Walton Hall Gardens.

Develop your skills and knowledge in a range of areas including preparing, feeding and 
watering plants, principles of machinery, decorative horticulture and an understanding of soil 
science, botany, diseases and propagation.

You will also have the opportunity to showcase your work at industry competitions such as 
Southport Flower Show.

Upon completion of your course, you could choose to progress on to the next level of study, 
start an apprenticeship, go on to university or launch your career in the industry. 

667
horticulture jobs within 

our region by 2020*
Average earning 

potential per year* 

HORTICULTURE

9% 
increase in jobs in 
conservation and 

forestry work*

£15k-£40k+

*Figures are intended as a guide only 
and will vary. Based on data provided 
by various sources. See back cover for 
more information.
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Industry Links

VOCATIONAL COURSES - HORTICULTURE

Reasons to study with us

Compete and 
showcase in industry 

competitions

Gain valuable work 
experience with local 

businesses

Take part in 
employability and 
enterprise sessions

Develop your skills 
at our specialist 

horticulture centre

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Level 1 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
You do not need any formal 
qualifications, just passion 
and commitment to your 
studies.

What will I study?
Learn about all aspects 
of horticulture including 
landscaping, preparing and 
maintaining plants and turf 
using a wide range of tools 
and equipment and growing 
plants from seeds.

Level 2 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
Practical experience in the 
industry or preferably a level 
1 horticulture qualification.

What will I study?
Explore plant identification 
and decorative horticulture. 
Conduct soil tests while 
identifying a range of pests 
and diseases. Maintain 
plants and turf using 
industry machinery.

Level 3 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
Level 2 horticulture 
qualification or equivalent 
including a placement with 
an employer.

What will I study?
Gain in-depth knowledge 
of plant and soil sciences, 
develop estate skills and 
manage sports turf and 
plant propagation. Create 
exterior plant displays and 
gain specialist skills within 
nursery stock production.
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GROUNDSPERSON 
OR GREENKEEPER

£25K+ PER YEAR

SALARY

LANDSCAPER OR 
GARDENER

£25K+ PER YEAR

SALARY

Looking after sports 
grounds such as rugby 
pitches, football pitches, 
tennis courts, golf greens 
and racecourses, they 
often work for a private 
leisure company, a local 
council or within a school 
environment. Tasks include, 
preparing land and pitches 
and operating equipment. 

They look after a range of 
outdoor spaces, including 
parks, gardens and 
conservation reserves.
Tasks may include pruning 
shrubs, raising plants 
from seedlings and basic 
building duties, such as 
building low walls. 

Connecting Classroom to Career



LANDSCAPE 
ARCHITECT

£30K+ PER YEAR

SALARY

BOTANIST

£35K+ PER YEAR

SALARY

They plan, design, create 
and manage the landscapes 
we live in. This may 
range from a local park 
to a housing estate or 
a restoration project. 
They often work in both 
the natural and built 
environment, creating 
innovative and appealing 
areas. 

Sometimes known as 
plant biologists, they study 
all forms of plant life and 
have a varied job role. This 
may include searching for 
new and current species, 
managing a collection and 
training other staff. They 
may choose to specialise in 
a particular area, such as 
marine botany.

JACK THOMSON - HORTICULTURE STUDENT
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• Waiter or Waitress
• Bar Staff
• Restaurant Manager
• Events Manager
• Catering Manager
• Bar Manager
• Kitchen Porter
• Food and Beverage 

Assistant
• Chef De Rang

Career Options

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Connecting Classroom to Career
A qualification in hospitality, food service and events could lead to your dream career:

Explore the art of silver service in our very own, award-winning Colours Restaurant, presenting 
delicious dishes and demonstrating your food and beverage knowledge to paying customers.
In addition to being taught by tutors who have held successful careers at luxury restaurants 
and hotels around the world, you will develop your knowledge of preparing and serving food 
and beverages, learn the principles of supervising hospitality events, explore the hospitality 
industry and perfect your customer service skills. You will also have the opportunity to 
complete work experience with a local employer.
Upon completion of your course, you could choose to progress on to the next level of study, 
start an apprenticeship, go on to university or launch your career in the industry.

36,000
hospitality jobs within 
our region by 2020*

Average earning 
potential per year* 

BUSINESS
HOSPITALITY, FOOD 
SERVICE AND EVENTS

Predicted growth 
in jobs by 2020*

4.1%

*Figures are intended as a guide only 
and will vary. Based on data provided 
by various sources. See back cover for 
more information.
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VOCATIONAL COURSES - HOSPITALITY, FOOD SERVICE 
AND EVENTS

Industry Links

Reasons to study with us

Level 2 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 3 or 
above, including English or 
maths.

What will I study?
How to serve food and hot 
and cold beverages to the 
highest standards including 
silver service, guéridon 
service, table service and 
customer service. Gain an 
understanding of legislation 
and develop menu 
knowledge and design.

Level 3 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English or 
maths.

What will I study?
Take on supervisory 
responsibilities, enhance 
your food and beverage 
skills, explore event 
planning and develop 
valuable, transferable 
leadership skills to prepare 
for a career in the industry. 

Colours provides a 
commercial working 

environment

We guarantee an 
interview with an 

employer

Industry links add 
value to your training

Participate in 
prestigious 

competitions

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

There are many 
apprenticeships available 

in hospitality, food 
service and events. To find 
out more, go to page 212.
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Guest Chef 
Dinners
Students have 
taken part in Guest 
Chef Dinners with 
distinguished chefs at 
Colours Restaurant, 
to develop customer 
service skills and gain 
first-hand experience 
of working within 
a busy restaurant 
environment.
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Classroom
Level 3 Diploma in Hospitality Supervision 
and Leadership

Career
Senior Chef De Rang, The Art School

Joined us from
Rainhill High School

“I gained so much from 
my studies at College, 
the course and the tutors 
gave me the confidence 
and knowledge I required 
to progress. I’ve launched 
a career in the top-end of 
the industry at the multi-
award winning Art School 
Restaurant.”
Katie Donnelly

Connecting Classroom to Career
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Read her full story at
sthelens.ac.uk/Katie
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SOMMELIER

£25K+ PER YEAR

SALARY

Often known as a wine 
waiter, they are responsible 
for the purchasing of 
the restaurants wines, 
developing the wine list and 
making recommendations 
based on customers’ 
chosen dishes. As the 
restaurant’s wine expert, 
they will be required to train 
other staff.

RESTAURANT 
MANAGER

£45K+ PER YEAR

SALARY

They are responsible for 
ensuring the overall smooth 
running of the restaurant, 
through a wide range of 
activities, including ordering 
stock, marketing, preparing 
shift rotas, setting budgets, 
dealing with queries and 
complaints and ensuring  
high quality customer 
service at all times. 

Connecting Classroom to Career



WAITING STAFF

£20K+ PER YEAR

SALARY

CHEF DE RANG

£25K+ PER YEAR

SALARY

They undertake a range of 
duties, including greeting 
customers, taking orders, 
advising on menu choices, 
serving food and drink, 
taking payments and 
ensuring the general 
upkeep of the restaurant. 
They may also provide 
silver service, if working in 
a fine dining restaurant.

Based front of house, 
they focus on providing 
excellent customer service 
and are responsible for a 
specific section of tables in 
a restaurant, looking after 
the needs of all of their 
customers. More common 
in fine dining restaurants, 
the chef de rang will work 
closely with the head waiter.

AMII EDGAR - HOSPITALITY STUDENT
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Career Options

Connecting Classroom to Career
A qualification in logistics, transport and warehousing could lead to your dream career:

Logistics is about getting products and services to the right place at the right time. With 
a career in logistics you could work in a passenger or transport environment, driving, or 
managing aircraft, shipping or road haulage operations. Alternatively, you could be working 
with online systems to manage orders, warehousing and the fulfilment of goods. 

Our strong industry links provide our students with the best possible chance of entering the 
growing jobs market in this industry. You will go behind the scenes at Wincanton, 
The Co-operative, Suttons and more to develop your skills and boost your CV.

Upon completion of your course, you could choose to progress on to the next level of study, 
start an apprenticeship, go on to university or launch your career in the industry. 

35,711
logistics jobs within our 

region by 2020*
Average earning 

potential per year* 

PHOTOGRAPHY

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

• Import & Export Clerk
• Air Traffic Controller
• Bus Driver
• Freight Forwarder
• Logistics & Distribution 

Manager
• Forklift Truck Supervisor
• Passenger Transport 

Manager
• Supply Chain Manager 

Predicted growth 
in jobs by 2020*

4%

LOGISTICS, TRANSPORT 
AND WAREHOUSING

*Figures are intended as a guide only 
and will vary. Based on data provided 
by various sources. See back cover for 
more information.
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Industry Links

Reasons to study with us

A growth sector 
with lots of career 

opportunities

Study in our 
£3million training 

facility 

Develop key 
employability skills

Gain work experience 
with global employers

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

VOCATIONAL COURSES -  LOGISTICS, TRANSPORT 
AND WAREHOUSING

Level 1 Certificate 
in Warehouse and 
Storage 

One-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 2 or 
above.

What will I study?
Explore the importance 
of health and safety in 
a fast-paced logistics 
environment and develop 
an understanding of 
stock levels. Learn how to 
maintain equipment and 
specialise in the packing 
and moving of goods. 

Level 2 Certificate 
in Warehousing and 
Storage

One-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 3 or 
above. 

What will I study?
Establish effective working 
relationships within logistics 
operations through first-
hand experience. Process 
orders and specialise 
in customer care. Gain 
experience using compact 
cranes and forklift side-
loaders.

Level 3 Diploma in 
Warehousing and 
Storage 

One-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above.

What will I study?
Manage and supervise 
the receipt of storage, 
dispatch goods and traffic 
office functions. Gain 
responsibility of stock levels 
and records, inducting 
new colleagues into the 
workplace and arranging 
the transport of goods using 
multiple transport modes.
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• Vehicle Technician
• Mechanic
• Auto Electrician 
• Vehicle Body Builder
• Vehicle Body Repairer
• Vehicle Paint Technician
• MOT Tester
• Service Manager
• Fast Fit Technician
• Sales Representative

Career Options

*Figures are intended as a guide only 
and will vary. Based on data provided 
by various sources. See back cover for 
more information.

Connecting Classroom to Career
A qualification in motor vehicle could lead to your dream career:

The automotive industry is huge and as a major employer, there are lots of career opportunities 
available from designing cars, working in a garage or selling cars in a luxury showroom.

Based in our commercial automotive hub, you will develop your skills and knowledge working 
on real cars in our MOT bay, fast-fit department and spray booth.

All of our tutors are Institute of the Motor Industry (IMI) registered, ensuring that you are being 
taught by the very best in the industry and you will even have the chance to gain valuable 
work experience alongside your course.

Upon completion of your course, you could choose to progress on to the next level of study, 
start an apprenticeship, go on to university or launch your career in the industry. 

3,373
motor vehicle jobs within 

our region by 2020*

31million+
cars on UK roads*

Average earning 
potential per year* 

MOTOR VEHICLE

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

£18k-£35k+
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Industry Links

VOCATIONAL COURSES - MOTOR VEHICLE

Reasons to study with us

You will work on a 
wide range of vehicles

We hold an IMI 
recognised award

Strong links with 
local automotive 

businesses

We have a 
commercial 

Automotive Hub

Thanks to generous 
donations from 
Vauxhall Lookers, 
students have the 
opportunity to work 
with the latest in motor 
vehicle technology, 
having received two 
cars, three engines and 
a gearbox!

Vauxhall 
Donations

There are many 
apprenticeships 

available in motor 
vehicle. To find out 

more, go to page 210.
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 MOTOR VEHICLE MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR

A career in maintenance and repair is exciting. You could find yourself in a car 
dealership, working on the latest supercars or in a Formula 1 pit lane.

Level 1 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
GCSEs at grade 4 or above 
in English and maths. 

What will I study?
Discover how spark and 
compression ignition 
engines work, understand 
the importance of cooling 
and lubrication, as well 
as steering, braking and 
suspension.

Level 2 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
You should have 
successfully completed a 
level 1 qualification. 

What will I study?
Fix faults using 
computerised diagnostic 
tools and industry 
standard equipment. 
Learn everything you 
need to know about light 
vehicles including chassis, 
transmission, engines and 
related systems.

Level 3 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
You should have 
successfully completed a 
level 2 qualification. 

What will I study?
Advance your skills 
studying theoretical 
and practical aspects 
of diagnostics. Maintain 
engine systems, repair and 
replace vehicle tyres, carry 
out wheel alignment and 
inspect steering suspension 
components.
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 MOTOR VEHICLE REPAIR AND REFINISHING

Skilled body repair and refinishing technicians are in high demand. They often work 
in car dealerships and garages or, in some cases, customisation body shops.

Level 1 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
GCSEs at grade 4 or above 
in English and maths.

What will I study?
Learn the basics of vehicle 
body repairs, welding 
techniques and vehicle 
paint application in our 
very own automotive hub, 
working in industry-standard 
facilities and working on 
real cars.

Level 2 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
GCSEs at grade 4 in English 
and maths or, a relevant 
level 1 motor vehicle 
qualification.

What will I study?
Learn how to prepare 
metals and other surfaces 
for repair and discover 
how to apply fillers and 
foundation materials to 
vehicles before going on to 
repair paint defects.

Level 3 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English 
and maths and a level 
2 motor vehicle paint 
qualification.

What will I study?
Advance your skills by 
diagnosing and rectifying 
paint faults, preparing metal 
and pre-painted surfaces, 
establishing paint defects, 
applying topcoats and 
completing refinishing 
colour matching.

Level 2 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
GCSEs at grade 4 in English 
and maths or, a relevant 
level 1 motor vehicle 
qualification.

What will I study?
Gain valuable work 
experience while learning 
how to remove and re-
fit non-permanent, fixed 
motor body panels. 
Explore different welding 
techniques.

VOCATIONAL COURSES - MOTOR VEHICLE

Level 3 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
You should have 
successfully completed 
a level 2 motor vehicle 
qualification.

What will I study?
Learn how to prepare and 
apply paint, understand 
how to diagnose and 
correct paint faults and 
be able to establish paint 
defects.

Vehicle Body Repair And Body Refinishing

Vehicle Paint Repair And Refinishing
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• DJ
• Songwriter
• Sound Engineer
• Music Therapist
• Singer
• Conductor
• Recording Artist
• Radio Producer
• Music Editor
• Promotions Manager

Career Options

*Figures are intended as a guide only 
and will vary. Based on data provided 
by various sources. See back cover for 
more information.

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Connecting Classroom to Career
A qualification in music technology could lead to your dream career:

Explore the world of sound from music production, sequencing and sound creation, to song 
writing, composing for visual media and audio engineering.

In addition to working alongside tutors who hold successful careers in the music industry (and 
have even had their own record label!), you will develop your knowledge of the latest software 
such as Cubase, Reason and Ableton Live.

Whether you want to work in music publishing, at a record label, on live events, as a producer, 
or sound or lighting technician, this could be the first step.

Upon completion of your course, you could choose to progress on to the next level of study, 
go on to university or launch your career in the industry. 

119,020
music professionals 
employed in the UK*

£2.2bn
generated by British 

music artists

Average earning 
potential per year* 

MUSIC TECHNOLOGY
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Industry Links

VOCATIONAL COURSES - MUSIC TECHNOLOGY

Reasons to study with us

Level 2 BTEC Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
Two GCSEs at grade 3 and 
two GCSEs at grade 4.

What will I study?
Explore everything from 
sequencing, producing a 
recording and composing 
for visual media to 
investigating digital and 
mobile music technology.

Level 3 BTEC 
Extended Diploma*

Two-year course

What will I need?
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English or 
maths.

What will I study?
Gain specialist knowledge 
and skills in music 
production, sequencing 
and sound creation, 
songwriting and audio 
engineering. Develop live 
sound techniques, learn 
how to compose music, and 
understand the importance 
of marketing and promotion.

Tutors have years 
of music industry 

experience

Develop your skills 
in our live recording 
studio and Mac suite

Work on live briefs 
and collaboration 

projects

Gain valuable 
employability skills

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Music Technology 
alumnus, Tommy 
Halksworth, now 
works for specialist 
events company, 
DNG Production & 
Event Crew Ltd, as a 
Production and Event 
Technician and was 
recently involved in the 
production of the One 
Love Benefit Concert 
held in Manchester, 
building the stage 
and broadcast tower, 
completing light and 
video checks and 
ensuring the smooth 
running of the event.

Other career highlights 
include going on tour 
with Cliff Richard, 
UB40, The Charlatans, 
Little Mix and The 
Jacksons!

One Love for 
Manchester

175

V
O

C
A

T
IO

N
A

L



• Actor
• Actress
• Play Therapist
• Theatre Manager
• Theatre Director
• Drama Teacher
• Singing Teacher
• Dancer
• Stage Manager
• Stunt Performer

Career Options

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Connecting Classroom to Career
A qualification in performing arts could lead to your dream career:

Based in our drama studio, theatre and bespoke outdoor amphitheatre, you will explore 
everything from audition techniques, acting styles, vocal and movement skills to lighting, 
stage management and performance promotion. 

Showcase your talent to live audiences. Previous students have performed international 
smash hits such as Hairspray and Little Shop of Horrors to a jam-packed theatre! 

Whether you want to work in TV and theatre, start your own dance company, or become a 
performing arts teacher, this course could be the first step towards your big break.

Upon completion of your course, you could choose to progress on to the next level of study, 
go on to university or launch your career in the industry. 

220,000
currently employed in 
the creative industries*

Predicted growth 
in jobs by 2020*

8%

Average earning 
potential per year* 

PERFORMING ARTS

*Figures are intended as a guide only 
and will vary. Based on data provided 
by various sources. See back cover for 
more information.
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Industry Links

VOCATIONAL COURSES - PERFORMING ARTS

Reasons to study with us

Level 2 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
Five GCSEs at grade 3 or 
above, including English 
and preferably drama.

What will I study?
Explore a variety of 
performance genres, 
have the chance to meet 
professionals working in the 
industry, as well as visiting 
theatres and dance venues.

Level 3 Extended 
Diploma*

Two-year course

What will I need?
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English or 
maths.

What will I study?
Through a range of practical 
classes and workshops, 
develop your acting 
styles, practice audition 
techniques, explore vocal 
and movement skills and 
perform to a live audience. 

Partnerships 
with local arts 
organisations

Perform productions 
to live audiences

Tutors have extensive 
industry experience

Strong links with 
performing arts 

professionals

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Students wowed 
audiences with gothic 
fantasy, Gormenghast. 
Using their acting and 
stage design skills, they 
performed to a packed 
out theatre.

Gothic 
Gormenghast

Students teamed up 
with Healthy Living 
St Helens, performing 
live in local schools, to 
raise awareness of the 
dangers of drug use 
and addiction.

Educational 
Performances
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Career Options

Connecting Classroom to Career
A qualification in photography could lead to your dream career:

If you are a visually inspired creative and enjoy capturing the world through a lens, this is the 
perfect course for you.

Develop your photography skills in our colour and monochrome dark room, exploring all aspects 
of digital and traditional film photography, colour printing, working on location, portraiture and 
experimental photography.

Take advantage of exhibition opportunities with local and regional galleries to showcase your 
work. Work on live projects with professional clients such as St Helens Rugby League Club.

Upon completion of your course, you could choose to progress on to the next level of study, 
go on to university or launch your career in the industry. 

2,736
photography jobs within 

our region by 2020*
Average earning 

potential per year* 

PHOTOGRAPHY

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

• Photographer
• Dark Room Technician
• Wedding Photographer
• Forensic Photographer
• Freelancer
• Studio Photographer
• Press Photographer
• Lecturer
• Videographer
• Teacher

Predicted growth 
in jobs by 2020*

6%

*Figures are intended as a guide only 
and will vary. Based on data provided 
by various sources. See back cover for 
more information.
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Students recently 
visited Manchester 
Art Gallery and 
Whitworth Gallery to 
view documentary 
photography 
exhibition, ‘Strange 
and Familiar’ and 
infamous Andy Warhol 
screen prints. Students 
gathered contextual 
and visual ideas whilst 
exploring the theme of 
‘Street Photography’ 
before capturing 
photographs on the 
streets of Manchester.

Industry Links

VOCATIONAL COURSES - PHOTOGRAPHY

Reasons to study with us

Develop your skills in 
our studio space and 

dark room

Work on live projects 
with professional 

clients

Take regular trips for 
inspiration and shoot 

on location

Perfect your style 
through a range of 

techniques

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Level 3 BTEC 
Extended Diploma*

Two-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English 
and/or maths, including 
an art and design based 
subject.

What will I study?
Develop your creativity with 
a range of lens-based and 
photographic media. Learn 
about traditional practices, 
experiment with lighting 
and record your visual 
ideas exploring a variety of 
locations.

Inspirational 
Gallery Trip
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GEMMA WILLIAMS 

CHLOE LAWRENCE

Student Work
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VOCATIONAL COURSES - PHOTOGRAPHY

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

NATHAN FOSTER

SAM ALLSOP

181

V
O

C
A

T
IO

N
A

L



• Army Officer
• Immigration Officer
• Border Force Officer
• Fire Fighter
• Police Officer
• Customs Officer
• Civil Servant
• Navy Officer
• Prison Officer
• Royal Marines Officer

Career Options

Connecting Classroom to Career
A qualification in public and uniformed services could lead to your dream career:

Working alongside tutors who have held successful careers in the industry (on the front-line 
and training officers in the Royal Navy!), you will train to enter the service of your choice.

You’ll develop your team working, problem solving and navigation skills and take part in 
adventurous activities and advanced physical training. Whether you want to join the armed 
forces, the police, prison or probation service, save lives as a firefighter or paramedic 
or protect the UK borders, this could be the first step towards a career within public and 
uniformed services.

Upon completion of your course, you could choose to progress on to the next level of study, 
go on to university or launch your career in the industry. 

35,762
public and uniformed 
services jobs within 
our region by 2020*

200+ 
different roles in 

the UK army*

Average earning 
potential per year* 

ENGINEERING

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

PUBLIC AND UNIFORMED 
SERVICES

*Figures are intended as a guide only 
and will vary. Based on data provided 
by various sources. See back cover for 
more information.
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Industry Links

Reasons to study with us

Leading Northwest 
recruiter for the RAF

Support for your 
interview and fitness 

tests

Special guest 
speakers from 

industry

Build communication 
skills, strength and 

fitness levels

Public and uniformed 
services students had 
an exciting opportunity 
to take part in a Sea 
King helicopter training 
exercise at Altcar 
Training Camp. This 
gave them an exclusive 
insight into air force 
military training.

Helicopter 
Training Exercise

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

VOCATIONAL COURSES - PUBLIC AND UNIFORMED
SERVICES
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 PUBLIC SERVICES

Whether you want to shape government policy or make a difference to your local area, 
there are many opportunities ranging from local authorities to national government.

Level 3 BTEC 
Extended Diploma*

Two-year course

What will I need?
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English 
and maths.

What will I study?
Learn about leadership 
and teamwork, understand 
the impact of war, conflict, 
terrorism, police powers 
and the custodial care 
services (prisons). Take part 
in practical activities such 
as team sports and train 
in the gym to improve your 
health and physical fitness.

Level 3 BTEC 
Extended Diploma
(Non-Uniformed)*

Two-year course

What will I need?
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English 
and maths.

What will I study?
Explore what drives people 
to commit crimes, the legal 
system and the current 
response to global issues 
such as terrorism. Develop 
a thorough understanding 
of human rights and how 
technology is used in public 
sector organisations.

Students had the 
opportunity to 
participate in an 
exclusive eight-week 
civil service programme 
with civil servants from 
the Passport Office, 
HMRC and Merseyside 
Fire and Rescue, to 
build key employability 
skills and experience 
the breadth of career 
options available to 
them.

During the programme, 
students visited the 
Passport Office in 
Southport and

Merseyside Fire and 
Rescue Service in Bootle, 
to take a tour of the 
facilities, complete mock 
interviews and gain 
valuable insight from 
industry professionals.

Callum O’Neill, Level 3 
BTEC Extended Diploma 
in Public Services 
student said, “I really 
enjoyed the mock 
interviews and getting 
to meet different 
professionals from the 
industry. It has been a 
fantastic experience.”

Inspiring Next Generation of Civil 
Servants
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 UNIFORMED SERVICES

Uniformed services are essential to aid and protect the public and can range from 
emergency services and the armed forces to the police and probation service. 

Level 2 NCFE Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 3 or 
above.

What will I study?
Explore different aspects of 
physical fitness, understand 
service routine and 
undertake voluntary work 
experience or participate 
in competitive sports or 
adventurous activities.

Level 3 NCFE Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English 
and maths.

What will I study?
Advance your physical 
training to improve your 
fitness, develop your 
leadership skills, explore 
current affairs, take part 
in adventurous sports 
and learn advanced map 
reading and navigation 
skills. 

VOCATIONAL COURSES - PUBLIC AND UNIFORMED
SERVICES

Level 1 NCFE Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
GCSEs at grade 2 or above 
in English and maths.

What will I study?
Develop your physical 
fitness in our gym and 
sports facilities, as 
well as improving your 
team working skills and 
learning how to carry out 
essential map reading and 
navigation.
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Classroom
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Public and Uniformed Services

Career
Aspiring Police Officer

Joined us from
Rainford High Technology College

“The work placement 
opportunities and 
practical nature of my 
course have opened up 
so many opportunities 
for me. In my spare time, 
I am a Police Cadet for 
Merseyside Police and 
a Young Adviser for St 
Helens Council. My course 
has brought me one step 
closer to becoming a 
Police Officer.”
Ashleigh Robinson
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Read her full story at
sthelens.ac.uk/Ashleigh
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• Fitness Instructor
• Nutritional Adviser
• Personal Trainer
• Health Promotion 

Officer
• Community Sports 

Coach
• Sports Therapist
• Strength and 

Conditioning Coach
• Overseas Sports Coach

Career Options

Connecting Classroom to Career
A qualification in sport, exercise, health and fitness could lead to your dream career:

Training in our exercise studio, gym, sports hall and outdoor adventure facilities, you will learn 
the theory and practice behind sport, exercise, health and fitness.

Explore the benefits of regular exercise, including the science behind fitness and nutrition. 
Learn how to coach a variety of sports in order to run your own successful sports sessions 
and gain high-level knowledge of anatomy, physiology and fitness testing.  
 Whether you want to become a fitness instructor, or community sports coach, studying sport, 
exercise, health and fitness is the first step towards a career in these areas.

Upon completion of your course, you could choose to progress on to the next level of study, 
go on to university or launch your career in the industry.

7,184
sport jobs within our 

region by 2020*

Predicted growth 
in jobs by 2020*

2%

Average earning 
potential per year* 

SPORT

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

SPORT, EXERCISE, 
HEALTH AND FITNESS

*Figures are intended as a guide only 
and will vary. Based on data provided 
by various sources. See back cover for 
more information.
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Year 3 pupils from 
St Aidan’s C of E 
Primary School have 
received coaching 
sessions from our 
students, participating 
in a variety of sports. 
These sessions form 
part of our students’ 
coursework, enabling 
them to develop 
coaching techniques, 
an awareness of 
health, safety and 
safeguarding children 
and the experience of 
planning, conducting 
and evaluating a series 
of sessions.

VOCATIONAL COURSES - SPORT, EXERCISE, HEALTH 
AND FITNESS

Industry Links

Reasons to study with us

Achieve industry 
recognised 

qualifications

Develop your skills in 
state-of-the art 

facilities

Gain valuable 
experience through 

employer links

Improve your fitness 
levels with trained 

staff

Coaching The 
Future

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK 189
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 EXERCISE, HEALTH AND FITNESS

Health organisations are encouraging people to be healthier and more active to 
reduce the risks of major illnesses, increasing the demand for skilled professionals 
within the industry. 

Level 2 Certificate

One-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 3 or 
above including English or 
maths.

What will I study?
Explore anatomy and 
physiology, how to lead 
fitness sessions and 
plan effective training 
programmes. You will also 
gain essential skills needed 
for employment within the 
industry.

 SPORTS AND COACHING 

From leading sports activities in the community to becoming a physical education 
teacher in schools, a career within this industry is both diverse and rewarding.

Level 2 Certificate

One-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 3 or 
above, including English 
and maths.

What will I study?
Learn and develop the 
coaching skills for a 
diverse range of sports 
with particular emphasis 
on football and rugby. Plan 
and run your own sports 
sessions and undertake 
voluntary coaching with 
St Helens Rugby League 
Club and local schools.

Level 3 Diploma 

Two-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English 
and maths.

What will I study?
Develop your understanding 
of anatomy and physiology 
to gain an insight into the 
effects of exercise training 
on the body. Apply this 
knowledge to physical 
activity and sports coaching 
sessions designed to 
enhance performance. 

Level 3 NCFE 
Extended Diploma*

Two-year course

What will I need?
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English or 
maths.

What will I study?
Gain an understanding 
of the sport and physical 
activity sector, complete 
a work placement and 
explore everything from 
anatomy and physiology 
to fitness testing, exercise 
prescription and nutrition.
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SPORTS 
COMMUNITY COACH

£25K+ PER YEAR

SALARY

This involves the delivery of 
quality sports coaching and 
physical activity. Coaches 
often work with local 
authorities, sport governing 
bodies, schools, sport 
clubs and leisure centres to 
increase the participation of 
people to enhance sporting 
success. 

FITNESS 
INSTRUCTOR

£15K-£18K+ PER YEAR

SALARY

Working in a range of 
settings, including gyms 
and health clubs, they 
deliver a range of fitness 
classes, provide one-to-one 
advice and create personal 
exercise programmes. 
They also help with 
the upkeep of the gym, 
ensuring health and safety 
is followed at all times.

Connecting Classroom to Career



BRADLEY BILLSBOROUGH - SPORT STUDENT

SPORTS 
THERAPIST

£30K+ PER YEAR

SALARY

They work with athletes or 
participants to help prevent 
injuries, recognise, manage 
and treat them should they 
occur, and then rehabilitate 
them back to fitness. 
Working in settings such as 
injury clinics, a sports club 
or with a sportsperson, they 
ensure they are training 
and competing safely. 

V
O

C
A

T
IO

N
A

L



• Holiday Representative
• Cabin Crew
• Tourism Officer
• Tourist Information 

Centre Manager
• Travel Agency Manager
• Customer Service 

Manager
• Event Organiser
• Hotel Manager

Career Options

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Connecting Classroom to Career
A qualification in travel and tourism could lead to your dream career.

Airport operations staff, cabin crew and holiday representatives play a very important role 
in the delivery of the customer experience, so you will learn about different cultures and 
customs to provide a first class experience.
Develop your customer service skills, understand the various roles within the industry, 
explore the importance of marketing and event management and gain first-hand insight into 
the operations of a holiday resort. From work experience with Eurocamp in Holland and 
learning Mandarin, to wet drill training and meeting big employers like Jet2.com, your course 
is enriched with lots of trips, visits and activities.
Upon completion of your course, you could choose to progress on to the next level of study, 
go on to university or launch your career in the industry. 

51,000
people currently 

employed in the travel 
and tourism industry  

within our region*
Average earning 

potential per year* 

TRAVEL AND TOURISM

Predicted growth in 
jobs by 2020*

4% 

*Figures are intended as a guide only 
and will vary. Based on data provided 
by various sources. See back cover for 
more information.
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Industry Links

VOCATIONAL COURSES - TRAVEL AND TOURISM

Reasons to study with us

Exciting trips and 
experiences in the UK 

and abroad

Inspirational guest 
speakers

Develop your skills 
in our mock aircraft 

cabin

Tutors have industry 
links and years of 

experience

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Students recently 
added Mandarin 
lessons to their 
curriculum, which 
not only provides 
a comprehensive 
understanding of 
the Chinese culture, 
but also gives them 
the opportunity to 
develop crucial foreign 
language skills to help 
them prepare for a 
career in the industry. 

Mandarin 
Lessons
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 TRAVEL AND TOURISM

The travel and tourism industry is thriving, offering a range of career opportunities 
from cruise services to travel agents, holiday reps and tourism marketing. 

Level 2 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 3 or 
above, including English 
and maths.

What will I study?
Explore everything from 
customer service, retail 
travel services and visitor 
attractions to resort 
representatives, tour 
operations and promotional 
activities in travel and 
tourism.

Level 3 BTEC 
Extended Diploma*

Two-year course

What will I need?
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English 
and maths.

What will I study?
Develop awareness of 
the latest travel trends, 
both nationally and 
internationally, gain 
valuable work experience, 
understand the importance 
of marketing and discover 
what it takes to become a 
holiday representative.

 HOLIDAY REPRESENTATIVES

Holiday representatives are responsible for looking after groups of clients on 
package holidays at resorts and ensure that they enjoy their holiday.

Level 3 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 4 
including English, or a level 
2 qualification. You will also 
need to be aged 18 upon 
completion of this course.

What will I study?
Understand the role of 
an overseas holiday rep 
and explore tour operator 
products and services. 
Learn how to respond to 
emergencies.
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VOCATIONAL COURSES - TRAVEL AND TOURISM

 CABIN CREW AND AIRPORT OPERATIONS

Cabin crew and airport operations staff play a very important role in the delivery 
of first class customer experience. They have the opportunity to travel the world.

Level 2 Diploma

One-year course

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 3 or 
above including English and 
maths. You will need to be 
aged 18 upon completion of 
this course.

What will I study?
Participate in wet drill 
training, developing your 
water survival techniques 
and emergency evacuation 
cabin procedures and gain 
a stronger understanding of 
the role of air cabin crew. 

Practice your skills in our mock aircraft cabin and 
simulated check in and baggage desk. 

Cabin crew students 
visited Fleetwood 
Nautical Campus in 
Blackpool recently 
as part of their water 
survival assessment 
training. They 
demonstrated their 
water survival and 
life-saving techniques, 
assembled a life raft 
and demonstrated how 
to safely board a life 
raft.

Water Survival 
Assessment 
Training

197

V
O

C
A

T
IO

N
A

L



Classroom
Level 3 BTEC Extended Diploma in Travel and Tourism

Career
Air Cabin Crew, British Airways

Joined us from
The Deanery High School

“The industry experience 
of tutors coupled with 
the insight that you gain 
from them is invaluable. 
We are trained to 
understand and maintain 
the uncompromising 
standards that the 
industry expects. This all 
helped in securing my 
dream career with British 
Airways.”

Connecting Classroom to Career

Olivia Hurst

198



Read her full story at
sthelens.ac.uk/Olivia
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Apprenticeships 
are a great way to 
develop your skills and 
experience on-the-
job whilst gaining a 
recognised qualification. 
One of the many benefits 
is, you’ll get paid to do it.

An apprenticeship is an 
actual job, meaning that 
you’ll spend more time 
out in the workplace than 
in the classroom, learning 

and perfecting your 
skills. So if you prefer to 
learn by doing, then an 
apprenticeship is a great 
place to start.

There are so many 
apprenticeships to 
choose from across a 
huge range of industries 
(some of which you 
will be able to explore 
over the next couple of 
pages), so you will never 

be stuck for choice.

Apprenticeships can 
take one to four years 
to complete, depending 
on which level you 
start at and the type 
of apprenticeship you 
choose. This means by 
the time you complete 
it, you’ll know your job 
inside and out, and could 
have the chance to move 
up the career ladder.

APPRENTICES WORK FOR 
A MINIMUM OF 30 HOURS A 

WEEK AND A MAXIMUM OF 40 
HOURS A WEEK. 

FOUR DAYS A WEEK WILL BE 
SPENT IN THE WORKPLACE TO 

GAIN ON-THE-JOB EXPERIENCE.

ONE DAY A WEEK WILL BE 
SPENT GAINING YOUR WORK-

RELATED QUALIFICATIONS.

YOU WILL EARN AT LEAST THE 
NATIONAL MINIMUM WAGE FOR 

APPRENTICES IN YOUR AGE 
GROUP. 

£ £

30 4hours

1

days
work

day
study

Earn a wage

APPRENTICESHIPS
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Competition for apprenticeship job vacancies is fierce… get yourself ahead 
of the competition with our free, Apprenticeship Summer Workshops.

Not only will you leave with an impressive CV to help you secure your dream 
apprenticeship, but you’ll also have developed valuable employability skills to 

demonstrate to employers that you have it what it takes to be a great apprentice.

WEDNESDAY 25TH JULY 2018
9.30AM - 12.00PM

Confidence Building, Self-Promotion 
and Interview Techniques

THURSDAY 26TH JULY 2018
9.30AM - 12.00PM
Creating an Impressive CV

APPRENTICESHIP 
SUMMER WORKSHOPS

For more information and to book your place, visit 
www.sthelens.ac.uk/summer

202
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APPRENTICESHIPS - EARN WHILE YOU 
LEARN WITH US

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Achievement 
Rates

We’ve achieved an 
impressive 74.1% current 
overall achievement rate 
for our apprenticeship 
provision, placing us at 
7.1% above the national 
average.†

Largest
Apprenticeship
Provider 
Strong collaborations 
with local, regional and 
national employers, make 
us one of the largest 
apprenticeship providers 
in the area.

Industry 
Experts

St Helens College tutors 
are experts in their fields 
with specialist knowledge 
of industry.

Dedicated
Support

Each apprentice has 
their own dedicated 
assessor to monitor their 
progress and to provide 
support throughout their 
apprenticeship.

Excellent 
Progression

On completion of their 
apprenticeship, the 
majority of apprentices 
went on to gain 
employment or continue 
higher levels of study.

EARN WHILE 
YOU LEARN 
WITH US
01

04

02

05

03

06

Employer 
Partnerships

We work with over 500 
employers across the 
Northwest, providing 
an extensive range 
of apprenticeship 
opportunities.

†Department for Education National Achievement Tables 2015/2016 
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APPLICATION 
PROCESS

Visit St Helens College Job Shop: www.sthelens.ac.uk/JobShop 
to search for live apprenticeship vacancies. To apply for a role, you 
must register your details with the National Apprenticeship Service 

www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship. 

ROUTE ONE
You know what industry you want to work in, but you need to find a 

suitable job vacancy.

Once you have started applying, you will receive a phone call from 
us to find out more about you and to check you meet the criteria for 

the role you have applied for. This may involve a telephone interview, 
face-to-face interview and English and maths assessments.

Once you’ve passed the criteria checks, you may be invited for an 
interview with the employer. This is your chance to sell yourself and 

tell them why you are the best person for the role.

The decision on who gets the apprenticeship is down to the 
employer, so it’s important that you shine at interview stage.

If you are successful and gain an apprenticeship with an employer, 
we will arrange the final details such as a start date and contract of 

employment. 

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

If you are currently in Year 11, you will only be able to start an apprenticeship after 
Friday 29th June 2018, and must be aged 16. In the meantime, you should still 
complete an application form to study a full-time course at St Helens College in your 
chosen apprenticeship area, for example, construction, beauty or business. You can do 
this by visiting www.sthelens.ac.uk.  

Don’t worry if you have been unsuccessful! Start the full-time course at College and make your 
tutor aware that you would like an apprenticeship. Keep applying and once you are successful, we 
can transfer you on to the apprenticeship pathway.

If you are not quite ready for an apprenticeship, a traineeship maybe another option to consider as 
it will help you to develop the skills and experience needed to secure an apprenticeship.
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ROUTE TWO

Colleges and employers will get in 
touch after you have submitted an 
application. It is important to make 

sure you answer your phone even if 
the number appears as unknown and 
set up a voicemail so they can leave 

messages.

Although you may be waiting to 
receive your GCSE results, start 

applying for apprenticeships over the 
summer – don’t wait until September. 

Not only will this give you a head 
start on the application process, but 
employers may offer you some work 
experience in the meantime, which 

could then lead to an apprenticeship.

You’ll need a stand out CV to impress 
employers. Don’t worry! We can help 

you with this. Why not attend our 
summer workshops? See page 202.

Search and apply for vacancies on 
www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeships 
or via St Helens College Job Shop.  
Need advice on how to do this? We 

have some great tips that we’d love to 
share with you.

You will need to get in touch to let us know 
your employer’s contact details and the 
details of the apprenticeship you have 

secured.

You can do this by calling 01744 623225 
or email lhumphreys1@sthelens.ac.uk

We will speak to your employer to sort out 
the final details such as a start date and 

contract of employment and then you’ll be 
ready to start your apprenticeship!

You already know of, or have found, an 
employer who will employ you as an 

apprentice.

TOP TIPS

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

APPRENTICESHIPS - APPLICATION PROCESS
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Construction is a multi-billion pound 
industry and it is estimated that an 
additional 135,500 apprentices will need 
to be employed in the construction sector 
by 2020.

Apprenticeships are a highly valued and 
recognised pathway into construction, 
covering a wide variety of occupations, 
from qualified scaffolders and plasterers 
to surveyors, civil engineers and site 
managers. 

Choose from a range of apprenticeships 
in construction, including:

• Bricklaying
• Carpentry and Joinery
• Electrical Installation
• Painting and Decorating
• Plastering
• Plumbing
• Wall and Floor Tiling

Qualities Required:
• Physically fit
• Able to work as part of a team
• Able to follow both written and verbal 

instructions 
• Comfortable with working at heights
• Excellent practical skills

Useful Resources:
www.citb.co.uk/bconstructive  
www.goconstruct.org 
www.nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk   
www.getingofar.gov.uk 

CONSTRUCTION
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The UK is a world leader in engineering 
and therefore spans a huge variety of 
specialisms, from aerospace and aviation 
to renewable energy and manufacturing 
technologies.
  Engineering employers are projected to 
need 1.82 million people with engineering 
skills by 2020, in order to preserve some 
of the world’s most complex functions, 
from maintaining clean energy supplies 
to finding sustainable ways to grow food, 
build houses and travel.

Choose from a range of engineering 
apprenticeships, including:
 • Electrical Engineering 

• Fabrication and Welding
• Mechanical Engineering

Qualities Required:
• Good communication skills
• Able to work both independently or 

as a team
• Good understanding of technology 
• Excellent at physics and maths 
• Methodical and good at solving 

problems
• Able to follow both written and verbal 

instructions

Useful Resources:
www.semta.org.uk 
www.nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk   
www.getingofar.gov.uk 
www.ecitb.org.uk 
www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk 
 

ENGINEERING

APPRENTICESHIPS - APPRENTICESHIP CHOICES
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Classroom
Level 3 Mechanical Engineering Apprenticeship

Career
Mechanical Engineer Apprentice at Thermo Fisher Scientific

Joined us from
Rainford High Technology College

“As an apprentice, I 
have so many fantastic 
opportunities to advance 
my skills and surround 
myself with people I can 
really learn from. I prefer 
a more practical, hands-
on way of learning, so an 
apprenticeship is a great 
fit for me.”
Olivia Wootton
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Read her full story at
sthelens.ac.uk/OliviaW
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With over 32 million vehicles on the UK’s 
roads, the automotive industry plays such 
an essential role in our lives, enabling us 
to get from A to B. 

The growing complexity of today’s 
vehicles, and the pressure to deliver a 
high-quality customer experience, has 
created a demand for skilled professionals 
within the industry, ranging from technical 
roles such as a light vehicle master 
technician to customer service and sales 
roles such as a sales manager or a dealer 
principal.

Choose from a range of motor vehicle 
apprenticeships, including: 

• Body Repair and Paint
• Maintenance and Repair

Qualities Required:
• Good technical skills
• Good customer service skills
• Able to work in a team and on your own
• Good maths and IT skills
• Enjoy working with your hands and 

using tools 
• Good problem solving skills

Useful Resources:
www.theimi.org.uk/careers
www.autocity.org.uk/
www.nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk   
www.getingofar.gov.uk 
www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship 

MOTOR VEHICLE
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LOGISTICS, TRANSPORT 
AND WAREHOUSING
The UK logistics, transport and 
warehousing sector employs in the region 
of 2.3 million people across 195,000 
companies and with the £1bn investment 
in the Liverpool Superport, there are many 
apprenticeships to take advantage of. 

An apprenticeship in this sector could 
lead to a wide variety of careers such as a 
supply chain manager, freight forwarder, 
warehouse team leader or supervisor.  

Choose from a range of logistics, transport 
and warehousing apprenticeships, 
including:

• Customer Service
• Logistics Operations
• Management
• Port Operations
• Procurement
• Traffic Office Clerk
• Warehousing and Storage

Qualities Required:
• Good organisation and 

communication skills
• Hardworking and reliable 
• Ability to work independently or as 

part of a team
• Good maths and computer skills
• Ability to work to deadlines

Useful Resources:
www.northernlogisticsacademy.co.uk 
www.peelports.com 
www.liverpoollep.org/growth-sectors/
superport/
www.getingofar.gov.uk 
www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship  

APPRENTICESHIPS - APPRENTICESHIP CHOICES
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The retail and leisure sectors in the UK are 
worth over £300billion. They are two of the 
most innovative and exciting sectors to 
work in and due to rapid growth in visitors 
to the UK, hotels, restaurants, retail outlets, 
theatres, museums and airlines continue to 
thrive.  

There are so many retail and leisure 
apprenticeships and the one thing that 
they all have in common is ensuring 
customers receive first-class service and 
experience. 

Choose from a range of retail and leisure 
apprenticeships, including:
 • Beauty and Spa Therapy

• Catering
• Customer Service
• Event Planning 
• Floristry
• Hairdressing and Barbering
• Hospitality 
• Retail

Qualities Required:
• Good communication skills 
• Confident and polite
• Presentable
• Patient, understanding and a good 

listener
• Creative and imaginative 
• Good at solving problems 

Useful Resources:
www.allaboutcareers.com
www.nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk   
www.habia.org 
www.hospitalityguild.co.uk 
www.getingofar.gov.uk 
www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk  
 

RETAIL AND LEISURE
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Computing and professional 
apprenticeships cover a wide range of 
occupations in order to keep businesses 
running efficiently and profitably, with many 
opportunities to progress on to a degree 
level qualification. 

Professionals within this industry specialise 
in fields such as accounting, administration 
or IT solutions.

Choose from a range of computing and 
professional apprenticeships, including:

• Computing
• Business Administration
• AAT Accounting

Qualities Required:
• Able to work to tight deadlines
• Good communication skills
• Good command of written English
• Good computer skills
• Good maths skills
• Good telephone manner
• Reliable and presentable
• Ability to manage several tasks at once

Useful Resources:
www.thetechpartnership.com
www.nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk   
www.getingofar.gov.uk 
www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk  

COMPUTING AND 
PROFESSIONAL

APPRENTICESHIPS - APPRENTICESHIP CHOICES
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Classroom
Level 3 IT, Software and Telecoms Apprenticeship

Career
Civil Servant Apprentice, Department for Work and Pensions

Joined us from
Great Sankey High School

“My apprenticeship 
took me to Cincinnati, 
USA where I was able 
to gain impressive work 
experience developing 
software solutions. 
It also allows me to 
learn from leading 
industry professionals 
and experience new 
challenges. I have since 
progressed on to a higher 
apprenticeship.”
Nathan Holland

214
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Read his full story at
sthelens.ac.uk/Nathan
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LIFE SCIENCES 
The UK life science industry is the largest 
in Europe and is at the forefront of clinical 
and medical innovation and scientific 
discoveries, which continue to improve the 
health and wellbeing of living things. 
  The Liverpool City Region has an active 
life sciences sector, employing over 6,000 
people, and is home to one of the UK’s 
leading biomedical centres for research 
and clinical activity.  

Choose from a range of life sciences 
apprenticeships, including:

• Animal Management
• Laboratory Operations
• Science 
• Sport, Exercise and Fitness

Qualities Required:
• Good analytical and technical skills 
• Strong maths skills
• Ability to work within a team and on 

your own initiative
• Methodical approach to your work
• Ability to organise your workload and 

meet deadlines

Useful Resources:
www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/explore-roles/
life-sciences
www.allaboutcareers.com/careers/career-
path/life-sciences 
www.nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk   
www.getingofar.gov.uk 
www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk  
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HEALTH AND 
PUBLIC SERVICES
Apprenticeships in the health and 
public services sectors are increasingly 
becoming a more popular way to enter the 
industry, with over 132,000 apprentices 
currently in training. There are also plenty 
of opportunities to undertake a higher 
apprenticeship, should you wish to 
progress in your chosen career.  

Apprenticeships in these sectors cover a 
wide range of occupations from healthcare 
practitioners, dental nurses and social 
workers to teaching assistants, civil 
servants and armed forces personnel. 

Choose from a range of health and public 
services apprenticeships, including:

• Allied Health 
• Childcare and Education
• Dental Nursing
• Health and Social Care
• Public Services 
• Uniformed Services

Qualities Required:
• Excellent communication skills 
• Empathetic and patient
• Polite and tactful
• Ability to work within a team and on  

your own initiative
• Ability to work calmly under pressure
• Strong organisational skills

Useful Resources:
www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/explore-roles 
www.skillsforcare.org.uk/careers-in-care 
www.allaboutcareers.com 
www.nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk   
www.getingofar.gov.uk 
www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship  

APPRENTICESHIPS - APPRENTICESHIP CHOICES
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Elizabeth Moffatt
Classroom
Level 3 Diploma in Dental Nursing 
Apprenticeship 

Career
Qualified Dental Nurse, 
Aughton Dental Practice

Joined us from
Archbishop Blanch
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MYTH APPRENTICESHIPS ARE FOR THOSE WHO HAVE GOT 
POOR GRADES AT GCSE.

BUSTED Wrong. Apprenticeships are another further education route. It is a 
type of learning for those that want to get into employment rather than 
develop a career through study alone.

MYTH I CAN’T GO TO UNIVERSITY IF I DO AN APPRENTICESHIP.

BUSTED Wrong. You can still progress with an apprenticeship and you 
could still choose to go on to university upon completion of a level 
3 apprenticeship. All the qualifications you’ll work towards are 
well recognised by universities and there are now degree level 
apprenticeships too.

MYTH APPRENTICESHIPS ARE BADLY PAID.

BUSTED Wrong. The great thing about an apprenticeship is that you earn a 
wage while also gaining your qualification. You’ll earn a minimum of 
£105 per week. 

MYTH THE EMPLOYER WON’T KEEP ME ON AFTER I COMPLETE 
MY APPRENTICESHIP.

BUSTED Wrong. If you demonstrate that you are the right person for the job 
and perform well, then most employers will invest in your training and 
development to keep you in the company and to help you progress.

MYTH YOU CAN ONLY DO AN APPRENTICESHIP FOR A 
CAREER IN A TRADE.

BUSTED Wrong. Apprenticeships span several industries including 
professional positions such as digital marketing assistant, business 
administrator and IT technician specialist.

MYTH I NEED EXPERIENCE TO GET AN APPRENTICESHIP.

BUSTED Wrong. Apprenticeships provide an opportunity for you to develop 
your work experience and gain skills related to the industry to help 
you progress. Employers recognise applicants won’t necessarily 
have previous work experience.

MYTH BUSTER

WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

APPRENTICESHIPS - MYTH BUSTER
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So now it’s all about you. After looking through this 
prospectus, you should start to get some kind of idea 

about what you would like to do once you have finished 
your GCSEs.

We have lots of events taking place so that you can 
explore your subject interests, meet tutors and make 

your final decision.

These last couple of pages highlight what comes next 
and the steps that you need to take in order to secure 

your place at St Helens College.

NEXT STEPS
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Choose your 
course

Have a look at what 
courses we have on offer 
and decide what you 
would like to do. If you 
are not sure which course 
to choose, come along to 
one of our Open Events 
and chat with our careers 
advisers and tutors. Submit your 

application 
Apply online at 
www.sthelens.ac.uk or 
collect an application 
form from either the Town 
Centre Campus or STEM 
Centre, Technology 
Campus reception and 
hand it back in. Introduce 

yourself

Once you have submitted 
your application form, 
you will then need to 
attend an interview event. 
You will meet your tutors, 
find out more about 
your chosen course and 
secure your place ready 
for September. Friends 
and family are welcome 
to come along too. 

WHAT NEXT?

01

02

03
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Experience 
Day
Once you have secured 
your place, the next 
step is to come along to 
our Experience Day in 
July. You will have the 
opportunity to make new 
friends on your course, 
get involved in fun 
activities in your subject 
choice and meet the 
tutors. Why not bring a 
friend along too? 

Enrolment
Once you have collected 
your GCSE results, drop 
in to College to enrol on 
your course, collect your 
student ID and pick up 
any other information 
you might need such as 
financial support or help 
with your English and 
maths. Big Welcome

You are now officially a 
St Helens College 
student and the ultimate 
student experience 
begins. Come to our 
Big Welcome event for 
freebies, giveaways, 
discounts, games and 
photo booth fun!
  

04

05

06
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WEDNESDAY 1ST NOVEMBER 2017
WEDNESDAY 29TH NOVEMBER 2017
WEDNESDAY 7TH FEBRUARY 2018

 • WELCOME FROM THE PRINCIPAL - 5.00PM •

OPEN
EVENTS

For courses in Engineering, Construction, 
Motor Vehicle and Animal Management:
The STEM Centre, Technology Campus
Pocket Nook Street, St Helens WA9 1TT

For all other courses and 
A Level Academy:
Town Centre Campus
Water Street, St Helens WA10 1PP

For Apprenticeships, please visit either campus.

WHERE TO GO:
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elens College • C
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Connecting Classroom to Career

4.30PM
4.30PM
4.30PM

Shannon
Aspiring Psychologist

Jamie 
Painter and Decorator
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WWW.STHELENS.AC.UK

Experience Day
Get ready for September 2018... Come along to our fun, free experience day to 
take part in interactive sample lessons in your chosen subject, get to know your 
tutors, make new friends and experience life as a St Helens College student. Why 
not invite a friend and bring them along too? 

WEDNESDAY 4TH JULY 2018 
10.00AM – 2.00PM

Enrolment 2018
Once you have collected your GCSE results, come along to an enrolment event to 
secure your place and become an official St Helens College student. You will then 
be all set to join us in September!

THURSDAY 23RD AUGUST 2018 
9.00AM – 7.00PM
FRIDAY 24TH AUGUST 2018
9.00AM – 4.30PM
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INTRODUCE
YOURSELF
Once you have submitted an application form, you will need to attend an interview and 
information event to introduce yourself to your tutors, find out more about your chosen 
course and secure your place ready for September 2018.

Your chosen course will determine which campus you will need to attend but more detailed 
information will be provided once you have submitted your application. Take a look at our 
upcoming dates.

Town Centre Campus

WEDNESDAY 8TH NOVEMBER 2017 
4.00PM – 8.00PM

WEDNESDAY 6TH DECEMBER 2017 
4.00PM – 8.00PM

WEDNESDAY 31ST JANUARY 2018 
4.00PM – 8.00PM

WEDNESDAY 21ST FEBRUARY 2018 
4.00PM – 8.00PM

WEDNESDAY 7TH MARCH 2018  
4.00PM – 8.00PM

WEDNESDAY 9TH MAY 2018  
4.00PM – 8.00PM

WEDNESDAY 27TH JUNE 2018  
4.00PM – 8.00PM

Once you have applied, you will need to book your preferred interview date 
and time slot. To do this, visit: www.sthelens.ac.uk/towninterview

You will be invited to attend an interview at the Town Centre Campus, if you have applied 
to study; A levels, Art and Design, Beauty, Business, Catering, Childcare, Computing and 
IT, Creative Media, Dental Nursing, Floristry, Game Art, Graphic Design, Hairdressing and 
Barbering, Health and Social Care, Horticulture, Hospitality, Music Technology, Performing 
Arts, Photography, Public and Uniformed Services, Sport or Travel and Tourism.

226
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STEM Centre, Technology Campus

WEDNESDAY 18TH OCTOBER 2017  
4.00PM – 8.00PM

WEDNESDAY 22ND NOVEMBER 2017
4.00PM – 8.00PM

WEDNESDAY 24TH JANUARY 2018  
4.00PM – 8.00PM

WEDNESDAY 28TH FEBRUARY 2018  
4.00PM – 8.00PM

WEDNESDAY 25TH APRIL 2018  
4.00PM – 8.00PM

WEDNESDAY 13TH JUNE 2018   
4.00PM – 8.00PM

Once you have applied, you will need to book your preferred interview date 
and time slot. To do this, visit: www.sthelens.ac.uk/steminterview

You will be invited to attend an interview at the STEM Centre, Technology Campus, if you 
have applied to study; Animal Management, Construction, Engineering or Motor Vehicle.

INTRODUCE
YOURSELF
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You may need to bring certain documents with you to your interview, but this will be 
communicated to you once you have applied and selected your preferred interview date and 
time slot.

Your friends and family are welcome to come along too!
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USEFUL 
CONTACTS
General Enquiries
Careers Advice and Guidance
0800 99 66 99
enquire@sthelens.ac.uk

Admissions
Terry Waring
01744 623224
admissions@sthelens.ac.uk

Money Matters
Angela Dysart
01744 623227
adysart@sthelens.ac.uk

Learner Support
Anne Ignatius
01744 623260
aignatius@sthelens.ac.uk

Wellbeing Services
Carole Finney
01744 623379
cfinney@sthelens.ac.uk

Paul Johnson
01744 623336
pjohnson@sthelens.ac.uk

School Liaison Team
Lisa Humphreys
01744 623225
lhumphreys1@sthelens.ac.uk

Apprenticeship Hotline
Lisa Humphreys
01744 623225
lhumphreys1@sthelens.ac.uk

Foundation Academy
Joanna Glaves
01744 623131
jglaves@sthelens.ac.uk

Prince’s Trust
Jade Cotter
07825 552 049 / 
01744 623358
jcotter@sthelens.ac.uk

Directions
Maxine Jones
07771 810 900 / 
01744 623140
mjones2@sthelens.ac.uk

Social Media
Want to keep up with the latest from 
St Helens College? Follow us on social media:

@sthelenscollege /sthelenscollege

sthelenscollege sthelenscollege

NEXT STEPS -  USEFUL CONTACTS
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PROUD OF OUR 
PROGRESSION 
routes

Olivia
Travel and Tourism

Hannah
A Level Academy

Cameron
Mechanical 
Engineering

Lauren
St Helens College 

14-16 Academy

Sam
St Helens College
 14-16 Academy

Sarah
Beauty Therapy

Nathan
Apprenticeship

Hannah
 University Centre

 St Helens

Flávio 
University Centre 

St Helens

St Helens College
proudly offers several

progression routes. 

From apprentices to
academics, we are 

committed to maximising 
our students’ potential. 

They achieve great 
things.
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This prospectus has been produced as a guide and was correct at time of 
going to print. St Helens College reserves the right to amend, remove and add 
courses in the future. We also reserve the right to amend course entry criteria. 

This prospectus cannot be considered contractual and we accept no liability for 
inaccurate statements. Careers information was correct at time of going to print. 

Information from EMSI Career Coach, National Careers Service, Labour Market 
Information (LMI), Liverpool Enterprise Partnership and Prospects.

*St Helens College’s Level 3 Extended Diploma qualifications are offered as a 
two-year route and also as a one-year, 90-credit diploma route. Advice and 

guidance on the most appropriate qualification route will be provided at interview.

Exciting Futures
When you join us in September 2018, you will be part of a 
new and exciting College Group, offering the widest range 

of skills and opportunities in the Liverpool City Region. 
Be a part of something exciting.
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/StHelensCollege

• S
t H

elens College • C
o

n
n

e
cting Classroo m  to

 C
a

re
e

r

http://www.sthelens.ac.uk
mailto:enquire%40sthelens.ac.uk?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/sthelenscollege/
https://twitter.com/StHelensCollege?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.instagram.com/sthelenscollege/

