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GETTING TO ST HELENS COLLEGE IS 
EASIER THAN EVER!

FREE BUS
TRAVEL

We provide a free bus pass for the whole academic year and free 
College buses across:

MAGHULL KIRKBY FAZAKERLEY

HALEWOOD WEST DERBY LEIGH

GOLBORNE ASHTON
-IN-MAKERFIELD WARRINGTON

NEW ROUTES COVERING FAZAKERLEY 
AND WARRINGTON.NEW FOR 2019



Welcome to St Helens College, a place to discover who you are and what you are 
capable of.
 It all began over 120 years ago when we very first opened our doors to our students and we 
have been inspiring minds and building futures ever since. 

Building on our strong heritage, we are dynamic, innovative and modern, having invested 
millions in our STEM Centre and Town Centre Campuses, to give you the ultimate student 
experience. 

We have produced thousands of successful students that have gone on to do spectacular 
things. This includes our inspirational Connecting Classroom to Career Ambassadors (you’ll 
find them inside this prospectus).

So whatever your background, ambitions and interests, we have hundreds of courses to 
suit you and how you would like to learn. You could choose from A levels, Vocational/ BTEC 
courses or an Apprenticeship, all designed to help you achieve your dream career. 

If that isn’t enough, our teaching experts come with a hefty amount of experience, and our 
strong employer links enhance your learning, connecting the classroom to your career. 

So what can St Helens College possibly have to offer you that no other college can? 

Well, take a look inside and let us show you. 

STARTS HERE
YOUR JOURNEY
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CLASSROOM
TO CAREER

CONNECTING

Alex Matt Alex

Alex dreams of working 
in fine dining restaurants 
across the globe. Thriving in 
the fast-paced and bustling 
environment of the hospitality 
industry, his experience and 
skills have landed him a 
highly sought after role as a 
Commis Waiter, with fine dining 
restaurant, The Art School.

Inspiring Cabin Crew, Matt, is 
loving his high flying career, 
travelling across the globe 
with Jet2.com. Having already 
taken part in an exclusive 
familiarisation flight as part of 
his course, Matt is ready to 
take on the aviation world and 
explore some of the world’s 
most popular destinations.

From working in Whiston 
Hospital helping with paediatric 
outpatients, to looking after 
dementia patients, Alex is 
passionate about working in 
the industry and is looking 
forward to studying an 
Educational Psychology degree 
at Edge Hill University.

At the heart of our Connecting Classroom to 
Career campaign, are nine successful students 
and alumni that through hard work, are on the 
road to, or have already achieved their ultimate 
career. Some have secured positions within 
healthcare or have progressed to university, 
while others are leading the way in the growing 
Visitor Economy.
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Antony 

Emma

Rhea

Sean

Thomas

Elesha

Antony dreams of being 
a Product Designer. He 
has secured a place at 
University of Chester to study 
Mechanical Engineering. He 
hopes to develop the skills 
and industry knowledge 
required to succeed in such 
an innovative industry as a 
Mechanical Engineer.

Sport fanatic, Emma, has 
her game face on after 
qualifying for Team GB’s Age 
Group, Triathlon Team. She 
has committed herself to 
intensive training alongside 
her studies, as she marks the 
start of her sporting career.

Beauty Therapist, Rhea, is 
passionate about all things 
beauty. She is looking 
forward to taking her talents 
overseas as she begins her 
exciting new journey on-
board Steiner’s luxury cruise 
liners, working as a Nail 
Technician.

In his spare time, Sean, plays 
bass in an indie alternative 
band and has his heart set on 
pursuing a music career and 
recording their own material. 
He is excited to see where his 
new music production and 
recording skills will take him on 
his journey to success.

Thomas loves to design and 
play video games in his spare 
time and hopes to one day 
combine this passion with 
his interest in the games, 
animation and VFX industry. 
He has recently secured his 
place at University Centre St 
Helens to study a degree in 
Game Art.

Elesha is passionate about 
helping others and is currently 
studying Psychology at the 
University of Liverpool. After 
having the opportunity to 
attend a conference to hear 
first-hand accounts from 
rehabilitated ex-offenders, she 
is hoping to one day become 
a Clinical Psychologist.
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Exceptional 
Progression

01

We have excellent 
progression routes that can 
lead to further training, an 
apprenticeship, university 
and employment.

Outstanding 
Facilities

Top of the 
League

02

Two multi-million pound 
campuses boast realistic, 
commercial environments, 
from a salon and spa to a 
fine dining restaurant.

We are the best General 
Further Education College 
in Merseyside for student 
progression. Our 16-18-year-
old students successfully 
progress into employment, 
on to university or on to 
further training.†

Largest 
Apprenticeship 
Provider

03

Strong collaborations with 
local, regional and national 
employers, make us one of 
the largest apprenticeship 
providers in the area.

Student 
Experience

04

Students take part in many 
opportunities outside of their 
studies, from trips in the UK 
and abroad to competing in 
regional competitions.

Transport 
Links

05

Getting to St Helens College 
is easier than ever with our 
free bus pass and dedicated 
bus service, which operates 
across four main routes.

06

†Department for Education League Tables 2018

CHOOSE
ST HELENS COLLEGE

7
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We have spent a lot of time and resources making sure that you have everything you need to 
get the most out of your experience with us. 

It may not look like it from the outside, but our two campuses have everything from a commercial 
salon and spa, fine dining restaurant and mock aircraft cabin to a construction site, automotive 
hub and outdoor animal units. We even have our own Starbucks!

As an added bonus, we are right on the doorstep of a busy town centre, where you’ll have 
access to lots of shops, restaurants and cafés. So we are sure you’ll have plenty of things to do 
to keep yourself busy around your studies.

Don’t believe us? Come and see for yourself.

EXPLORING
CAMPUS



Visit www.sthelens.ac.uk/OpenEvents for more information

Our students often say to 
us that they found an Open 
Event visit incredibly helpful, 
so take their advice! Drop in  
to experience student life at 
St Helens College.

NOTHING BEATS VISITING US...
WEDNESDAY 9TH OCTOBER 2019 
THURSDAY 7TH NOVEMBER 2019
WEDNESDAY 5TH FEBRUARY 2020
For courses in Engineering, 
Construction, Motor Vehicle 
and Animal Management:
The STEM Centre, Technology 
Campus, Pocket Nook Street, 
St Helens WA9 1TT

For all other courses and 
A level Academy:

Town Centre Campus, Water 
Street, St Helens WA10 1PP

9
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Life at College is so much more than just studying… you’ll discover new places, share amazing 
experiences with your friends and develop skills and interests that you thought you never had. 

These are just a few things that our students have been up to recently!

Animal Management: Welcoming 
Merseyside Police Dog Handling Team

Catering and Hospitality: Showcasing 
their skills at Anfield Stadium

Beauty: Onboard Steiner spa cruise liner, 
the Crown Princess

Travel and Tourism: Exploring waterfalls 
and the ice caves in Reykjavik, Iceland

THE
EXPERIENCE



Performing Arts: Bringing the razzle-
dazzle to St Helens with Chicago

Cabin Crew: Students put safety first 
with practical training at Thomas Cook

Experience Day

Healthcare Sciences Skills Show

Public and Uniformed Services: College 
Cup at Swynnerton Training Camp

11
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We are exceptionally proud of our students and all that they achieve. Here are just a few 
examples of some successful students.

SUCCESS
INSPIRING

Bethany 
Classroom
A level Sociology, Politics 
and Religious Studies

University
Politics and International 
Relations at University of 
Sheffield

Joined us from
Hope Academy

“I achieved A*, A, B in my A 
level subjects! Studying at 
the A Level Academy was 
the best decision I have ever 
made! It’s where I discovered 
my true passion for politics. 
The key to my success was 
having my chosen career 
path at the forefront of my 
mind, which is to become a 
UN Delegate.”

Best friends, Amy and Charlotte, achieved D*D*D* on their level 3 Extended Diploma in 
Photography and are progressing to University of Chester!



Yasmine
Classroom
Level 3 Diploma in Childcare 
and Education (Early Years 
Educator)

Career
Nursery Practitioner at Mere 
Grange Nursery

Joined us from
Byrchall High School

Liam
Classroom
Level 3 Extended Diploma 
in Photography

University
Graphic Design at University 
Centre St Helens

Joined us from
Sutton Academy

Andy
Classroom
A level History, Sociology 
and Politics

University
History with Politics at Edge 
Hill University

Joined us from
De La Salle High School

Adam
Classroom
Level 2 Diploma in Painting 
and Decorating

Career
Painting and Decorating 
Apprentice at Bagnalls

Joined us from
Hope Academy

“The College has been 
amazing at pushing me to 
my full potential. I was thrilled 
to have achieved an overall 
A* grade after completing 
my course. With help from 
my supportive tutors, I am 
now heading straight into an 
exciting new position at Mere 
Grange Nursery, working as a 
Nursery Practitioner.”

“My course has really opened 
my eyes to a world of new 
career possibilities. It has 
helped me to recognise 
where my true interests 
and talents are and after 
discovering a love for editing 
photographs, I have decided 
to study Graphic Design. I 
hope to one day own my 
own graphics business.”

“I couldn’t have made it 
through my studies without 
my tutors. They have been 
amazing and really took the 
time to support me. One 
of my most memorable 
moments at the A Level 
Academy was attending a 
conference, where we had 
the opportunity to speak to 
rehabilitated offenders about 
the prison system.”

“From securing my 
apprenticeship to 
being crowned Senior 
Paperhanger of the Year and 
being interviewed by BBC 
Radio Merseyside, for their 
mid-morning show - the 
excitement hasn’t stopped 
since joining the Painting 
and Decorating course at 
St Helens College!”

13
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Grant
Uniformed Services

“I fought for my country on the 
front line and trained officers in
the Royal Navy. I instil my British 
values, discipline and motivation
in my students every day.”

Nicola
Creative Digital Media

“I have worked in the industry for 
over 9 years, presenting live for 
BBC Radio Merseyside and Radio 
City. I have a qualification in media 
writing and an obsession with 
television and films!”

Jennifer
Engineering

“I have specialised in Mechanical 
Engineering for over 10 years. 
I trained in the Royal Navy as 
a Propulsion Engineer Officer, 
working around the world, before 
becoming a Damage Control and 
Fire Officer.”

Julie
Beauty and Spa Therapies

“I began my career as a Trainee 
Hairdresser before working for 
worldwide brands, Dermalogica 
and Medex, and ultimately, running 
my own salon.”

EXPERTS
INDUSTRY

Mike
Animal Management

“I’ve worked in the industry for 
20 years, specialising in reptiles, 
invertebrates and amphibians as 
Head Keeper at Knowsley Safari, 
and Bug World. I love sharing my 
passion for animals with others 
and inspiring my students.”

Lesley
Public Services

“I have over 20 years’ experience. 
I’ve worked as an Education 
Officer for HM Prison Service, 
as well as a Legal Executive 
specialising in company and 
commercial law. I offer students 
real industry insight”



Don’t just take our word for it...

Ash
Engineering

“My tutors really encouraged 
me to take my career to the 
next level. With their support I 
managed to secure an innovative 
apprenticeship, in an industry that 
I love!”

Kyle
Hospitality

“I was able to secure employment 
with an exclusive fine dining 
restaurant in Liverpool thanks to 
my tutors amazing insight and 
industry links.”

Sophie
Early Years

“My tutors were really supportive 
and helped me to secure a 
range of placements, which have 
prepared me for working life in the 
early years sector.”

Ronnie
Travel and Tourism

“I love learning from tutors who 
have years’ worth of experience 
with some of the industry’s 
biggest names - I know I am 
learning from the best!”

Ellie
A levels

“My tutors made learning 
engaging and fun. They helped 
me explore my capabilities, and 
are still incredibly supportive.”

Matt
Computing and IT

“Although I have progressed on 
to an apprenticeship, the tutors 
still keep in touch. It feels great 
to have that kind of continuous 
support.”

15
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Your happiness, success and education is all that matters to us. Online, offline, face-to-face, 
with friends or trained professionals, we will be there when you need us. 

From helping you to prepare for employment, to providing support in the classroom, we are 
dedicated to helping you succeed.

Careers Advice 
and Guidance
We offer free, confidential
and impartial careers advice 
and guidance to help you 
understand how to progress 
towards your dream career. 
This can be anything from 
finding the right course, CV and 
personal statement support 
to job searching and interview 
techniques to help with UCAS 
applications.

Career 
Coach
Career Coach takes the stress 
out of planning your future and 
is free to use. It provides the 
most current local information 
on salaries, employment and 
job vacancies to help you make 
an informed choice about your 
future and the right college 
course for you. Visit www.
sthelens.ac.uk/careercoach

Learner 
Support
We are committed to inclusion
and equality. We are particularly 
proud of the support we provide 
for students who are dyslexic, 
disabled or have another 
learning difficulty. We have a 
friendly and experienced team 
who can provide everything 
from in-class support, access 
to specialist equipment and 
adaptation of materials to a 
teacher of the deaf, assistance 
with personal care/health needs 
and mobility assistance. 

Foundation 
Academy
The Foundation Academy 
supports young people with a 
wide range of learning difficulties 
and/or disabilities. Students 
will have the opportunity to 
gain independent living skills, 
employability skills and work on 
their personal development. Our 
healthcare team provide support 
for students with personal 
needs, and our learning support 
officers assist students in their 
academic studies.

Wellbeing and 
Safeguarding
Your wellbeing and safety at 
College is very important to 
us, which is why we have a 
dedicated wellbeing service for 
students who feel they need help 
or support with a range of mental 
health and emotional issues. Our 
safeguarding team ensure every 
student is respected and valued. 
We also have a ‘Chaplaincy 
Hub’, a quiet and comfortable 
room where you can go to rest, 
think, meditate or pray.

English and 
Maths
No matter what career you go 
on to - English and maths are 
important. If you do not get a 
grade 4 at GCSE (equivalent 
to a grade C) - you will study 
English and/or maths alongside 
your course whilst at College. 
We have an experienced team 
who can provide excellent 
support and guidance, with 
everything from learning labs 
and revision sessions to online 
resources. 

YOU
SUPPORTING



We believe that you can achieve anything that you want in life, if you have the right skills, 
training, confidence and most importantly, support.

The Prince’s Trust Team Programme and Directions are designed to help you take that next 
step towards your dream career.

Prince’s Trust Team 
Programme
Improve your confidence, gain work 
experience and get back into education or 
employment with this free, 12-week personal 
development programme.

You will gain a nationally recognised 
qualification which is held in high regard by 
organisations.

This programme is available 
to anyone aged 16-25 and 
there are many start dates 
throughout the year.

Directions

Enjoy a fun taster of a course that you are 
interested in, improve your English and 
maths, gain work experience and develop 
your CV. 

The course can last from six weeks up to 
one year and is designed for those aged 
16-18. 

There are various start dates throughout the 
year.

FOR EMPLOYMENT
PREPARATION

17
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We want to make sure that you can make the most out of your college experience. So don’t 
worry about the costs of coming to college. We have it covered.

Free course 
fees

01

You are entitled to free 
tuition, examination and 
registration fees. 

Free 
breakfast*

02

No more rushing around 
in the morning – you’ll get 
a free breakfast at College 
every day!

Free bus pass

04

Receive a free bus pass for 
the entire academic year, 
which you can use every 
weekday during term time.

Free Microsoft 
Office 365

05

Usually worth over £100, 
you’ll get the full Microsoft 
Office package for free! 

Student 
discounts 

Free College 
bus

06

03

Don’t miss out on the perks 
of being a student – you’ll 
have access to exclusive 
offers and discounts from 
retailers. 

Take advantage of our free, 
dedicated bus service, 
available across four main 
routes.

All of our students aged 16-18 are entitled to:

MATTERS
MONEY
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You may also be entitled to additional financial 
help including:

Free college 
lunch**

You may be entitled to a free 
lunch at any of St Helens 
College’s catering outlets up 
to the value of £3.50.

Free 
childcare**

If you are a young parent, 
you are entitled to help 
with the cost of childcare 
via our Care to Learn 
Scheme. We even have 
our own registered Ofsted 
‘Outstanding’ nursery.

Free kit and 
equipment**

You could get a bursary 
of up to £33 per College 
week and financial help with 
essential equipment, uniform, 
trips, travel and DBS checks, 
if required.

*Terms and conditions apply. **Terms, conditions and exclusions apply, and will depend upon your financial circumstances. 
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Getting to St Helens College is easier than ever! Our Town Centre and STEM Centre 
campuses are less than a 10-minute walk from the central bus station and train station, 
linking to routes across Cheshire, Merseyside, Greater Manchester and Lancashire.

We provide a FREE Arriva 
bus pass for the whole 
academic year, which you 
can use every weekday 
during term time, including 
evenings. The bus pass is 
available to all 16-18 year old 
St Helens College students, 
on a full-time course.

By Train 

Plan your bus route to 
St Helens College: 

www.arrivabus.co.uk

By Bus

Plan your train route to 
St Helens College: 

www.nationalrail.co.uk 

WIGAN 15 MINUTES

LIVERPOOL 21 MINUTES

WARRINGTON 30 MINUTES

St Helens Central train 
station is on the main line 
between Wigan North 
Western station and 
Liverpool Lime Street station. 

TO COLLEGE
TRAVELLING
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There are lots of opportunities available to you when you finish your GCSEs and we know it can 
be difficult deciding what to do. 

At St Helens College, we have options to suit all students depending on how you like to study, 
the kind of person you are and where you want to go in the future.

Similar to the style of 
teaching and learning 
at school and good for 
those who don’t mind 
sitting exams. Choose 

three A level subjects that 
complement each other 
and keep your career 

path open.

Working in a practical, 
hands-on way, you will 
complete coursework 

alongside some 
assessments, specialising 
in one subject. Great if you 
know what you want to do 

in the future.

A LEVELS VOCATIONAL/ 
BTECs

Apprenticeships give you 
the benefits of both study 
and work. Earn a salary, 

receive training, gain 
qualifications and learn 

job-specific skills.

APPRENTICESHIPS

UNIVERSITY EMPLOYMENT MORE TRAINING

YOUR CHOICE.
YOUR FUTURE.
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Achieving a good standard of English and maths is a key requirement for many jobs, as well 
as for courses you may wish to progress on to. These skills can also mean higher earnings in 
the future! 

If you achieve below a grade 4 in your English and maths GCSEs, you will be required to study 
English and maths as part of your study programme, alongside your chosen subject. But don’t 
worry - we have a friendly and experienced team who will provide support with everything from 
learning labs and revision sessions to online resources.

It may even be that you already have a grade 4 or above in these subjects but wish to achieve 
a higher grade. We can also support you to do this too!

MATHS 
ENGLISH AND
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We know how important it is for your son/daughter to have a smooth transition from 
school to college and for you to be a part of that process.

We are wholeheartedly committed to ensuring that they have access to the support 
they require to help them successfully achieve their qualifications and make plans for 
their future.

The information below will hopefully answer any questions you may have.

Personal Tutor
All of our students are allocated a dedicated Personal Tutor, who will monitor their progress throughout 
their course, providing tailored support and guidance to enable them to achieve their full potential. You 
will be able to contact them directly, should you have any questions or concerns.

We also have a range of support services available which your son/daughter will have access to whilst 
studying with us. See page 16 for more information.

Parent Portal
You will also have the opportunity to review your son/daughter’s in year progress at any time by logging 
into our online tracking system, ProPortal. This system enables you to view their attendance and 
punctuality and also review their achievement to date for academic progress.

Termly Progress Reports
You will receive termly progress reports highlighting your son/daughter’s progress, such as target 
grades, attendance and punctuality.

Regular Parent Events
Our first Parent Welcome Event takes place at the start of the academic year and it is a great 
opportunity for you to meet your son/daughter’s tutors, ask questions and receive additional information 
about all aspects of their study programme.

We also hold regular Parents Evenings throughout the academic year, to keep you fully informed about 
their progress, including any target areas that will help and support them to improve.

Parent Voice
We value and appreciate your feedback regarding your son/daughter’s experience at College, and view 
it as a crucial opportunity to evaluate and improve the quality of education, care, and support for our 
students. You will be invited to complete a survey which covers all aspects of their experience with us.

FOR PARENTS/CARERS
KEY INFORMATION
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As the economy of Liverpool and the wider Merseyside area grows, we ensure that our students 
have access to employment opportunities across innovative growth sectors in the region. 

The areas identified are:

Low Carbon

The region has established 
itself as a major offshore 
wind energy hub and is in a 
strong position to capture the 
job growth potential from a 
low carbon economy. 

Advanced 
Manufacturing
Manufacturing is vital to 
the Liverpool City Region 
economy, which is home 
to some of the UK’s largest 
manufacturing companies 
including Jaguar Land Rover 
and Unilever.

Creative and 
Digital
The region has a diverse 
heritage in music, film, 
television, theatre, literature, 
gaming, media and digital 
applications. 

Contributes 

£3.2bn
 to the overall economy

Home to

4,425
 thriving 

businesses

Employs over 

22,000 
people in 

1,400 
businesses

INDUSTRIES
GROWING



Generates

£170m 
per year 

to the local economy
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Health and 
Life Sciences

Liverpool accommodates 
more specialist hospitals and 
health centres than any other 
UK city outside of London. 
Research and innovation are 
central to activities locally.

Superport

Liverpool is a recognised 
Superport, meaning that 
major shipping ports, 
airports, road, rail and 
logistics assets sit under one 
big hub. 

Visitor 
Economy

This industry is exciting 
to work in, with many job 
opportunities in hotels, 
restaurants, bars, retail 
outlets, theatres, museums, 
travel agents and airlines. 

Professional 
and Business 
Services

Liverpool has been trading 
globally for more than 200 
years and is central to 
national companies including 
Ernst and Young and 
Barclaycard. 

Expected to create 

30,000 jobs 
and 

generate 
£18.3bn 

by 2030

Predicted increase in 

20,000 jobs 
over the next
20 years

Worth £4.9bn
and supports over 

57,000 jobs
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APPRENTICESHIPS
DISCOVER

Apprenticeships are a great way to develop your skills and experience on-the-job whilst gaining 
a recognised qualification. One of the many benefits is, you’ll get paid to do it. 

An apprenticeship is an actual job, meaning that you’ll spend more time out in the workplace 
than in the classroom, learning and perfecting your skills. So, if you prefer to learn by doing, 
then an apprenticeship is a great place to start. 

There are so many apprenticeships to choose from across a huge range of industries, so 
you will never be stuck for choice. Apprenticeships can take one to four years to complete, 
depending on which level you start at and the type of apprenticeship you choose. This means 
by the time you complete it, you’ll know your job inside and out, and could have the chance to 
move up the career ladder.

Visit www.sthelens.ac.uk/apprenticeships for more information

Competition for apprenticeships 
is fierce, so get ahead of the 
competition by downloading our 
essential guide!

Learn about how you can benefit 
from an apprenticeship and the 
amazing opportunities it can 
lead to. Our guide includes top 
tips, an interview checklist, CV 
advice and most importantly, 
how to search and apply for an 
apprenticeship.

www.sthelens.ac.uk/
essentialguide
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CHOICES
APPRENTICESHIP

Visit www.sthelens.ac.uk/AppEvents for more information

Accounting | Business Administration | Computing and IT

Construction
Bricklaying | Carpentry and Joinery | Electrical Installation | 
Painting and Decorating | Plastering | Plumbing | Wall and Floor Tiling

Engineering

Electrical Engineering | Mechanical Engineering | Motor Vehicle

Health and Life Sciences

Dental Nursing | Early Years | Health and Social Care | Science

Business and Professional

Beauty Therapy | Hairdressing and Barbering | Floristry | Horticulture

Service Industries and Leisure

Drop into an Apprenticeship 
Open Event to hear from 
industry professionals, 
speak to current apprentices  
and find out how to fire 
up your career with an 
apprenticeship!

APPRENTICESHIP OPEN EVENTS
WEDNESDAY 9TH OCTOBER 2019 
THURSDAY 7TH NOVEMBER 2019
WEDNESDAY 5TH FEBRUARY 2020

For apprenticeships in 
Engineering, Construction and 
Motor Vehicle:
The STEM Centre, Technology 
Campus, Pocket Nook Street, 
St Helens WA9 1TT

For apprenticeships in all 
other course areas:

Town Centre Campus, Water 
Street, St Helens WA10 1PP



Classroom
Level 3 IT Software and Telecoms Apprenticeship

Career
Civil Servant Apprentice at Department for Work and 
Pensions

Joined us from
Great Sankey High School

“My apprenticeship took me to 
Cincinnati, USA where I was able to 
gain impressive work experience 
developing software solutions. 
It also allowed me to learn from 
leading industry professionals and 
experience new challenges. I have 
since progressed on to a higher 
apprenticeship.”

Read his full story at www.sthelens.ac.uk/Nathan

NATHAN

INSPIRING
CIVIL SERVANT
APPRENTICE
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Industry
Choice

01

Apprenticeships are 
available with all 
types of employers 
across lots of industry 
sectors.

Largest 
Provider

02

Strong collaborations 
with local, regional and 
national employers, 
make us one of the 
largest apprenticeship 
providers in the area.

Employer 
Partnerships 

03

We work with 
hundreds of employers 
across the Northwest, 
providing an extensive 
range of apprenticeship 
vacancies.

Excellent 
Progression 

04

Apprenticeship 
progression routes 
can lead to full-time 
employment, university 
or further study.

Dedicated 
Support  

05

Each apprentice has 
their own assessor to 
monitor their progress 
and to provide support 
throughout their 
apprenticeship.

Industry 
Experts 

06

St Helens College 
tutors are experts 
in their fields with 
specialist knowledge 
of industry.

LEARN WITH US
EARN WHILE YOU



Classroom
Level 3 Diploma in Mechanical Engineering 
Apprenticeship

Career
Mechanical Engineering Design Apprentice at CAL 
International

Joined us from
Sussex College Network (Sri Lanka)

“The supportive tutors with 
their industry links, helped 
me to secure my innovative 
apprenticeship. As part 
of my role, I research and 
develop new ideas and 
improve existing designs 
and processes across a 
variety of industries such 
as automotive, chemical, 
aerospace and packaging.”

ASH

Connecting Classroom to Career

SUCCESS
APPRENTICESHIP



Read Ash’s story at
www.sthelens.ac.uk/Ash



03

Visit www.sthelens.ac.uk/apprenticeships for more information

Classroom
Level 3 Advanced Diploma in Dental Nursing 
Apprenticeship

Career
Dental Nurse Apprentice at Corner Dental Surgery

Joined us from
St Augustine of Canterbury Catholic High School

“Undertaking an apprenticeship was 
the best decision I ever made! I love 
being able to earn whilst I learn, 
gaining first-hand experience as a 
Dental Nurse Apprentice. I provide 
chair side assistance, which includes 
everything from caring for patients to 
preparing and sterilising instruments 
ready for procedures.”

Read her full story at www.sthelens.ac.uk/FayeS

FAYE

INSPIRING
DENTAL NURSE
APPRENTICE



35

BUSTERS
MYTH

MYTH I CAN JOIN COLLEGE TO DO AN APPRENTICESHIP
WITHOUT AN EMPLOYER.

BUSTED Wrong. Before you join us, you must have an employer before you are able 
to start an apprenticeship. If you don’t already have one lined up, we can 
help you find one through our recruitment team.

MYTH APPRENTICESHIPS ARE FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ACHIEVED 
POOR GRADES AT GCSE.

BUSTED Wrong. Apprenticeships are another further education route. It is a type of 
learning for those that want to get into employment rather than develop a 
career through study alone.

MYTH I CAN’T GO TO UNIVERSITY IF I COMPLETE AN 
APPRENTICESHIP.

BUSTED Wrong. You can still progress with an apprenticeship and you could still 
choose to go on to university upon completion of a level 3 apprenticeship. 
All the qualifications you’ll work towards are well recognised by universities 
and there are now degree level apprenticeships too.

MYTH YOU CAN ONLY COMPLETE AN APPRENTICESHIP FOR A 
CAREER IN A TRADE.

BUSTED Wrong. Apprenticeships span several industries including professional 
positions such as digital marketing assistant, business administrator and IT 
technician specialist.

MYTH APPRENTICESHIPS ARE BADLY PAID.

BUSTED Wrong. The great thing about an apprenticeship is that you earn a 
wage while also gaining your qualification. You’ll earn a minimum of £117 
per week.

MYTH I NEED EXPERIENCE TO GET AN APPRENTICESHIP.

BUSTED Wrong. Apprenticeships provide an opportunity for you to develop 
your work experience and gain skills related to the industry to help you 
progress. Employers recognise applicants won’t necessarily have previous 
work experience.
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Our A Level Academy encourages 
individuality, independent thinking and 
maturity and is a place for students to thrive 
and master their chosen subjects.

You’ll feel right at home in our dedicated 
study environment, including a study zone, 
computer suites and social areas. Not to 
mention our fantastic library containing 
£1million worth of high-tech computers, 
private study booths, an exhibition zone and 
our very own Starbucks! 

To enable you to achieve your aspirations, 
we provide a comprehensive route to 
university or a higher apprenticeship and 
ultimately, your dream career.

You will study a package of three A levels, 
alongside completing valuable work 
experience. You will also receive intensive 
tutorial support and participate in a range 
of exciting enrichment activities and trips to 
enhance your student experience.

You may also have the opportunity to 
undertake an Extended Project Qualification, 
which enables you to develop crucial 
academic skills, to boost your university 
application.

We understand how important it is to have 
support and guidance from our tutors to 
help you stay on track with your studies. We 
make sure our class sizes are small and the 
support is tailored and focussed to meet 
your individual needs.

Visit www.sthelens.ac.uk/Alevelacademy for more information

A LEVELS
DISCOVER

• Business
• Combined Applied Science
• Core Mathematics
• English Language
• English Language & Literature
• History
• Law 
• Politics 
• Psychology
• Religious Studies 
• Sociology

SUBJECTS:



Dedicated 
Support

01

Benefit from small class 
sizes, focussed support, 
experienced tutors and 
support with UCAS 
applications.

Excellent 
Progression

02

A levels can lead to 
university, a higher 
apprenticeship or 
employment.

Tailored 
Packages

03

Study a package of 
three A levels to help 
you prepare for your 
future. 

University 
Place

04

A levels provide a more 
traditional and direct 
route to university.

Future 
Career

05

Studying a selection 
of A levels keeps your 
options open if you 
aren’t sure what future 
career you want.

Competitive 
Edge

06

Studying A levels 
demonstrates to 
universities and 
employers that you are 
capable of thinking at 
an advanced level.

ACADEMICALLY
LEARN
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A LEVEL BUSINESS
Whether you have a passion for 
entrepreneurialism or interest in 
leadership and management, this 
A level provides an introduction to 
business through the study of corporate 
strategy, external influence, accounting, 
operations management and marketing.

You will also explore how larger 
businesses trade in international markets, 
how managers measure the performance 
of the business and how businesses 
manage change successfully.

An A level in Business is great to study 
alongside A level Law and A level Politics.

What will I need?
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including 
English and maths.

Progression
You may choose to continue your studies 
at degree level with other universities or 
undertake the HND Business at University 
Centre St Helens.

You might even decide to look for a higher 
apprenticeship, enabling you to earn some 
money whilst continuing your studies.

Career Spotlight:
• Marketing Manager
• Business Development Manager
• Chartered Accountant
• Economist
• Business Owner
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Visit www.sthelens.ac.uk/Alevelbus for more information

Whether you have a passion for 
entrepreneurialism or an interest in 
leadership and management, this A level 
provides an introduction to business 
through the study of corporate strategy, 
external influence, accounting, operations 
management and marketing.

You will also explore how larger 
businesses trade in international markets, 
how managers measure the performance 
of the business and how businesses 
manage change successfully.

As part of this A level, you will be expected 
to be aware of current affairs which have 
an effect on business. This will enable you 
to put what you are learning into context.

An A level in Business is great to study 
alongside A level Law and A level Politics.

What will I need?
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including 
English and maths.

Progression
You may choose to continue your studies 
at degree level with other universities or 
undertake the HND Business at University 
Centre St Helens.

You might even decide to look for a higher 
apprenticeship, enabling you to earn some 
money whilst continuing your studies.

Career Spotlight:
• Marketing Manager
• Business Development Manager
• Chartered Accountant
• Economist
• Business Owner

www.sthelens.ac.uk/Alevelacademy

COMBINED APPLIED SCIENCE
• 

Visit www.sthelens.ac.uk/combinedscience for more information

This Applied Science (BTEC Level 3 
Extended Certificate) qualification, 
equivalent to one A level, provides the 
perfect opportunity to combine practical 
BTEC study with two A level subjects. It 
also provides the maximum possible 168 
UCAS points needed to progress on to 
university.

Working in our laboratories, you will 
explore the realms of science by 
conducting practical experiments and 
developing hypotheses as you investigate 
diseases, infections and scientific 
principles.

Studying science can lead to many 
exciting career opportunities within fields 
such as biomedical science, microbiology, 
genetics, forensic science and even 
nutrition or teaching.

What will I need?
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including 
English, maths and science.

Progression
At the end of this qualification, you will have 
developed valuable laboratory-based skills 
and analytical thinking, which are crucial 
when choosing to progress on to university or 
entering employment.

This A level provides natural progression 
to FdSc Applied Microbiology at University 
Centre St Helens, validated by University of 
Chester.

Career Spotlight:
• Microbiologist
• Laboratory Technician
• Nurse
• Midwife
• Phlebotomy Technician
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www.sthelens.ac.uk/Alevelacademy

CORE MATHEMATICS

Visit www.sthelens.ac.uk/coremaths for more information

This level 3 Core Mathematics 
qualification, equivalent to an AS level, 
provides a great opportunity to combine 
practical BTEC study with two A level 
subjects such as A level Psychology and 
A level Business.

This qualification will be studied alongside 
your chosen A level subjects in the first 
year. You will then complete the Extended 
Project Qualification in the second year to 
form a package of three A levels.

It is also designed for those have a strong 
interest in problem solving, statistical 
analysis and an enthusiasm to explore 
data and trends in more depth and in 
relation to real-life concepts.

What will I need?
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including a 
grade 5 or above in GCSE mathematics.

Progression
Once you have completed this qualification, 
you will have developed crucial skills to 
support you in everyday life, both work-related 
and general day-to-day activities, such as 
personal finance and understanding data.

You will have the opportunity to choose from a 
wide range of degrees at university, in career-
related fields such as business, engineering, 
health and science.

Career Spotlight:
• Accountant
• Statistician
• Underwriter
• Investment Banker
• Teacher



A LEVEL ENGLISH LANGUAGE
Whether you have a passion for 
entrepreneurialism or interest in 
leadership and management, this 
A level provides an introduction to 
business through the study of corporate 
strategy, external influence, accounting, 
operations management and marketing.

You will also explore how larger 
businesses trade in international markets, 
how managers measure the performance 
of the business and how businesses 
manage change successfully.

An A level in Business is great to study 
alongside A level Law and A level Politics.

What will I need?
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including 
English and maths.

Progression
You may choose to continue your studies 
at degree level with other universities or 
undertake the HND Business at University 
Centre St Helens.

You might even decide to look for a higher 
apprenticeship, enabling you to earn some 
money whilst continuing your studies.

Career Spotlight:
• Marketing Manager
• Business Development Manager
• Chartered Accountant
• Economist
• Business Owner
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Visit www.sthelens.ac.uk/englishlang for more information

Delve into the English language through 
the study of a range of texts and 
mediums, including song lyrics, excerpts 
from Facebook or Twitter, media, online 
communication, film, TV and newspaper 
articles.

You will explore how language is used 
in the media to influence and inform the 
public and develop an understanding of 
how and why language is used in various 
contexts.

Studying this A level demonstrates to 
universities and future employers that you 
have excellent writing skills and the ability 
to communicate effectively and concisely.

An A level in English Language is great to 
study alongside A level Psychology and 
A level Sociology, or A level Law.

What will I need?
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including a 
grade 4 in maths and a grade 5 in English.

Progression
Once you have achieved this A level, you 
will have mastered one of the most common 
languages in the world, which will open up a 
whole range of exciting opportunities.

Career Spotlight:
• Journalist
• Writer
• Marketing Executive
• Editorial Assistant
• Public Relations Officer

www.sthelens.ac.uk/Alevelacademy

Classroom
A levels in English Language, English 
Literature and History

University
English at Edge Hill University

Joined us from
Rainford High School

SCHOOL TEACHER
ASPIRING PRIMARY

“The A Level Academy was a place 
where I was able to challenge 
myself, be independent and explore 
my capabilities.”

“My tutors inspired me and are 
still incredibly supportive. I don’t 
think I would’ve achieved as much 
as I have if I was part of a bigger 
classroom environment. The smaller 
class sizes made me feel part of 
a creative bubble. I am hoping to 
pursue a career which combines my 
passion for writing, with my interest 
in the literary industry.” ELLIE
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www.sthelens.ac.uk/Alevelacademy

A LEVEL HISTORY

Visit www.sthelens.ac.uk/Alevelhistory for more information

Historical events have shaped society 
worldwide into what it is today and by 
understanding how people lived in the 
past, we are able to understand why 
people act the way they do today.

A level History explores the value and 
significance of world events in the past, 
providing a deeper understanding of 
social, cultural, religious and ethnic 
diversity.

You will investigate the industrial 
revolution in Britain, research what shaped 
the USA into a super state from 1865 to 
1975 and explore the making of modern 
Britain.

An A level in History is great to study 
alongside A level Politics and A level 
Religious Studies, or A level English.

What will I need?
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including 
English and maths.

Progression
Studying this A level demonstrates to 
employers and universities that you have the 
ability to make decisions based on evidence, 
and are open-minded and interested in 
worldwide events.

You could progress to university to study a 
degree such as history, economics, sociology, 
archaeology, or teaching.

Career Spotlight:
• Historian
• Teacher
• Archaeologist
• Broadcast Journalist
• Social Researcher

Visit www.sthelens.ac.uk/Alevellang-lit for more information

Do you love the written and spoken word? 
Push your understanding beyond its limits 
through the study of the stories, the ideas, 
and the words that shape our world.

You will explore the world of human 
expression and communication, from the 
works of poetry and fiction to the origin of 
language.

Studying these A levels opens up a whole 
range of career opportunities across many 
industries. 

A level English Language and Literature 
is great to study alongside A level 
Psychology and A level Sociology.

What will I need?
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including 
maths and a grade 5 in English.
Progression
You could progress on to university before 
securing a career in areas such as journalism, 
media, publishing, speech therapy, teaching 
or business.

Career Spotlight:
• Journalist
• Teacher
• Screenwriter
• Editorial Assistant
• Researcher

A LEVEL ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
AND LITERATURE



A LEVEL LAW
Whether you have a passion for 
entrepreneurialism or interest in 
leadership and management, this 
A level provides an introduction to 
business through the study of corporate 
strategy, external influence, accounting, 
operations management and marketing.

You will also explore how larger 
businesses trade in international markets, 
how managers measure the performance 
of the business and how businesses 
manage change successfully.

An A level in Business is great to study 
alongside A level Law and A level Politics.

What will I need?
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including 
English and maths.

Progression
You may choose to continue your studies 
at degree level with other universities or 
undertake the HND Business at University 
Centre St Helens.

You might even decide to look for a higher 
apprenticeship, enabling you to earn some 
money whilst continuing your studies.

Career Spotlight:
• Marketing Manager
• Business Development Manager
• Chartered Accountant
• Economist
• Business Owner
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Visit www.sthelens.ac.uk/Alevellaw for more information

Law plays a pivotal role in our society, 
affecting many aspects of our lives from 
protecting our human rights and property 
to enforcing justice.

You will develop your knowledge of the 
legal system, understanding how it works, 
how laws are made, the roles of legal 
professionals and the exploration of the 
rights and wrongs of the law.

Studying this A level demonstrates to 
employers and universities your ability 
to analyse, solve problems and think 
critically. You will also learn how to 
explore and evaluate legal positions, share 
your opinion and respect the opinions of 
others.

An A level in Law is great to study 
alongside A level Business and A level 
Sociology.

What will I need?
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including 
English and maths.

Progression
There are many degree courses and careers 
that are complemented by an A level in 
Law, including BA (Hons) Criminal Justice at 
University Centre St Helens.

A level Law could lead to a number of careers 
such as journalism, teaching, management, 
Public relations or local and central 
government.

Career Spotlight:
• Solicitor
• Chartered Accountant
• Business Manager
• Paralegal
• Civil Servant

www.sthelens.ac.uk/Alevelacademy

A LEVEL POLITICS
• 

Visit www.sthelens.ac.uk/Alevelpolitics for more information

A level Politics is an extremely exciting and 
varied subject, which relates to the latest 
issues highlighted in the media such as the 
Presidency of Donald Trump, Brexit, the 
national health service and education.

In a world that is ever-changing, keeping 
up-to-date with the contemporary political 
environment is crucial in understanding 
new laws, movements and economic 
climate.

By studying Politics, you will gain an in-
depth understanding of how governments 
operate, how political systems influence 
our daily lives, ideologies that have 
shaped our society and the national and 
international impacts of social policy.

An A level in Politics is great to study 
alongside A level History and A level Law.

What will I need?
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including 
English and maths.

Progression
A level Politics is excellent preparation for 
a wide variety of degrees, including both 
our BA (Hons) in Criminal Justice and BA 
(Hons) in Social Policy, Health and Housing 
at University Centre St Helens, both of which 
are validated by University of Chester.
Career Spotlight:
• Political Assistant
• Welfare Rights Officer
• Political Journalist
• Commercial Law Solicitor
• Public Affairs Consultant
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www.sthelens.ac.uk/Alevelacademy

A LEVEL PSYCHOLOGY

Visit www.sthelens.ac.uk/Alevelpsych for more information

Ever wondered if prison really does 
change criminal behaviour? Or why some 
people conform and others don’t?

A level Psychology is a popular and 
challenging subject. You’ll explore the 
work of some of the most influential 
psychologists in the world such as 
Sigmund Freud, Jean Piaget and 
Stanley Milgram including their infamous 
experiments.

You’ll gain an in-depth understanding 
of a wide range of topics such as 
social influence and human behaviour, 
memory and attachment theories, 
psychopathology, research methods, 
schizophrenia and biopsychology.

An A level in Psychology is great to study 
alongside A level Sociology and A level 
Religious Studies.

What will I need?
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including 
English and maths.

Progression
You will have the opportunity to progress 
to University Centre St Helens, to study 
BA (Hons) Criminal Justice, validated by 
University of Chester, or choose from a wide 
range of degrees at other universities.

Once qualified, you may choose to launch an 
exciting career in marketing, police, forensic 
psychology, occupational therapy, clinical 
psychology, nursing or even teaching.

Career Spotlight:
• Criminologist
• Occupational Therapist
• Marketing Executive
• Police Officer
• Mental Health Nurse

Classroom
A level Law, Sociology and 
Psychology

Career
Aspiring Psychologist

Joined us from
Rainford High School

PSYCHOLOGIST
ASPIRING

“Studying at the A Level Academy 
has developed my confidence and 
academic ability in preparation 
for my degree at the University of 
Manchester.”

“My tutors are some of the nicest 
people that I have ever met and the 
relationship that you develop with 
them is really beneficial when you 
are trying to excel in an environment. 
They push and motivate you to be 
the best that you can be.” 

SHANNON
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www.sthelens.ac.uk/Alevelacademy

A LEVEL SOCIOLOGY

A LEVEL RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Visit www.sthelens.ac.uk/Alevelsocio for more information

Visit www.sthelens.ac.uk/Alevel-rs for more information

A level Sociology is the study of the social 
world in which you live. Why do certain 
groups of people behave in a certain way? 
How does the media influence society?

You will develop your knowledge and 
understanding of key sociological 
concepts and themes such as 
socialisation, culture, identity and power, 
inequality and control.

Sociology will enhance your analytical 
skills and your presentation skills when 
proposing ideas and arguments, preparing 
you for university and a career within the 
industry.

An A level in Sociology is great to study 
alongside A level Psychology and A level 
Law.

What will I need?
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including 
English and maths.

Progression
Following successful completion of your 
A level, you may be interested in studying
BA (Hons) Criminal Justice or BA (Hons) 
Social Policy, Health and Housing at 
University Centre St Helens, both validated by 
University of Chester.

Alternatively, you may wish to study 
sociology, law, health and social care or even 
teaching at another university.

Career Spotlight:
• Social Worker
• Police Officer
• Social Researcher
• Policy Adviser
• Teacher

If you enjoy seeing things from a different 
perspective and critically analysing 
contentious issues, A level Religious 
Studies is an excellent choice for you.

You will be involved in ethical and 
philosophical debates, and will be 
encouraged to question and consider 
your own attitudes, values, beliefs and 
opinions.

Studying topics such as genetic 
engineering, euthanasia and capital 
punishment, will not only enable you to 
gain in-depth knowledge into many issues 
that affect our society today, but will also 
help you to develop your research skills 
and the ability to construct a reasoned 
argument.

A level Religious Studies is great to study 
alongside A level History and A level Law.

What will I need?
Five GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including 
English and maths.

Progression
This A level can lead to a wide range of 
degrees, including our BA (Hons) Social 
Policy, Health and Housing and BA (Hons) 
Criminal Justice at University Centre St 
Helens, both of which are validated by 
University of Chester.

Alternatively, you may wish to study religion, 
theology, teaching or even social care at 
another university.

Career Spotlight:
• Social Worker
• Solicitor
• Teacher
• Psychologist
• Youth Worker



Classroom
A levels in Psychology, Law and Sociology

University
Psychology at the University of Liverpool

Joined us from
Lord Derby Academy

“I’ve just completed my 
first year at the University 
of Liverpool, after I 
achieved A, B, B at the A 
Level Academy. Studying 
A level Psychology fuelled 
my interest in the mind 
and human behaviour, 
and has inspired me to 
one day become a Clinical 
Psychologist.”

ELESHA

Connecting Classroom to Career

SUCCESS
UNIVERSITY



Read Elesha’s story at
www.sthelens.ac.uk/Elesha
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You will have probably heard the word ‘vocational’ or ‘BTECs’ thrown around a lot, and are 
wondering what it all means.

Well, vocational or BTEC, refers to one or two-year courses that allow you to choose one 
subject, to study full-time. The best part about these courses is that they are very practical, 
hands-on and enable you to spend lots of time learning the skills needed to be successful in 
your chosen career. 

They are also entirely misunderstood! Many assume that vocational courses are not as valuable 
as A levels but this is completely untrue. They can still give you the opportunity to go to university, 
complete an apprenticeship or secure employment. Some provide the same amount of UCAS 
Tariff Points as A levels, with Russell Group universities accepting BTECs as entry qualifications. 

THE COMPLETE 
VOCATIONAL 
PACKAGE

Alongside your 
vocational course, you 
will complete valuable 
work experience in 
your chosen industry, 
receive one-to-one 
support in tutorials 
and participate in 
enrichment activities. 
Also, if it is required, 
you will study GCSE 
English and/or maths 
alongside your 
course.

Visit www.sthelens.ac.uk/vocational for more information

VOCATIONAL
DISCOVER
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Exceptional 
Progression

01

We have progression 
routes that lead to 
an apprenticeship, 
university or 
employment.

Enrichment
Opportunities

02

Participate in 
workshops, 
masterclasses and 
activities to enhance 
your studies and 
student experience.

Become a 
Specialist

03

By focusing on one 
course, you will 
develop practical skills 
related to your career 
ambition. 

Employability 
Skills

04

Develop key 
skills valued by 
employers such as 
communication, 
problem-solving, 
self-management 
and organisation.

Work 
Experience 

05

Experience is key to 
securing your career. 
Take advantage of 
placements and 
live projects with 
employers in the 
industry. 

Fantastic 
Facilities

06

Two multi-million-
pound campuses 
boast realistic, 
commercial learning 
environments, with the 
best facilities as your 
classroom. 

PRACTICALLY
LEARN



If you have an interest in biological science and a passion for caring for animals, kick-start your 
career in this diverse and exciting industry. 

Learn in our indoor and outdoor animal units, where you will work with over 50 different animal 
species, handling a huge variety of mammals, reptiles and other exotic creatures, maintaining their 
welfare and accommodation.

Many of our students have progressed on to university, have secured employment in the industry 
or have even launched their own successful business.

Veterinary Nurse  
£13k - £24k+

RSPCA Inspector 
£19k - £30k 

Pet Behaviour 
Counsellor 
£15k - £50k 

Animal Care 
Worker

£12k - £20k 

Zoologist
£18k - £45k+ 

Dog Groomer 
£13k - £20k+

*Salary data collected from various sources, see page 160 for details, July 2019
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Connecting Classroom to Career

Visit www.sthelens.ac.uk/animal for more information

ANIMAL MANAGEMENT



Level 3 Extended Diploma

Animal Management

What will I study?
This course is designed to provide you with 
the academic knowledge and skills to prepare 
you for degree level study and a career in this 
exciting industry. 

Alongside handling and maintaining the welfare 
of various animal species, you will advance your 
knowledge of animal anatomy, biology, breeding 
and genetics, ecology, and estate management 
whilst undertaking a scientific project.  

What will I need?
You should have successfully completed the 
level 3 Diploma in Animal Management.

Progression
You could accrue up to 168 UCAS Tariff Points 
to take you to university.

Alternatively, you could progress directly into 
employment. 

Level 3 Diploma

Animal Management

What will I study?
Throughout this one-year course, you will 
gain a scientific, theoretical and managerial 
understanding of animal care to enable you to 
progress on to the level 3 Extended Diploma 
and ultimately, your dream career. 

You will conduct a more in-depth exploration 
of wildlife nutrition, animal health, feeding and 
handling, whilst understanding the concepts of 
animal behaviour.

You will also have the opportunity to complete a 
work placement in the industry to enhance your 
experience and skills.

What will I need?
You should have four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English, maths and science.

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 Extended 
Diploma in Animal Management.
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Classroom
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Animal 
Management

University
Wildlife Conservation at University of 
Kent 

Joined us from
Great Sankey High School 

From walking with wolves in the Lake District 
and fundraising for local animal sanctuaries 
to exploring animal behaviour and wildlife 
rehabilitation – every day is different!

This is no average classroom!

“This course is fantastic for animal 
enthusiasts! You get to work with a 
variety of aquatic, exotic and farm 
animals.”

“From trips to Chester Zoo to study 
ethograms, to visiting Knowsley Safari 
and Merseyside Dogs home, this 
course has definitely prepared me for 
a future in the industry.”STUART

CONSERVATIONIST
ASPIRING WILDLIFE



03

Alex

Read his full story at: 
www.sthelens.ac.uk/Alex

Classroom
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Animal 
Management

University
Zoo Management at University of 
Chester

Joined us from
Golborne High School
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Industry Links

Level 2 Diploma Level 2 Extended Certificate 

Level 1 Diploma

Animal Care Animal Care

Animal Care

What will I study?
During this one-year course, you will 
develop your understanding of animal health 
and behaviours, animal biology, animal 
accommodation and conservation whilst gaining 
hands-on experience handling a wide variety of 
animal species.

You will also have the opportunity to complete a 
work placement in the industry to enhance your 
experience and skills.

What will I need?
You should have four GCSEs at grade 3 or 
above, including English and maths. 

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 Diploma in 
Animal Management.

What will I study?
During this one-year course, you will develop 
your understanding of animal health and welfare, 
behaviour and handling, as well as animal 
feeding and accommodation, whilst gaining 
hands-on experience handling a wide variety of 
animal species.

You will also have the opportunity to complete a 
work placement in the industry to enhance your 
experience and skills.

What will I need?
You should have GCSEs at grade 2 or above, 
including English and maths, or a level 1 Animal 
Care qualification. 

Progression
You could progress on to the level 2 Diploma in 
Animal Care.

What will I study?
This one-year course is a great introduction to 
the industry. You will handle a variety of animals 
in our indoor and outdoor animal units, whilst 
completing a range of tasks such as preparing 
food and maintaining animal accommodation.

You will also have the opportunity to develop 
your CV and interview skills, whilst building your 
portfolio.

What will I need?
You do not need any formal qualifications, just a 
passion and commitment to your studies.

Progression
You could progress on to a level 2 qualification 
in Animal Care.
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Drucilla the bird-eating tarantula, 
originating from the Amazon rainforest.



Show off your individuality and creativity in our specialist studio spaces, where you will explore a 
wide range of art disciplines. 

Alongside developing your own portfolio of work, you’ll gain valuable insight from established 
artists and designers and showcase your work at an end-of year exhibition and in local art 
galleries. 

You will also have the opportunity to work on live briefs and projects with local and regional 
employers!

Interior Designer
£18k - £45k+

Illustrator    
£15k - £40k+

Graphic Designer  
£19k - £40k+

Photographer
£16k - £44k+

Architect
£21k - £50k

Artist 
£16k - £46k

*Salary data collected from various sources, see page 160 for details, July 2019
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Connecting Classroom to Career

Visit www.sthelens.ac.uk/art for or more information

ART AND DESIGN



Level 3 Extended Diploma

Art and Design

What will I study?
Throughout this course, you will study various 
art disciplines including fine art painting, 3D, 
fashion, textiles, print making, photography and 
graphic design. 

You’ll build a diverse portfolio of work, exploring 
the work of artists and designers and their 
creative intentions.

What will I need?
You should have successfully completed the 
level 3 Foundation Diploma in Art and Design.

Progression
You could accrue up to 168 UCAS Tariff Points 
to take you to university.

You may choose to progress on to University 
Centre St Helens to study a creative arts degree 
such as BA (Hons) Fine Art Painting or BA 
(Hons) Graphic Design.

Level 3 Foundation Diploma

Art and Design

What will I study?
Throughout this one-year course you will 
develop your creative art skills through a range 
of practical and theoretical units. 

These units include visual recording, exploring 
the work of artists and designers, developing 
your awareness of the ‘creative process’, 
and discovering materials, techniques and 
processes relating to your specialism.

What will I need?
You should have four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English and/or maths, and an 
art and design related subject.

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 Extended 
Diploma in Art and Design.
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Classroom
Level 3 Extended Diploma in 
Art and Design

University
Textiles at University of Central 
Lancashire

Joined us from
Sutton Academy 

You will develop your creative skills in our 
specialist studio spaces such as the ceramic and 
painting studios, digital labs and monochrome 
dark room!

This is no average classroom!

“My favourite part of the course was 
studying 3D design and textiles, 
which gave me lots of creative 
freedom.” 

“The support from my tutors has been 
amazing. I have developed so many 
new skills and techniques that will 
help me on my journey to becoming a 
children’s clothing designer.”AMBER

CLOTHING DESIGNER
ASPIRING



Emma Boon - Level 3 Diploma

Richard Bloxham - Level 3 Diploma

Teela Dutton - Level 3 Diploma

Madeline Grindley - Level 3 Diploma
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Industry Links

Level 1 DiplomaLevel 2 Diploma

Art and DesignArt and Design

What will I study?
This one-year course is a great introduction 
to the art and design industry. You will create 
an exciting portfolio of work in a number of 
specialist areas including painting, printmaking, 
drawing, 3D design, textiles, ceramics and 
mixed media.

You will also have the opportunity to develop 
your GCSE English and maths skills or functional 
skills, alongside your course and complete a 2D 
or 3D project.

What will I need?
You should have four GCSEs at grade 2 or 
above.

Progression
You could progress on to the level 2 Diploma in 
Art and Design.

What will I study?
Throughout this one-year course, you will 
explore many art disciplines such as drawing, 
painting, printing, digital media, photography 
and graphic design including working three 
dimensionally with materials such as wood, 
metal and ceramic. 

Develop an extensive portfolio of work using 
your ideas to explore and produce art across a 
wide range of projects.

What will I need?
You should have three GCSEs at grade 3 or 
above, including an art and design subject or a 
portfolio of work. 

Progression
You could progress on to a level 3 Diploma in 
Art and Design, Photography, Graphic Design or 
Games, Animation and VFX.
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The beauty industry brings together creative professionals to deliver extraordinary experiences and 
services to clients. From contouring and false eyelashes to spray tanning, pedicures and skincare 
treatments, you will practice your skills and knowledge in our very own commercial salon, The Lounge. 

Showcase your skills in prestigious competitions such as WorldSkills, and use the latest brands such 
as Dermalogica, MAC, Young Nails and Eve Taylor, to meet the demands of the industry.

Our technical routes enable you to specialise in the career of your choice while developing key 
technical skills to lead you to career success. You could achieve up to a Distinction *, equivalent to A* 
at A level.

Skincare 
Specialist 

£13k - £25k+ 

Makeup Artist
(TV, Film, Theatre)  

£13k - £30k+ 

Salon Manager  
£20k - £30k+ 

Nail Technician 
£13k - £25k+ 

Beauty Therapist  
£13k - £25k+ 

Image Consultant 
£14k - £30k+

*Salary data collected from various sources, see page 160 for details, July 2019
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Connecting Classroom to Career

Visit www.sthelens.ac.uk/beauty for more information

AND SPA THERAPIES
BEAUTY, NAILS, MAKEUP



Level 3 Diploma

Beauty Therapy (Technical)

What will I study?
During this one-year course, you will delve into 
the science behind beauty therapy treatments, 
by exploring anatomy, physiology and electrical 
science. 

You will also provide a range of beauty 
treatments including skin and body analysis, 
face and body electrical treatments and 
Swedish massage.

What will I need?
You should have successfully achieved a level 2 
Beauty Therapy qualification or equivalent, and 
have a grade 4 in English and maths.  

Progression
You could progress on to the FdA Spa 
Therapies and Management at University Centre 
St Helens or into employment.

Level 3 Diploma

Massage Therapy

What will I study?
During this one-year course, you will learn in 
our commercial salon and spa, where you will 
understand the importance of creating a relaxing 
atmosphere.

Once you have delved into the history and 
origins of massage therapies, you will begin to 
develop your skills across a range of treatments 
including Indian head massage and hot stone 
massage therapy.

What will I need?
You should have successfully achieved a level 2 
Beauty Therapy qualification or equivalent, and 
have a grade 4 in English and maths.  

Progression
You could progress on to University Centre 
St Helens to study FdA Spa Therapies and 
Management.
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Classroom
Level 2 Diploma in Beauty Therapy

Career
Aspiring Salon Owner

Joined us from
Rainford High School

SOPHIE

SALON OWNER
ASPIRING

The Lounge has three treatment rooms, a nail bar 
and spa facilities including a monsoon shower, ice 
facility, dry floatation chamber, sauna, steam room 
and Jacuzzi! 

This is no average classroom!

“Learning about a variety of beauty 
treatments and taking part in a 
work placement, has given me the 
confidence to secure a part-time 
position in a local salon.”

“I am looking forward to progressing 
on to the Nail Technology course, 
and taking one step closer to my 
dream of opening my own salon, and 
working in an industry that I love!”



03

Niyomi

Read her full story at: 
www.sthelens.ac.uk/Niyomi

Classroom
Level 3 Diploma in Beauty Therapy

Career
Aspiring Cosmetic Nurse

Joined us from
Soar Valley College
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Industry Links

Level 3 Diploma

Level 3 Diploma Level 3 Diploma

Nail Technology (Technical)

Theatrical, Special Effects, 
Hair and Media Makeup Makeup Artistry

What will I study?
During this one-year course, you will explore a 
diverse range of nail enhancement treatments 
such as light cured gel, electric filing and nail art.

You will learn how to accurately recommend 
treatments for a range of nail problems, which 
is why you will spend time identifying chemicals 
used in varnishes, solutions and enhancement 
treatments.
 What will I need?
You should have successfully achieved a level 2 
Beauty Therapy or Nail Technology qualification, 
or equivalent, and have a grade 4 in English and 
maths.

Progression
You could progress on to another course within 
beauty or directly into employment.

What will I study?
This one-year course explores all aspects 
of creative, theatrical media makeup from 
camouflage makeup and airbrushing, to 
applying prosthetic pieces and creating fantasy 
hair designs. 

You will develop a range of technical abilities, 
whilst gaining crucial experience of working with 
theatre productions and professional clients.

What will I need?
You should have successfully achieved a level 
2 Hair and Media Makeup qualification, or 
equivalent.

Progression
You could progress on to employment or higher 
education.

What will I study?
During this one-year course, you will unleash 
your creativity across a range of makeup 
services such as bridal makeup, airbrushing 
and eyelash extensions. You will also gain an 
understanding of the science behind popular 
cosmetic products, and how to promote and 
sell them in order to maximise sales.  

What will I need?
You should have successfully achieved a level 
2 Hair and Media Makeup qualification, or 
equivalent.

Progression
You could progress on to a level 3 Nail 
Technology or level 2 Hairdressing Studies 
qualification.
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Level 2 Diploma Level 2 Diploma 

Level 2 Diploma 

Beauty Therapy (Technical) Hair and Media Makeup 
Studies

Beauty Therapy 

What will I study?
During this one-year technical course, you will 
explore everything from eyelash and eyebrow 
services, manicure and pedicure treatments, 
to facial and skin type analysis and makeup 
applications.

You will gain insight from skincare specialists 
and local industry professionals with an 
opportunity to gain a membership that is 
recognised by the industry. 

What will I need?
GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including English 
and maths.

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 Diploma 
in Beauty Therapy, Massage Therapy or Nail 
Technology.

What will I study?
During this one-year course, you will develop 
your skills in makeup applications, photographic 
makeup while assisting with makeup.

Unleash your creativity and create intricate 
face and body painting and nail art, whilst 
researching and developing different styles and 
trends for the industry and theatre.

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 3 or above, including 
English and maths. 

Progression
You could progress on to a level 3 qualification 
in Makeup Artistry or Theatrical, Special Effects, 
Hair and Media Makeup.

What will I study?
During this one-year course, you will enhance 
your knowledge of the industry and gain 
experience providing a range of treatments such 
as eyelash and brow treatments, facial skincare, 
waxing, basic manicures, pedicures and nail art. 

Based in our salon, you will carry out reception 
duties while providing first class client care and 
customer service, to ensure that they receive a 
professional and enjoyable salon experience. 

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 3 or above, including 
English and maths, or a level 1 Beauty Therapy 
qualification. 

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 Diploma 
in Beauty Therapy, Massage Therapy or Nail 
Technology.
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Level 1 Diploma Level 1 Diploma 

Beauty Therapy Hair and Media Makeup 
Studies

What will I study?
This one-year course is a great introduction to 
the industry. You will learn basic manicure and 
pedicure techniques, understand how to provide 
toning, cleansing and moisturising treatments 
and provide advice on makeup application and 
skincare. 

You will also have the opportunity to explore 
themed face painting, nail art and photographic 
makeup.

What will I need?
You do not need any formal qualifications, just 
passion and a commitment to your studies. 

Progression
You could progress on to a level 2 qualification 
in Beauty Therapy or Hair and Media Makeup 
Studies. 

What will I study?
This one-year course is an excellent introduction 
to professional hair and make up artistry. 
While maintaining a professional image in our 
commercial salon, you will develop a range of 
practical skills such as hair plaiting, styling and 
makeup application. 

You will also develop nail art techniques, explore 
the art of photographic makeup and learn how 
to use temporary hair colour. 

What will I need?
You do not need any formal qualifications, just 
passion and a commitment to your studies. 

Progression
You could progress on to a level 2 qualification 
in Hair and Media Makeup, Beauty Therapy or 
Hairdressing.
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Classroom
Level 3 Diploma in Nail Technology

Career
Nail Technician at Steiner

Joined us from
Cansfield High School

“Studying Beauty Therapy 
has given me the confidence 
to achieve my dream 
career! With the help of my 
supportive tutors and their 
industry links, I have now 
secured employment with 
luxury cruise liner, Steiner, 
where I will be travelling 
the globe, working as a Nail 
Technician.”

RHEA

Connecting Classroom to Career

FOR SUCCESS
SETTING SAIL



Read Rhea’s story at
www.sthelens.ac.uk/Rhea



Whether you have a passion for entrepreneurialism or an interest in leadership and management, 
studying business provides a great stepping stone to a broad range of exciting career opportunities. 

You will go behind the scenes at some of the world’s largest organisations to develop your 
understanding of the industry and to boost your CV. 

You will have the opportunity to gain knowledge of marketing, finance, and project management 
principles, which can be transferred to a wide range of careers or help you in setting up your own 
business. 

Supply Chain 
Manager 

£20k - £35k+

Business 
Development 

Manager    
£25k - £50k+

Head of 
Purchasing  

£25k - £40k+

Sales Executive
£20k - £30k+

Human Resources 
Officer 

£15k - £30k+

Chartered 
Accountant 
£25k - £45k+

*Salary data collected from various sources, see page 160 for details, July 2019
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Visit www.sthelens.ac.uk/business for more information

BUSINESS



Level 3 NCFE Diploma 

Skills for Business: Enterprise

What will I study?
During this one-year course, you will learn 
how businesses are created from the ground 
up, how they grow and how they become 
successful. You will have the opportunity to 
experience business first-hand through work 
experience with a local employer. 

You will explore the importance of business 
culture, finance and project management and 
will even have the opportunity to manage an 
event and pitch your business plan and ideas. 

What will I need?
You should have four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English and maths. 

Progression
You could progress on to University Centre 
St Helens to study HND Business 
(Management).

Level 2 NCFE Diploma

Skills for Business

What will I study?
Throughout this one-year course, you will 
discover the fast-paced world of business and 
commerce by developing an understanding of 
business culture and principles. 

You will also develop crucial, transferable skills 
such as customer service and problem-solving 
and gain valuable work experience in the 
industry alongside your course. 

What will I need?
You should have four GCSEs at grade 3 or 
above. 

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 Diploma 
in Business: Enterprise or on to an advanced 
apprenticeship. 
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Level 3 Diploma in Business

Career
Business Transformation Support 
Partner at CRG

Joined us from
Calderstones School

JOSEF

BUSINESS PROFESSIONAL
INSPIRING

“I have developed so many useful 
skills on my course which can be 
transferred to any career that I 
progress into.”

“My course helped me to secure 
a work placement with a local 
recruitment company, CRG, who I 
have now successfully secured full-
time employment with as a Business 
Transformation Support Partner.”

Develop your experience and skills in the 
workplace with an apprenticeship. Earn while 
you learn, and gain a recognised qualification at 
College. See page 28 to find out how you could 
benefit from studying an apprenticeship route. 

Fire up your career!



As visitor numbers continue to grow rapidly in the Liverpool City Region, this provides a great 
opportunity for you to launch your own business, or be p of a creative team, in a fast-paced and 
innovative industry. 

We are proud of our links with top chefs, with many of our students going to work at reputable 
restaurants including; The Art School Liverpool, Chester Grosvenor, The Marram Grass and 
Gleneagles. Some of our previous students have their own Michelin-starred restaurants and have 
appeared on MasterChef and Saturday Kitchen!

Head Chef 
£25k - £50k+ 

Sommelier   
£15k - £25k+ 

Chef De Rang 
£15k - £25k+  

Catering Manager 
£18k - £30k+ 

Sous Chef 
£22k - £30k+ 

Restaurant 
Manager  

£22k - £30k+ 

*Salary data collected from various sources, see page 160 for details, July 2019
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HOSPITALITY
CATERING AND 



Level 3 Advanced Diploma

Professional Cookery

What will I study?
This one-year course is designed to advance 
your culinary skills and show you how to cook 
with precision. Working in a fast-paced kitchen, 
you will prepare and cook complex dishes from 
meat and poultry to fish.

You will prepare and cook pastries, cakes, 
biscuits and breads, whilst maintaining a high 
level of food safety, health and hygiene in the 
kitchen at all times. 

What will I need?
You should have four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English or maths, or a level 2 
cookery qualification. 

Progression
You could progress directly into employment or 
on to another course at level 3. 

Level 3 Diploma

Food Beverage Service and an 
Introduction to Event Planning

What will I study?
This one-year course enhances your knowledge 
of the hospitality industry while providing an 
introduction to event planning. You will also 
develop supervisory and leadership skills.

Develop your experience in a bustling, 
award-winning restaurant, where you will be 
supervising food and beverage services such 
as cash handling, cellar and drink storage while 
using the art of silver service to prepare and 
serve a range of beverages and dishes. 

What will I need?
You should have four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English or maths, or a level 2 
cookery qualification.

Progression
You could progress directly into employment in 
this exciting industry.
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Classroom
Level 3 Diploma in Professional 
Cookery

Career
Commis Chef at The Art School, 
Liverpool

Joined us from
Hope Academy

KYLE

INSPIRING CHEF

Our students attended Anfield Stadium to prepare 
and serve breakfast canapés to over 150 guests 
as part of an exclusive fundraising dinner. They 
worked with some of the industry’s top chefs, 
including Anfield’s Executive Chef, Chris Marshall.

Students Takeover Anfield 

“At College, I’ve had some amazing 
opportunities working with top 
chefs in fast-paced kitchens, across a 
variety of locations in the UK.”

“The support from the Chef’s at 
College, has prepared me for my 
exciting new career at exclusive fine 
dining restaurant, The Art School, in 
Liverpool.”



03

Based in our industry standard kitchens and award-winning restaurant, 
Colours, you will cook and serve alongside world renowned chefs and tutors 
who have held careers in Michelin-starred restaurants and luxury hotels all 
around the world. 

This is no average classroom!
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Industry Links

Level 2 Diploma Level 2 Diploma

Level 1 Diploma

Professional Cookery  Food and Beverage Service

Catering

What will I study?
Throughout this one-year course, you will 
become proficient at menu planning, an 
essential skill for any future Head Chef, and 
develop your experience of cooking delicious 
soups, stocks and sauces, before moving on to 
fruit, vegetables, meat and fish. 

You will even have the opportunity to master the 
art of hot and cold puddings as well as biscuits, 
cakes and sponge.

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 4 or above, including 
English or maths, or a level 1 Professional 
Cookery qualification.

Progression
You could progress on to a level 3 qualification 
or into employment.

What will I study?
During this one-year course, you will be based 
in our busy restaurant, Colours, learning how 
to serve food and beverages to the highest 
possible standards including silver service, table 
service and customer service. 

You will also gain additional experience such 
as handling cash payments and maintaining 
payment points while developing your menu and 
beverage product knowledge.

What will I need?
Four GCSEs at grade 3 or above, including 
English or maths. 

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 Diploma in 
Food and Beverage Service and an Introduction 
to Event Planning or in to employment.

What will I study?
This one-year course is a great introduction to the 
industry, as you will get to know your way around 
the kitchen and cook your first dishes. You will 
start by boiling, poaching and steaming, before 
moving on to baking, roasting, grilling and frying.

You will also develop your front of house skills in 
our busy fine-dining restaurant, Colours, where 
you will learn how to serve food and beverages to 
the highest possible standard.

What will I need?
You do not need any formal qualifications, just 
passion and a commitment to your studies.

Progression
You could progress on to the level 2 Diploma 
in Food and Beverage Service, or Professional 
Cookery.

71



Classroom
Level 2 Diploma in Food and Beverage Services

Career
Inspiring Commis Waiter at The Art School

Joined us from
Geniko Lykio Soronis (Rhodes)

“I’ve had some amazing 
opportunities during my 
course, from working in the 
College’s award-winning 
restaurant to experiencing 
the energetic atmosphere at 
high-profile events. This is 
how I secured employment 
at Paul Askew’s, exclusive 
fine dining restaurant, The 
Art School!”

ALEX

Connecting Classroom to Career

SUCCESS
SERVING UP



Read Alex’s story at
www.sthelens.ac.uk/AlexZ



With extensive advancements in technology, and with data breaches becoming increasingly more 
common and sophisticated, professionals working in this industry have never been in higher 
demand. 

Computing is a very creative field that combines invention with methodical thinking, and the 
skills that you’ll develop in our computer suites, can be transferred to a wide variety of business, 
scientific and social contexts.

Web Designer 
£17k - £44k

Information 
Security Specialist     

£15k - £50k

IT Support 
Technician  
£19k - £40k

Software Engineer 
£18k - £50k

Programme 
and Software 

Developer 
£22k - £55k

Information 
Systems Manager 

£40k - £55k+

*Salary data collected from various sources, see page 160 for details, July 2019
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Visit www.sthelens.ac.uk/IT for more information

COMPUTING AND IT



Level 3 Extended Diploma

Information Technology

What will I study?
Throughout this advanced course, you will 
explore the practice of IT project management 
and how to provide effective IT technical 
support and service delivery. You will also gain 
advanced knowledge of cyber security, event 
driven programming and website customisation. 

As this course is hands-on and practical, you 
will also have the opportunity to work on your 
own project such as developing a website and 
creating systems to manage information. 

What will I need?
You should have successfully completed the 
level 3 Foundation Diploma in Information 
Technology.

Progression
You could accrue up to 168 UCAS Tariff Points 
to take you to university. 

You may choose to progress on to University 
Centre St Helens to study FdSc Computing.

Level 3 Foundation Diploma

Information Technology

What will I study?
This one-year course will provide you with the 
knowledge, skills and experience needed to 
succeed in the industry. 

You will learn the theory behind information 
technology whilst investigating computer 
systems, website development and 
management. 

You will explore social media in business, 
computer programming and spreadsheets. 

What will I need?
You should have five GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English and/or maths.

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 Extended 
Diploma in Information Technology, or on to a 
higher apprenticeship.
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Classroom
Level 3 Extended Diploma in 
Information Technology

Career
IT Technician at Unibro (Grasscutting 
Machinery) Limited

Joined us from
Cansfield High School 

NATHAN

IT TECHNICIAN
INSPIRING

“I have always been fascinated by the 
ever evolving world of technology! 
In my spare time I have built my own 
gaming computer.”

“The tutors on the course are great! 
They helped me to secure a work 
placement as an IT Technician at 
Rapid Consultancy, which really 
prepared me for life in the industry.”

Develop your experience and skills in the 
workplace with an apprenticeship. Earn while 
you learn, and gain a recognised qualification at 
College. See page 28 to find out how you could 
benefit from studying an apprenticeship route. 

Fire up your career!



Matt

Read his full story at: 
www.sthelens.ac.uk/Matt

Classroom
Level 3 Diploma in IT

Career
Inspiring IT Apprentice

Joined us from
De La Salle High School
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Industry Links

Level 2 Extended Certificate Level 1 Diploma

Information and Creative 
Technology Introduction to IT

What will I study?
During this one-year course, you will explore 
everything from technology systems, computer 
systems, database development and 
website development to multimedia product 
development and the online world. 

Alongside building your digital portfolio, 
you’ll have the opportunity to gain extra IT 
qualifications with Microsoft IT Academy, an 
accredited centre specialising in certified IT 
training courses.

What will I need?
You should have at least one GCSE at grade 4 
or above and three GCSEs at grade 3 or above. 

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 Diploma 
in Information Technology or an advanced 
apprenticeship.

What will I study?
This one-year introductory course is designed 
to help you to develop a wide range of 
skills including problem-solving, team work, 
communication and research, to prepare you for 
the next level of study. 

You will develop your understanding of digital 
communication technologies, website design 
and spreadsheets while researching a relevant 
topic and exploring how to develop computer 
programs. 

What will I need?
You do not need any formal qualifications, just 
passion and a commitment to your studies. 

Progression
You could progress on to the level 2 Extended 
Certificate in Information and Creative 
Technology.
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The construction industry is constantly growing and evolving, which is what makes working in this 
industry so varied and exciting.

Whether it is working on commercial developments, innovative housing or on people’s homes, you 
will feel like you have one of the best careers in the world. 

You will learn your trade in a purpose built environment with real, made-to-scale structures, for 
you to decorate, plaster, renovate and build in. You will also have the chance to gain valuable work 
experience and showcase your skills in industry competitions.

Electrician 
£14k - £30k+

Chartered 
Surveyor  

£16k - £32k+

Construction 
Manager  

£27k - £50k+

Plumber 
£14k - £30k+

Site Inspector 
£20k - £40k+

Bricklayer 
£14k - £30k+

*Salary data collected from various sources, see page 160 for details, July 2019
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Connecting Classroom to Career

Visit www.sthelens.ac.uk/construction for more information

CONSTRUCTION



Level 2 Diploma

Bricklaying

What will I study?
During this one-year course, you will gain 
the necessary practical skills and knowledge 
required to progress in the industry.

You will interpret scale drawings, construct 
structures and cladding, develop an 
understanding of construction technology 
and gain valuable work experience within the 
construction industry.

What will I need?
You should have successfully achieved a level 
1 Bricklaying qualification and be on track to 
achieve grade 4 or above in English and maths. 

Progression
You could progress directly into employment. 

Level 2 Diploma

Site Carpentry

What will I study?
Throughout this one-year course, you will 
carry out flooring and roofing operations while 
exploring frames, partitions, stairs and carpentry 
maintenance. 

You will also have the opportunity to carry 
out structural carcassing operations and gain 
experience in the industry alongside your 
course.

What will I need?
You should have successfully achieved a level 
1 Carpentry and Joinery qualification and be on 
track to achieve grade 4 or above in English and 
maths. 

Progression
You could progress directly into employment. 
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Classroom
Level 2 Diploma in Wall and Floor 
Tiling

Career
Tiling Apprentice at DI Ceramics

Joined us from
De La Salle High School

KASEY

TILING APPRENTICE
INSPIRING

Develop your experience and skills in the 
workplace with an apprenticeship. Earn while 
you learn, and gain a recognised qualification at 
College. See page 28 to find out how you could 
benefit from studying an apprenticeship route. 

Fire up your career!

“I have now secured an 
apprenticeship with established 
tiling company, DI Ceramics.”

“Learning in the College’s tiling 
workshop, working on made-to-scale 
structures, really helped prepare 
me for my work placement with 
Cotthams Tiles, where I worked 
onsite with large commercial clients.”



Level 2 Technical Certificate Level 2 Technical Certificate

Level 2 Diploma

Electrical Installation Plumbing

Plastering

What will I study?
During this one-year course, you will gain a 
diverse range of skills and knowledge in order to 
develop a career as an Electrician in a domestic 
or commercial environment. 

You will develop an understanding of electrical 
installation technology, electro technical 
technology and electrical science including 
gaining valuable work experience in the industry.

What will I need?
You should have GCSEs at grade 4 or above 
in English and maths and/or have successfully 
achieved a level 1 Electrical Installation 
qualification.

Progression
You could progress on to an apprenticeship or 
directly into employment. 

What will I study?
Throughout this one-year course, you will 
enhance your skills within plumbing installations 
while developing an understanding of low 
carbon technology and renewable energy. 

You will also have the opportunity to gain 
work experience alongside your course and 
understand the principles of heating systems, 
electricity and components.

What will I need?
You should have successfully achieved a level 
1 Plumbing qualification and be on track to 
achieve grade 4 or above in English and maths. 

Progression
You could progress on to an apprenticeship or 
directly into employment. 

What will I study?
During this one-year course, you will conduct 
a variety of plastering tasks in addition to 
developing your ability to interpret information by 
working out materials and costings for a variety 
of projects. 

You will carry out various plastering tasks from 
fixing dry lining and plasterboards to interiors and 
casting fibrous plasterwork. You will also have 
the opportunity to gain experience in the industry.

What will I need?
You should have successfully achieved a level 
1 Plastering qualification and be on track to 
achieve grade 4 or above in English and maths. 

Progression
You could progress directly into employment.   
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Visit www.sthelens.ac.uk/construction for more information

Level 2 Diploma 

Painting and Decorating

What will I study?
Throughout this one-year course, you will 
explore complex paint systems and advance 
your skills by producing specialist decorative 
finishes.

You will also apply paint by brush and roller, 
apply paper to walls and ceilings, and prepare 
surfaces while you gain work experience in the 
industry.

What will I need?
You should have successfully achieved a level 
1 Painting and Decorating qualification and be 
on track to achieve grade 4 or above in English 
and maths. 

Progression
You could progress directly into employment. 
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Level 2 Diploma 

Wall and Floor Tiling

What will I study?
During this one-year course, you will develop 
advanced tiling skills, create intricate tile designs 
using a range of products and techniques and 
gain a stronger understanding of construction 
technology. 

You will also gain experience in the industry and 
understand how to prepare and set out surfaces 
and backgrounds for tiling.

What will I need?
You should have successfully achieved a level 
1 Wall and Floor Tiling qualification and be on 
track to achieve grade 4 or above in English and 
maths. 

Progression
You could progress directly into employment. 

81

Level 1 Diploma 

Bricklaying

What will I study?
This one-year course is a great introduction to 
bricklaying. Based in our workshops, you will 
learn the fundamental aspects of bricklaying 
including how to construct block, brick and 
cavity walling. 

You will also have the opportunity to develop the 
hand skills needed to use a variety of tools and 
gain valuable work experience in the industry. 

What will I need?
You should have GCSEs at grade 3 or above 
in English and maths. You will be supported to 
develop your English and maths skills alongside 
your course. 

Progression
You could progress on to the level 2 Diploma in 
Bricklaying or an apprenticeship. 

Level 1 Diploma 

Carpentry and Joinery

What will I study?
This one-year course is a great introduction to 
carpentry and joinery. You will develop a range 
of practical skills from various tasks such as 
creating woodworking joints, frames, doors and 
windows. 

You will also learn how to use hand and 
portable power tools and how to put up access 
equipment and scaffolding while gaining 
valuable work experience in the industry. 

What will I need?
You should have GCSEs at grade 3 or above 
in English and maths. You will be supported to 
develop your English and maths skills alongside 
your course. 

Progression
You could progress on to the level 2 Diploma in 
Site Carpentry or an apprenticeship. 



Level 1 Diploma Level 1 Diploma 

Level 1 Diploma 

Electrical Installation Painting and Decorating

Plastering

What will I study?
This one-year course is a great first step 
towards a career as an Electrician. Learning 
basic skills; both practical and theory based, 
you will learn the scientific principles of 
electricity. 

You will explore everything from conduit, 
trunking and installation methods to electrical 
components and fittings.

What will I need?
You should have GCSEs at grade 3 or above 
in English and maths. You will be supported to 
develop your English and maths skills alongside 
your course. 

Progression
You could progress on to the level 2 Diploma in 
Electrical Installation.

What will I study?
This one-year course is a great introduction to 
painting and decorating in the industry. You will 
learn about various paint systems and develop a 
range of application techniques. 

You will also apply foundation and plain papers 
and produce decorative finishes in addition to 
gaining valuable work experience alongside your  
course.

What will I need?
You should have GCSEs at grade 3 or above 
in English and maths. You will be supported to 
develop your English and maths skills alongside 
your course. 

Progression
You could progress on to the level 2 Diploma in 
Painting and Decorating or an apprenticeship.   

What will I study?
This one-year course is a great introduction to 
plastering. You will explore a range of building 
methods and construction technology while 
developing skills in wet plastering. 

You will also learn how to prepare surfaces and 
mix plaster materials including applying a range 
of coats to various structures. 

What will I need?
You should have GCSEs at grade 3 or above 
in English and maths. You will be supported to 
develop your English and maths skills alongside 
your course. 

Progression
You could progress on to the level 2 Diploma in 
Plastering or an apprenticeship.
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Level 1 Diploma 

Plumbing

What will I study?
This one-year course is a great introduction 
to plumbing. You will master the art of 
pipe bending and soldering while gaining 
experiencing installing bathrooms and heating 
systems. 

You will explore the scientific principles of 
plumbing including hot and cold water and 
heating sanitation systems. 

What will I need?
You should have GCSEs at grade 3 or above 
in English and maths. You will be supported to 
develop your English and maths skills alongside 
your course. 

Progression
You could progress on to the level 2 Diploma in 
Plumbing or an apprenticeship. 

Industry Links
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Level 1 Diploma 

Wall and Floor Tiling

What will I study?
This one-year course is a great introduction to 
tiling. You will develop a range of practical skills 
including preparing and fixing tiling materials to 
various installations. 

You will also explore building methods and 
construction technology while creating 
decorative pattern designs. There is also an 
opportunity to gain work experience. 

What will I need?
You should have GCSEs at grade 3 or above 
in English and maths. You will be supported to 
develop your English and maths skills alongside 
your course. 

Progression
You could progress on to the level 2 Diploma in 
Wall and Floor Tiling.
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Jamie

Read his full story at: 
www.sthelens.ac.uk/Jamie

Classroom
Level 2 Diploma in Painting and 
Decorating

University
Painter and Decorator at Groundlevel

Joined us from
Bridgewater High School



Get to grips with producing, directing, filming and editing as you explore the creative world of 
cinematography and experiment with camera production and recording sound.

Our industry-experienced tutors have fantastic employer links, enabling you to work on live 
projects and briefs with professional clients.

Whether you want to become a producer, journalist, camera operator or work within TV and film, 
this could be the first step towards a career in the creative industries.

Camera Operator 
£25k - £40k+

Film/Video 
Editor  

£20k - £40k+

TV/Film Producer   
£30k - £80k+

Cinematographer
£15k - £40k+

Journalist
£15k - £37k+

Sound/Lighting 
Technician
£15k - £35k+

*Salary data collected from various sources, see page 160 for details, July 2019
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Visit www.sthelens.ac.uk/creativemedia for more information

MEDIA
CREATIVE DIGITAL



Level 3 Extended Diploma

Creative Digital Media 
Production

What will I study?
This course will take your knowledge and 
skills to the next level, enabling you to write, 
storyboard, cast and edit your own productions.  

Using HD video cameras and sound and lighting 
equipment, you will film on location in our studio. 
You will also have the opportunity to explore 
audience reception theory, to discover what 
really engages and interests an audience. 

What will I need?
You should have successfully completed the 
level 3 Foundation Diploma in Creative Digital 
Media Production.

Progression
You could accrue up to 168 UCAS Tariff Points 
to take you to university.

You may choose to progress on to University 
Centre St Helens to study one of our creative 
arts degrees such as FdSc Media Production.

Level 3 Foundation Diploma

Creative Digital Media 
Production

What will I study?
Throughout this one-year course you will 
develop your creative media skills through a 
range of practical and theoretical units. 

These units include visual recording, exploring 
the work of artists and designers, developing 
your awareness of the ‘creative process’, 
and discovering materials, techniques and 
processes relating to your specialism.

What will I need?
You should have four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English and/or maths, and an 
art and design related subject.

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 Extended 
Diploma in Creative Digital Media Production.
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Classroom
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Creative 
Digital Media Production

Career
Aspiring Producer

Joined us from
Wade Deacon High School

Using our £60,000 TV studio, green screen 
infinity cove and editing suites, you will have 
the opportunity to work on live projects with 
professional clients and national organisations.

This is no average classroom!

“I love films, so I was very excited 
when I got the opportunity to 
produce and direct my very own 
documentary.”  

“My favourite part about the course is 
working in the College’s green screen 
and editing suite. Here we get to use 
industry recognised equipment and 
software, which has prepared me for 
a career in the industry.”ALPHIE

PRODUCER
ASPIRING



03

Flávio

Read his full story at: 
www.sthelens.ac.uk/Flavio

Classroom
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Creative 
Digital Media Production

University
Graphic Design at University Centre 
St Helens

Joined us from
Escola Secundária do Castêlo da 
Maia, Portugal
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Industry Links

Level 2 Diploma

Creative Media ProductionCreative Media Production

What will I study?
Be creative! Write scripts and develop your 
ideas for videos and productions while exploring 
a wide range of media-based topics and 
concepts of theoretical media. 

You will also enhance your knowledge of using 
industry-standard equipment including video 
cameras and editing software such as Premier 
Pro.

What will I need?
You should have two GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above and two GCSEs at grade 3 or above. 

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 Diploma in 
Creative Media Production. 

What will I study?
Be creative! Write scripts and develop your 
ideas for videos and productions while exploring 
a wide range of media-based topics and 
concepts of theoretical media. 

You will also enhance your knowledge of using 
industry-standard equipment including video 
cameras and editing software such as Premier 
Pro.

What will I need?
You should have two GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above and two GCSEs at grade 3 or above. 

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 Diploma in 
Creative Media Production. 
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Classroom
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Creative 
Media Production

Career
Aspiring Editor

Joined us from
Haydock High School

“I’ve always had a camera in my 
hand, so I knew that this would be 
the best course for me!”

“I’ve had the opportunity to work with 
industry standard software in amazing 
facilities, including the College’s green 
screen and editing suites. I hope to 
progress on to a degree, so that I can 
become a professional Editor or even 
a Lighting Engineer.”MEGAN

ASPIRING EDITOR

Level 2 Diploma



Working with children and young people is a hugely rewarding career, whether it is supporting them 
in an education setting or in a clinical environment. 

This industry has a lot to offer with excellent salaries and career progression! An essential part of any 
successful career is experience – which you will gain lots of alongside your course. When you are 
not on a work placement or gaining knowledge in the classroom, you will be getting involved in a 
wide range of community initiatives to boost your CV.

Primary School 
Teacher  

£23k - £45k+ 

Early Years 
Educator   

£18k - £30k+

Child 
Psychologist
£25k - £50k+ 

Nursery Manager 
£23k - £45k+

Social Worker 
£24k - £40k+

Health Play 
Specialist 

£20k - £30k+

*Salary data collected from various sources, see page 160 for details, July 2019
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WORK AND TEACHING
EARLY YEARS, YOUTH



Level 3 Diploma

Childcare and Education 
(Early Years Educator)

What will I study?
This advanced two-year course explores 
everything from child development, psychology 
and socialisation to child health, play and 
learning, and international perspectives. 

Practical experience in a workplace setting 
is a key element of this course including 
the opportunity to develop your theoretical 
knowledge in the classroom.

What will I need?
You should have five GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English language and maths. 

Progression
You could accrue up to 168 UCAS Tariff Points 
to take you to university.

Alternatively, you could secure employment or a 
higher apprenticeship.

Level 3 Diploma

Youth Work Practice

What will I study?
Throughout this one-year course, you will gain 
experience of working in a youth work setting. 
Successful completion of this course could lead 
to you achieving Joint Negotiating Committee 
(JNC) recognition, a status that is highly valued 
by employers in the industry. 

You will learn about young people’s 
development and safeguarding while 
understanding challenging behaviour and how 
to engage and communicate effectively. 

What will I need?
You should have experience of working with 
young people in a youth work setting and a 
GCSE at grade 4 or above in English.

Progression
You could progress into employment or on to a 
higher apprenticeship. 
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Classroom
Level 3 Diploma in Childcare and 
Education (Early Years Educator)

University
Primary Education at Edge Hill 
University

Joined us from
De La Salle High School

OLIVER

SCHOOL TEACHER
ASPIRING PRIMARY

“I really enjoyed completing a work 
placement at Our Lady’s Catholic 
Primary School.”

“Being a student governor has 
opened up lots of opportunities 
for me. It gave me the confidence 
to secure my place at university 
and brought me one step closer to 
becoming a Primary School Teacher.”

Develop your experience and skills in the 
workplace with an apprenticeship. Earn while 
you learn, and gain a recognised qualification at 
College. See page 28 to find out how you could 
benefit from studying an apprenticeship route. 

Fire up your career!



Sophie

Read her full story at: 
www.sthelens.ac.uk/Sophie

Classroom
Level 3 Diploma in Childcare and 
Education (Early Years Educator)

Career
Level 2 Teaching Assistant, Fox Wood 
School 

Joined us from
Great Sankey High School
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Industry Links

Little   Einsteins 
Nursery and holiday club 

Level 2 Certificate Level 1 Certificate/Diploma

Early Years Education 
(Childcare)  Caring for Children

What will I study?
During this one-year course, you will gain 
valuable experience in a childcare setting while 
developing your understanding of the physical 
development of children and the value of 
recreational activities. 

You will also learn about safeguarding, the 
importance of teamwork and child protection.

What will I need?
You should have three GCSEs at grade 3 or 
above, including English language or maths, 
plus one GCSE at grade 4 in English language 
or maths. 

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 Diploma 
in Childcare and Education or Youth Work 
Practice. 

What will I study?
This one-year course is a great introduction to 
the industry, especially if you haven’t had the 
opportunity to study this at school.

You will explore everything from the 
development of young children, safeguarding 
and healthy living, to supporting babies to play 
and learning how to implement craft, science 
and technology activities. 

What will I need?
You should have three GCSEs at grade 2 or 
above, including English language or maths. 

Progression
You could progress on to the level 2 Certificate 
in Early Years Education (Childcare).  
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Rapid advancements in the engineering industry, specifically within the fields of electrical, marine, 
aeronautical, advanced manufacturing and wind turbine, makes working in this industry so exciting 
and varied. 

From working in our engineering workshops, using industry standard machinery and equipment 
to building your knowledge in the classroom, you will carry out a range of engineering projects to 
enhance your practical skills and technical ability. 

Alongside developing crucial employability skills, you will complete work experience with employers.

Automation 
Engineer

£18k - £45k+  

Product Designer   
£20k - £40k+ 

Fabricator
Welder 

£15k - £40k+  

Electrical 
Engineer 

£21k - £50k 

CAD Technician  
£15k - £35k+ 

Mechanical 
Engineer 

£20k - £40k+ 

*Salary data collected from various sources, see page 160 for details, July 2019
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ENGINEERING



Level 3 Extended Diploma 

Electrical Engineering

What will I study?
During this advanced course, you will gain an in-
depth understanding of electrical and electronic 
principles, engineering principles, automation, 
project management and innovation.

You will develop your knowledge and practical 
skills in our specialist workshop, whilst 
undertaking additional maths qualifications. You 
will have access to industry specialists within the 
College and in local businesses.

What will I need?
You should have four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English, maths and science.

Progression
You could accrue up to 112 UCAS Tariff Points 
to take you to university.

You could progress on to HNC Engineering at 
University Centre St Helens.

Level 3 Extended Diploma 

Mechanical Engineering

What will I study?
During this advanced course, you will gain 
an in-depth understanding of advanced 
manufacturing, mechanical principles, innovation 
and project management. You will also develop 
your skills in computer-aided design (CAD) 
to prepare you for a successful career in the 
industry.

Develop your knowledge and practical skills 
in our specialist workshop, whilst undertaking 
additional maths qualifications.

What will I need?
You should have four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English, maths and science.

Progression
You could accrue up to 112 UCAS Tariff Points 
to take you to university.

You could progress on to HNC Engineering at 
University Centre St Helens.

93

E
N

G
IN

E
E

R
IN

G

Classroom
Level 3 Diploma in Engineering 
Technologies: Mechanical Engineering

Career
Mechanical Engineering Design 
Apprentice at CAL International

Joined us from
Sussex College Network (Sri Lanka)

ASH

AEROSPACE ENGINEER
ASPIRING

Develop your experience and skills in the 
workplace with an apprenticeship. Earn while 
you learn, and gain a recognised qualification at 
College. See page 28 to find out how you could 
benefit from studying an apprenticeship route. 

Fire up your career!

“The supportive tutors with their 
industry links, helped me to secure 
my innovative apprenticeship.”

“As part of my role, I research and 
develop new ideas and improve 
existing designs and processes 
across a variety of industries such as 
automotive, chemical, aerospace and 
packaging.”



Level 3 Advanced Technical 
Certificate 

Level 3 Advanced Technical 
Certificate 

Engineering Technologies – 
Electrical Engineering

Engineering Technologies – 
Mechanical Engineering

What will I study?
During this advanced one-year course, you will 
gain an in-depth understanding of electrical 
and electronic principles and digital and 
microelectronics to prepare you for a successful 
career.

Developing your knowledge and practical skills 
in our specialist workshops, you will explore 
engineering mathematics, programmable logic 
controllers (PLCs) and automation. 

What will I need?
You should have four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English, maths and science. 

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 Extended 
Diploma in Electrical Engineering.

What will I study?
This specialist one-year course, provides an in-
depth understanding of mechanical engineering 
principles and computer aided design. 

You will explore manufacturing techniques 
such as computer numerical control (CNC) 
and understand how to maintain mechanical 
systems. You will also experience advanced 
milling and turning in our industry workshops. 

What will I need?
You should have four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English, maths and science.

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 Extended 
Diploma in Mechanical Engineering.
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Meet the current skills demand in the Liverpool City Region, by learning 
in our engineering workshops that are equipped with industry standard 
machines and tools, whilst completing valuable work experience alongside 
your course.

This is no average classroom!
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Level 2 Technical Certificate

Level 1 NVQ Diploma 

Level 2 Technical Certificate 

Electrical Engineering

Performing Engineering 
Operations (Multi-Skill)

Mechanical Engineering 

What will I study?
During this one-year course, you will explore the 
principles, methods and technology involved in 
electrical/electronic engineering. 

You will also gain an understanding of 
engineering environmental awareness, technical 
drawing techniques, electrical control systems 
and machinery and equipment.

What will I need?
You should have four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English, maths and science. 

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 
Advanced Technical Certificate in Engineering 
Technologies - Electrical Engineering or on to an 
apprenticeship.

What will I study?
This one-year course will provide you with the 
skills and knowledge required for your desired 
career, whether that be in Electrical Engineering 
or Mechanical Engineering.

Based in our specialist workshops, you will 
develop a range of practical and employability 
skills specific to your area of interest, gaining 
a strong understanding of the principles of 
engineering. 

What will I need?
You do not need any formal qualifications, just a 
passion and commitment to your studies.

Progression
You could progress on to a level 2 Technical 
Certificate in Mechanical or Electrical 
Engineering, or on to an apprenticeship.

What will I study?
During this one-year course, you will study a 
range of engineering techniques and advanced 
manufacturing systems, while developing 
practical skills and experience in turning and 
milling operations. 

You will also gain an understanding of computer 
aided drawing software (CAD) while practising 
your drawing techniques.

What will I need?
You should have four GCSEs at grade 3 or 
above, including English, maths and science. 

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 Advanced 
Technical Certificate in Engineering Technologies 
- Mechanical Engineering or on to an 
apprenticeship.
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Industry Links



Classroom
Level 3 Diploma in Engineering Technologies - 
Mechanical Engineering

University
Mechanical Engineering at University of Chester

Joined us from
St Patricks College (Sri Lanka)

“From a young age, I’ve 
always enjoyed creating 
my own inventions and 
competing in various junior 
competitions. My course 
has helped me to turn this 
passion into a career, and I 
have now secured my place at 
University of Chester, where 
my journey to becoming a 
Product Designer continues.”

ANTONY

Connecting Classroom to Career

KNOCKS
OPPORTUNITY



Read Antony’s story at
www.sthelens.ac.uk/Antony



Develop your creativity in our very own florist, The Flower Studio, designing intricate arrangements 
for paying customers, exploring floral designs for special occasions and maintaining the condition 
of plants and planted designs. 

You may also have the opportunity to showcase your work at industry competitions such as 
the Southport Flower Show and RHS Flower Show Tatton Park. Many students have secured 
employment with high profile organisations in the industry while others have launched their own 
successful business.

Florist Manager
£20k - £25k+  

Visual 
Merchandiser   
£14k - £25k+ 

Interior Designer
£15k - £45k+ 

Florist Business 
Owner

 £15k - £30k+ 

Events Manager 
£20k - £40k+ 

Wedding Planner 
£15k - £25k+ 

*Salary data collected from various sources, see page 160 for details, July 2019
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Connecting Classroom to Career

Visit www.sthelens.ac.uk/floristry for more information

FLORISTRY



Level 3 Diploma

Floristry

What will I study?
This one-year course is designed to enhance 
your knowledge and skills of the industry while 
gaining an in-depth understanding of running a 
successful business. 

You will explore everything from corporate 
identity, buying and business procedures 
to creating complex floral designs and 
arrangements for various events such as 
weddings, formal occasions and funerals.

What will I need?
You should have successfully achieved a level 2 
Floristry qualification.

Progression
You could progress into employment or 
progress on to the HND Business (Management) 
at University Centre St Helens.
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Classroom
Level 2 Diploma in Floristry 

Career
Aspiring Wedding Planner 

Joined us from
Cowley International College

Develop your experience and skills in the 
workplace with an apprenticeship. Earn while 
you learn, and gain a recognised qualification at 
College. See page 28 to find out how you could 
benefit from studying an apprenticeship route. 

Fire up your career!

“My tutors were amazing and the 
course is practical so I was always 
getting stuck in, creating floral 
arrangements!” 

“Trying to decide what type of 
Event Planner I would like to be was 
difficult, but I love weddings and the 
idea of creating one that is special 
and unique to the bride and groom 
is what encouraged me to complete 
this course.”SOPHIE

WEDDING PLANNER
ASPIRING



03

Work alongside industry experienced tutors in our own commercial florist, 
The Flower Studio, where you will gain first-hand experience of working in 
an exciting, fast-paced environment, creating floral masterpieces for paying 
customers. 

This is no average classroom!
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Industry Links

Level 2 Diploma Level 1 Diploma

Floristry Floristry

What will I study?
During this one-year course, you will create floral 
designs, arrangements and hand-tied bouquets 
while completing work experience in the industry 
with a local employer. 

You will learn how to identify and maintain the 
condition of plants and planted designs and 
plan and construct floral arrangements for 
weddings, funerals and large events.

What will I need?
You should have four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English and maths. 

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 Diploma in 
Floristry, or on to an apprenticeship.

What will I study?
This one-year course provides a great 
introduction to the industry and is perfect for 
those who have an interest and passion for 
floristry. 

Based in our commercial florist, The Flower 
Studio, you will produce basic tied designs and 
plant designs while exploring colour theory and 
cultivating herbs.

What will I need?
You do not need any formal qualifications, just 
passion and a commitment to your studies.

Progression
You could progress on to the level 2 Diploma in 
Floristry.
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The Northwest is home to a growing digital arts industry and key production studios for animation, 
games production and cinema visual effects, which means big employers are always looking for 
fresh talent! 

Designed by leading industry partners such as Ubisoft, Sony, Framestore, Blue Zoo, Double 
Negative and Sega, you will develop technical, artistic and programming skills that are crucial to you 
launching your career. You will also have the opportunity to work on a range of live briefs with local 
and regional employers.

Animator 
£14k - £26k+

3D Modeler    
£15k - £30k+

Quality 
Assurance Tester 

£20k - £30k+

Concept Artist  
£16k - £35k+

Games Developer 
£19k - £35k+

Level Editor 
£18k - £35k+

*Salary data collected from various sources, see page 160 for details, July 2019
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Connecting Classroom to Career

Visit www.sthelens.ac.uk/games for more information

AND VFX
GAMES, ANIMATION



Level 3 Extended Diploma

Games, Animation and 
VFX Skills 

What will I study?
This unique course, is designed by some of the 
world’s leading employers to ensure you have 
the necessary skills to succeed in the industry. 

You will master 3D modelling and animation 
using Autodesk Maya, concept your ideas in 
Adobe Photoshop, build unique games in Unreal 
Engine 4 and produce an extensive show reel 
portfolio.

What will I need?
You should have successfully completed the 
level 3 Diploma in Games, Animation and 
VFX Skills.

Progression
You could accrue up to 168 UCAS Tariff Points 
to take you to university.

You may choose to progress on to University 
Centre St Helens to study a creative arts degree 
such as BA (Hons) Game Art.

Level 3 Diploma

Games, Animation and 
VFX Skills

What will I study?
This one-year course will give you the entry-
level skills you need to work successfully in 
the industry. Written by industry professionals, 
this award-winning qualification offers you the 
chance to be a part of the next generation of 
leading talent. 

You will develop technical, artistic, maths 
and programming skills that are vital to the 
successful creation of any game, animation or 
visual effects sequence.

What will I need?
You should have four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English and/or maths, including 
an art and design based subject or portfolio of 
work.

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 Extended 
Diploma in Games, Animation and VFX Skills.
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Classroom
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Games, 
Animation and VFX Skills. 

University
Animation at Edge Hill University

Joined us from
Cansfield High School 

RYAN

ANIMATOR
ASPIRING

Our partnership with NextGen Skills Academy 
means our students have access to the 
most incredible learning environment, from 
masterclasses with leading figures in the industry 
to software used by top professionals!

This is no average classroom!

“I chose to study this course at 
St Helens College because it’s 
specialist and no other College offers 
anything like it!”

“The best part is having access to 
software that all of the industry 
professionals use such as Unreal 
Engine 4 and being able to work on 
live briefs with employers.”
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STUDENT ARTWORK

Riley Bushell - Level 3 Extended Diploma

Riley Bushell - Level 3 Extended Diploma
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Thomas McCahey - Level 3 Extended Diploma

Jodie Moss - Level 3 Extended Diploma
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Classroom
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Games, Animation 
and VFX Skills

University
Game Art at University Centre St Helens

Joined us from
De La Salle High School

“From working on gaming 
environments on industry 
standard software, to 
hearing from inspiring 
guest speakers from large 
organisations such as 
LEGO - I have loved every 
minute of my course. I can’t 
wait to start my journey to 
becoming a professional 
3D Artist.”

THOMAS

Connecting Classroom to Career

BRIGHT FUTURE
DESIGNING A 



Read Thomas’ story at
www.sthelens.ac.uk/Thomas



The UK has the second largest design industry in the world, and is recognised as an innovative 
leader with high quality designers. This means that now more than ever, employers are looking 
for talented individuals with the right mix of skills, creativity and imagination to change lives, 
communities and organisations for the better. 

Working on live briefs with local employers, is a crucial part of your course, alongside showcasing 
your work at our end of year show.

Graphic Designer  
£16k - £50k+

Advertising Art 
Director    

£18k - £60k+

Product Designer 
£19k - £50k+

Art Editor 
£18k - £40k+

Animator
£14k - £36k+

Illustrator 
£14k - £40k

*Salary data collected from various sources, see page 160 for details, July 2019
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Connecting Classroom to Career

Visit www.sthelens.ac.uk/graphicdesign or more information

GRAPHIC DESIGN



Level 3 Extended Diploma

Graphic Design

What will I study?
Throughout this advanced course, you will 
unleash your creativity across a range of 
disciplines from designing fonts, typefaces 
and magazine layouts to exploring digital and 
traditional illustration and studying 2D animation. 

You will build an extensive portfolio while 
working on live briefs and could also gain an 
Adobe Certified Associate qualification alongside 
your course.

What will I need?
You should have successfully completed the 
level 3 Foundation Diploma in Graphic Design.

Progression
You could accrue up to 168 UCAS Tariff Points 
to take you to university. 

You may choose to progress on to University 
Centre St Helens to study BA (Hons) Graphic 
Design.

Level 3 Foundation Diploma

Graphic Design

What will I study?
Throughout this one-year course, you will 
develop your imagination through the use of 
visual communication and contextual studies. 

You will explore ideas and concepts, 
typography, branding and graphics and you will 
use the latest Adobe software packages to give 
you the competitive advantage when you are 
ready to enter the industry.

What will I need?
You should have four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English and/or maths, and 
preferably an art based subject.

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 Extended 
Diploma in Graphic Design.
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Classroom
Level 3 Extended Diploma in 
Graphic Design

University
Graphic Design at University Centre 
St Helens

Joined us from
St Cuthbert’s Catholic High School 

Based in our Apple Mac studio using the latest 
software, you will build a portfolio of work across a 
range of disciplines with direct access to a creative 
community of practising artists, photographers 
and other arts professionals.

This is no average classroom!

“Meeting the tutors at an Open Event 
is when I knew that studying this 
course was the next step for me after 
school.”  

“Having the opportunity to work on 
a variety of live briefs with clients in 
the industry, has played a key part in 
my development of a broad range of 
skills and my portfolio.”ROSS

FREELANCE DESIGNER
ASPIRING
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STUDENT ARTWORK

Lucas Forsyth - Level 3 Extended Diploma

Alex Sephton - Level 3 Extended Diploma
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Dan Butler - Level 3 Extended Diploma

Ross Kelly - Level 3 Extended Diploma
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A career in hairdressing and barbering can take you anywhere in the world, from working in a spa, at 
a holiday resort or on film and TV, to cruise liners and even the theatre. It’s hard work but it’s exciting! 

Based in our commercial hairdressing salon, The Lounge, you will work with commercial clients, 
creating on trend hair designs, perfecting your cutting skills and discovering how to trim men’s facial 
hair with precision, whilst working with the latest brands such as L’Oréal.

Our technical routes enable you to specialise in the career of your choice while developing key 
technical skills to lead you to career success. You could achieve up to a Distinction *, equivalent to A* 
at A level.

Hairdresser
£14k - £25k+ 

Image Consultant    
£14k - £30k+ 

Barber
£14k - £25k+  

Senior Stylist  
£20k - £30k+ 

Colour Specialist 
£14k - £20k+ 

Salon Manager  
£20k - £30k+ 

*Salary data collected from various sources, see page 160 for details, July 2019
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Connecting Classroom to Career

Visit www.sthelens.ac.uk/hairdressing for more information

AND BARBERING 
HAIRDRESSING 



Level 3 Diploma

Hairdressing (Technical)

What will I study?
This one-year course is designed to prepare you 
for a successful career as an employed and/or 
self-employed Hairdresser/Stylist. Based in our 
commercial salon, you will practice your cutting, 
colouring and styling skills on paying clients.

There is also an opportunity to become a State 
Registered Hairdresser (SRH) with the Hair 
Council at the end of your course, an official 
recognition that is valued by employers.

What will I need?
You should have four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above and a level 2 Hairdressing qualification.

Progression
You could progress directly into employment.

Level 3 Certificate

Barbering

What will I study?
This one-year course explores a variety of 
techniques used to cut, trim, shape, and 
taper clients’ hair to perfection including facial 
hair maintenance, custom shaves and other 
grooming services. 

Working in a salon environment, you will 
also supervise and support your colleagues 
to ensure health and safety procedures are 
followed while providing an excellent customer 
experience. 

What will I need?
You should have successfully achieved a level 2 
Barbering qualification.

Progression
You could progress directly into employment. 
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Classroom
Level 2 Diploma in Hairdressing 
Studies

Career
Aspiring Hair Stylist

Joined us from
Haydock High School

NICOLE

HAIR STYLIST
ASPIRING

Develop your experience and skills in the 
workplace with an apprenticeship. Earn while 
you learn, and gain a recognised qualification at 
College. See page 28 to find out how you could 
benefit from studying an apprenticeship route. 

This is no average classroom!

“From a young age, I have always 
loved styling hair, taking inspiration 
from my mum who currently works in 
the industry.”

“I really enjoy working in the 
College’s commercial salon. Being 
able to practise my skills on paying 
clients has given me the confidence 
to secure an apprenticeship working 
in a local salon.”



03

Showcase your skills and talent at industry competitions, such as the annual 
Association of Hairdressers and Therapist Skills Show, whilst building your 
confidence in our commercial hairdressing salon, practising your skills on 
paying clients.

This is no average classroom!
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Industry Links

Level 2 Diploma Level 2 Diploma

Level 2 Certificate Level 1 Diploma

Hairdressing Studies Women’s Hairdressing 

Barbering Hairdressing

What will I study?
During this one-year course, you will practise 
your skills on commercial clients including 
cutting, colouring and styling. 

You will also learn how to conduct client 
consultations and master the art of shampooing 
and conditioning the hair and scalp, whilst 
providing impeccable customer service to create 
a relaxing environment. 

What will I need?
You should have four GCSEs at grade 3 or 
above, including English and maths.

Progression
You could progress directly into employment, on 
to the level 3 Diploma in Hairdressing or on to 
an apprenticeship.

What will I study?
During this one-year course you will explore 
everything from blow drying, styling and cutting 
hair to colouring, dressing and treating the 
hair and scalp, in our commercial salon, The 
Lounge.

You will gain insight from haircare specialists and 
local industry professionals with an opportunity 
to gain a membership that is recognised by the 
industry.

What will I need?
You should have four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English and maths

Progression
You could progress directly into employment, on 
to the level 3 Diploma in Hairdressing or on to 
an apprenticeship.

What will I study?
Throughout this one-year course, you will 
develop the skills, knowledge and experience 
to become a successful, employed and/or self-
employed men’s Hairdresser. 

Based in our commercial salon, you will 
enhance your cutting techniques when cutting 
men’s hair and facial hair. You will also provide 
client consultations and learn how to promote 
products and services to commercial clients.

What will I need?
You should have four GCSEs at grade 3 or 
above, including English and maths.

Progression
You could progress directly into employment, on 
to the level 3 Certificate in Barbering or on to an 
apprenticeship.

What will I study?
This one-year course is a great introduction 
to the industry. You will develop the skills and 
knowledge required to progress on to the next 
level of study and will have the opportunity to 
complete work experience within a salon setting. 

You will explore everything from dressing and 
styling hair, to colouring hair effectively and 
maintaining a professional image in the salon.

What will I need?
You do not need any formal qualifications, just 
passion and a commitment to your studies.

Progression
You could progress directly into employment, 
or on to a level 2 qualification in Hairdressing, 
Beauty or Hair and Media Makeup. 
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Working in health, social care and nursing is so varied and rewarding. Whether it is working in a 
clinical setting or in the community, you will feel like you have one of the best careers in the world. 

You will gain hands-on experience in real, healthcare environments alongside your course, taking 
advantage of our strong links with employers such as the NHS. 

You will also have the chance to gain first-hand insight from special guest speakers. 

Dental Nurse 
£18k - £30k+

Operating 
Department 
Practitioner   
£24k - £30k+

Healthcare 
Assistant 

£15k - £20k+

Midwife
£24k – £43k+

Residential Care 
Manager

£20k - £54k+

Social Worker 
£24k - £40k+

*Salary data collected from various sources, see page 160 for details, July 2019
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Connecting Classroom to Career

Visit www.sthelens.ac.uk/health for more information

AND NURSING 
HEALTH, SOCIAL CARE 



Level 3 Extended Diploma

Health and Social Care

What will I study?
This advanced two-year course, supported 
by NHS Trusts, Whiston Hospital and the 
Northwest Ambulance Service, combines work 
placements in settings such as specialist units, 
outpatient wards and care homes, with the 
theory undertaken in the classroom. 

You will explore everything from health 
promotion and health psychology to anatomy 
and medication in health and social care. If you 
are interested in an allied health career, this 
course could form part of a Cadetship. 

What will I need?
You should have five GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English and maths.

Progression
You could accrue up to 168 UCAS Tariff Points 
to take you to university. 

Alternatively, you could secure employment or a 
higher apprenticeship. 

Level 3 Certificate

Health and Social Care 
(Adult Care)

What will I study?
This nationally recognised care qualification 
allows you to understand and develop the skills 
needed for working and caring for adults in the 
sector.

During this course, you will explore care plans 
and roles and responsibilities in the sector 
and will also study safeguarding, equality and 
diversity. This qualification is also enhanced with 
mandatory work placements in the care sector 
to develop your confidence and employability 
skills.

What will I need?
You should have three GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English and/or maths.

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 Extended 
Diploma in Health and Social Care or directly 
into employment.
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Classroom
Level 3 Advanced Diploma in Dental 
Nursing

Career
Dental Nurse Apprentice at Corner 
Dental Surgery

Joined us from
Rainford High School

GRACE

DENTIST
ASPIRING

“An apprenticeship is a great, direct 
route into the industry! I have gained 
lots of invaluable experience learning 
on-the-job at Corner Dental Surgery.”

“I love studying anatomy, and 
one day I hope to progress on to 
university to study dentistry and 
complete a master’s degree in 
implantology.”

Develop your experience and skills in the 
workplace with an apprenticeship. Earn while 
you learn, and gain a recognised qualification at 
College. See page 28 to find out how you could 
benefit from studying an apprenticeship route. 

Fire up your career!



Faye

Read her full story at: 
www.sthelens.ac.uk/Faye

Classroom
Level 3 Advanced Diploma in Dental 
Nursing

Career
Dental Nurse at Bupa Dental Care

Joined us from
Lord Derby Academy
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Industry Links

Level 3 Advanced Diploma

Level 1 Certificate/DiplomaLevel 2 Certificate/Diploma

Dental Nursing

Health and Social CareHealth and Social Care 
(Healthcare Professions) 

What will I study?
During this one-year course, you will be based in 
an established dental practice. You will provide 
support during a range of dental treatments in 
addition to learning about restorative dentistry, 
prosthesis, endodontics, extraction and infection 
control.

This course is validated by the General Dental 
Council, which ensures that your learning is of 
the highest professional standard.

What will I need?
You should have GCSEs at grade 4 or above, 
including English, maths and one science subject.

Progression
You will be able to register with the General 
Dental Council (GDC) and could progress 
directly into employment.

What will I study?
This one-year course is a great introduction to 
health and social care, especially if you haven’t 
had the opportunity to explore this in school. 

You will learn everything from roles in the 
industry, principles and values of health and 
social care to healthy living, safeguarding, 
human growth and development. 

What will I need?
You should have two or more GCSEs at grade 2 
in English and/or maths.

Progression
You could progress on to the level 2 Certificate/
Diploma in Health and Social Care (Healthcare 
Professions). 

What will I study?
During this one-year course, you will have the 
opportunity to undertake a work placement to 
gain first-hand insight and experience of working 
in such an exciting industry. 

Alongside this, you will explore everything from 
anatomy, physiology, dementia, nutrition and 
healthcare practice to social psychology, mental 
health and alcohol awareness.

What will I need?
You should have four GCSEs at grade 3 or 
above, including English and maths.

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 Certificate 
in Health and Social Care (Adult Care) or the 
level 3 Extended Diploma.
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Classroom
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Health and Social Care

University
Psychology at Edge Hill University

Joined us from
St Edmund Arrowsmith (Whiston)

“I have always wanted a 
meaningful career where 
I am able to help others 
to overcome an illness. 
Studying a vocational 
course at St Helens College 
has made me more career 
focussed and has provided 
a direct stepping stone 
to achieving my chosen 
career as an Occupational 
Therapist.”

ALEX

Connecting Classroom to Career

HAND
A HELPING



Read Alex’s story at
www.sthelens.ac.uk/AlexT



Horticulture is such an exciting and important industry to work in. It plays a vital role in the creation of 
vegetables and plants, which contributes to the quality of our health and the environment we live in. 

Whether you want to work in a lab, at a historical site, at a botanical garden or even on a sporting 
pitch, the possibilities are endless and the earning potential is far reaching! 

With the great outdoors as your classroom, you’ll have an amazing time working in parks and 
gardens, developing all of the skills and knowledge required to cultivate your career.

Amenity 
Horticulturist 
£17k - £44k

Head Gardener 
£25k - £40k+ 

Landscape 
Architect 

£20k - £45k+ 

Greenkeeper
 £20k - £45k+ 

Sports Turf 
Manager 

£20k - £35k+

Botanist
£22k - £30k+

*Salary data collected from various sources, see page 160 for details, July 2019
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Connecting Classroom to Career

Visit www.sthelens.ac.uk/horticulture for more information

HORTICULTURE



Level 3 Diploma

Work-based Horticulture 

What will I study?
During this advanced one-year course, you will 
gain in-depth knowledge of amenity horticulture, 
with the opportunity to specialise in sports turf 
or decorative horticulture.

Based at various locations across the borough, 
you will be putting your skills into practice at 
country parks, historic gardens and sports 
facilities, in preparation for your career in the 
industry. 

What will I need?
You should have two GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, and a level 2 Work-based Horticulture 
qualification.

Progression
You could progress directly into employment.
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Classroom
Level 3 Horticulture Apprenticeship

Career
Landscaper at Kilbane Landscapes 

Joined us from
St Edmund Arrowsmith Catholic 
High School (Wigan) 

Develop your experience and skills in the 
workplace with an apprenticeship. Earn while 
you learn, and gain a recognised qualification at 
College. See page 28 to find out how you could 
benefit from studying an apprenticeship route. 

Fire up your career!

“I enjoy being outside and working in 
an environment which allows me to 
be active.” 

“I completed an apprenticeship instead 
of a full-time course because I felt 
ready to start working in the industry. 
My aim is to gain a broad range of skills 
across all areas of the company that 
I currently work for and then one day 
manage a team of my own.”DECLAN

LANDSCAPER
ASPIRING



03

Your classroom is the great outdoors, where you will gain valuable work 
experience with local and regional businesses, whilst developing your skills 
during community based projects.

This is no average classroom!
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Level 2 Diploma Level 2 Diploma

Level 1 DiplomaLevel 1 Diploma

Practical Horticulture Skills Work-based Horticulture 

Work-based Horticulture Practical Horticulture Skills 

What will I study?
During this one-year course, you will enhance 
your practical skills in the green spaces across 
the borough, while developing in-depth 
knowledge of plant identification and soil testing 
(PH). 

You will also gain experience of handling a 
variety of tools and equipment such as hedge 
trimmers, mowers and strimmers.

What will I need?
You should have successfully achieved a level 1 
Horticulture qualification. 

Progression
You could progress directly into employment.

What will I study?
Throughout this one-year course, you will work 
across a range of parks and open spaces to 
create decorative areas, establish and maintain 
plants and prepare ground. 

You will explore decorative horticulture practices, 
soft landscaping maintenance or greenkeeping, 
sports turf and sports ground maintenance.

What will I need?
You should have successfully achieved a level 1 
Horticulture qualification. 

Progression
You could progress directly into employment, 
or on to the level 3 Diploma in Work-based 
Horticulture.

What will I study?
This one-year course is a great introduction to 
horticulture and the industry as a whole, as you 
look after the green spaces in and around your 
local area. You will learn about all aspects of 
horticulture, including how to grow plants from 
seeds, landscaping, looking after turf and how 
to safely use tools and equipment.

What will I need?
You do not need any formal qualifications, just 
passion and a commitment to your studies.

Progression
You could progress on to the level 2 Diploma 
in Practical Horticulture Skills or the level 2 
Diploma in Work-based Horticulture. 

What will I study?
This one-year course introduces you to the 
industry and the practical skills required to 
progress on to the next level of study.

You will explore everything from creating 
hanging baskets and planting containers to 
preparing grounds for seeding or planting and 
applying organic mulch correctly.

What will I need?
You do not need any formal qualifications, just 
passion and a commitment to your studies.

Progression
You could progress on to the level 2 Diploma 
in Practical Horticulture Skills or the level 2 
Diploma in Work-based Horticulture. 

125



Based in our commercial Automotive Hub, you will develop your skills and knowledge working on 
real cars in our MOT bay, fast-fit department and spray booth.

All of our tutors are Institute of the Motor Industry (IMI) registered, ensuring that you are being 
taught by the very best in the industry and you will even have the chance to gain valuable work 
experience alongside your course. 

Many of our students have secured employment with their work placement employers such as 
Jaguar Land Rover and Howard Basfords. 

Fast Fit 
Technician 

£15k - £35k+

Auto Electrician  
£15k - £35k+ 

Dealership 
Manager  

£30k – £40k+ 

MOT Tester 
£22k - £27k+  

Vehicle Damage 
Assessor  

£25k - £35k+

Hybrid and 
Electrical Vehicle 

Technician 
£14k - £30k 

*Salary data collected from various sources, see page 160 for details, July 2019
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MOTOR VEHICLE



Level 3 Diploma

Light Vehicle Maintenance
and Repair Principles

What will I study?
During this advanced one-year course, you 
will be learning the theory behind the practical 
elements of light vehicle maintenance and repair 
principles. 

Based in our Automotive Hub, working with 
the latest advancements in technology, you will 
explore engine and electrical faults, repair and 
replace vehicle tyres, carry out wheel alignment 
and inspect steering suspension components.  

What will I need?
You should have successfully achieved a level 2 
Motor Vehicle qualification.

Progression
You could progress directly into employment or 
you may choose to become an MOT tester and 
our ATA inspection accreditation will help you to 
achieve this.

Level 3 Diploma

Vehicle Refinishing

What will I study?
This one-year, specialist course is designed for 
those looking to gain essential knowledge and 
skills to become a Vehicle Body Paint Refinisher 
working on a wide range of vehicles. 

Working in our Automotive Hub, including our 
spray booth, you will learn various preparation 
and application procedures, establish paint 
defects, diagnose and rectify paint faults, 
develop your knowledge of water-based paints 
and experience refinishing colour matching.

What will I need?
You should have four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English and maths, and 
preferably a level 2 Motor Vehicle qualification.

Progression
You could progress directly into employment.
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Classroom
Level 1 Diploma in Vehicle Accident 
Repair Principles

Career
Aspiring Paint Technician

Joined us from
St Edmund Arrowsmith (Ashton)

JAMIE

PAINT TECHNICIAN
ASPIRING

Develop your experience and skills in the 
workplace with an apprenticeship. Earn while 
you learn, and gain a recognised qualification at 
College. See page 28 to find out how you could 
benefit from studying an apprenticeship route. 

Fire up your career!

“I really enjoy working on cars and 
wanted to take my skills to the next 
level by learning how to provide 
body repairs and refinishing work to 
cars.”

“The workshops at the College are 
great, with the added opportunity 
to work on real cars. They even have 
their own spray booth and MOT bay!”



Level 3 Diploma 

Level 2 Diploma 

Vehicle Body Refinishing 

Light Vehicle Maintenance 
Repair 

What will I study?
Throughout this extensive one-year course, 
you will gain the in-depth knowledge and skills 
required to become a successful Vehicle Body 
Paint Operator in the industry. 

While developing your practical skills in our 
Automotive Hub, you will explore various paint 
defects, learn how to prepare and apply paint, 
understand how to diagnose and correct paint 
faults and establish paint defects. 

What will I need?
You should have successfully achieved a level 2 
Motor Vehicle qualification.

Progression
You could progress directly into employment.

What will I study?
Throughout this one-year course, you will 
develop your technical ability and skills on 
cars, while learning everything you need to 
know about light vehicles including chassis, 
transmission, engines and related systems.

You will fix faults using computerised diagnostic 
tools and industry standard equipment and will 
also use fabrication tools.

What will I need?
You should have successfully achieved a level 1 
Motor Vehicle qualification. 

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 Diploma in 
Light Vehicle Maintenance and Repair Principles.
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Level 2 Diploma 

Vehicle Accident Repair 
(Paint)

What will I study?
During this one-year course, you will enhance 
your skills and knowledge of accident repairs, 
with a more tailored focus on paint repair. 

Whilst developing your repair techniques, you 
will experience automotive paint mixing and 
application, while enhancing your knowledge 
of substrate identification. You will also apply 
topcoats and lacquers and rectify paint defects.

What will I need?
You should have successfully achieved a level 1 
Motor Vehicle qualification. 

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 Diploma in 
Vehicle Body Refinishing or the level 3 Diploma 
in Vehicle Refinishing.
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Vehicle Accident Repair 
(Body)

What will I study?
This one-year course builds on your skills and 
knowledge of vehicle accident repair, and body 
repair. 

Working in our Automotive Hub, you will learn 
how to remove and refit non-permanent, 
fixed body panels and exterior body panels 
while developing your MIG and spot welding 
skills. There is also an opportunity to explore 
Mechanical Electrical Trim (MET).

What will I need?
You should have GCSEs at grade 4 in English and 
maths, or a level 1 Motor Vehicle qualification. 

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 Diploma in 
Vehicle Body Refinishing, or level 3 Diploma in 
Vehicle Refinishing.
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Level 1 Diploma 

Vehicle Maintenance and 
Repair

What will I study?
This one-year course is a great introduction to 
the automotive industry. You will develop a strong 
foundation of skills and knowledge to enable you 
to progress on to the next level of study. 

Using a variety of tools and equipment, you will 
discover how spark and compression ignition 
engines work, explore lubrication, steering, 
braking and suspensions, while also gaining an 
understanding of electrical systems.

What will I need?
You should have GCSEs at grade 3 or above in 
English and maths. 

Progression
You could progress on to the level 2 Diploma in 
Light Vehicle Maintenance Repair.

Level 1 Diploma 

Vehicle Accident Repair 
Principles

What will I study?
This one-year course is a great introduction to 
the industry and will enable you to gain the skills 
and knowledge required to progress on to the 
next level of study. 

You will learn the basics of vehicle body 
repairs while developing your welding skills 
and experience of carrying out vehicle paint 
application in our Automotive Hub and fast-fit 
department. You will also have the opportunity 
to explore low carbon technologies.

What will I need?
You should have GCSEs at grade 3 or above in 
English and maths. 

Progression
You could progress on to the level 2 Diploma in 
Light Vehicle Maintenance and Repair.

Industry Links



Explore the world of sound in a creative and innovative environment, working alongside tutors who 
are active professionals in the music industry (and have even had their own record label!). 

Designed to meet the competitive demands of the industry, our courses transform your passion 
for music into your dream career. They help you to gain technical knowledge and skills in the latest 
software such as Cubase, Reason and Ableton Live and provide you with incredible opportunities 
to gain live experience. 

Music Promotions 
Manager 

£14k - £60k+

Recording Artist  
£12k - £100k+

Music Therapist 
£26k - £40k+

Sound Engineer 
£15k - £40k+

Radio Producer 
£15k - £37k+

Event Production 
Technician 
£15k - £35k+

*Salary data collected from various sources, see page 160 for details, July 2019
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MUSIC TECHNOLOGY



Level 3 Extended Diploma

Music Technology

What will I study?
Throughout this advanced course, you will 
gain specialist knowledge and skills in music 
production, sequencing and sound creation, 
songwriting and audio engineering, using the 
latest industry software and equipment. 

You will develop live sound techniques, learn 
how to compose music, and understand the 
importance of marketing and promotion while 
undertaking your own production project such 
as producing and editing your own track.

What will I need?
You should have successfully completed the 
level 3 Foundation Diploma in Music Technology.

Progression
You could accrue up to 168 UCAS Tariff Points 
to take you to university.

Alternatively, you could progress directly into 
employment.

Level 3 Foundation Diploma

Music Technology 

What will I study?
During this one-year course, you will develop 
your skills and knowledge of music technology 
and learn the theory behind musicianship.

You will explore music and sound for media and 
advance your studio recording techniques from 
mixing and mastering to creating synthesis and 
sampling. 

You will also have the chance to explore music 
enterprise opportunities. 

What will I need?
You should have five GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English and maths.

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 Extended 
Diploma in Music Technology.
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Classroom
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Music 
Technology

Career
Digital Marketing and Executive 
Assistant at Bold Management

Joined us from
St Edmund Arrowsmith Catholic 
High School (Whiston)

Develop your creative talent in our live recording 
studio and Apple Mac suite, working on live briefs 
and collaboration projects with employers, and 
gaining inspiration from trips to highly acclaimed 
recording studios and venues.

This is no average classroom!

“I’ve shared some amazing moments 
with my class and tutors!” 

“Studying music at College has 
changed my life. It gave me the 
confidence to study Music, Theatre 
& Entertainment Management at the 
Liverpool Institute for Performing 
Arts.”  LAUREN

BUSINESS OWNER
ASPIRING



03
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Level 2 Diploma

Music

What will I study?
During this one-year course, you will explore 
what it takes to succeed in the music industry 
while developing your experience of using 
the latest industry software used by global 
professionals. 

You will learn everything from sequencing, 
producing a recording and composing for visual 
media to investigating digital and mobile music 
technology and music products.

What will I need?
You should have two GCSEs at grade 4 and two 
GCSEs at grade 3.

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 Foundation 
Diploma in Music Technology. 
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Classroom
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Music Technology

Career
Aspiring Foley Artist

Joined us from
Wade Deacon High School

“My course has opened 
my eyes to new creative 
avenues that I never knew 
existed. Studying visual 
media, has inspired me to 
consider a role as a Foley 
Artist, working on sound for 
films and TV. However my 
ultimate dream is to pursue 
my music career with my 
band, Strangers.”

SEAN

Connecting Classroom to Career

OF SUCCESS
THE SOUND



Read Sean's story at
www.sthelens.ac.uk/Sean



Explore and develop your talent in our bespoke theatre, studios and workshops. From analysing 
the works of famous directors, practitioners and playwrights to adopting roles such as performer 
or director, you will be challenged and trained to compete with the very best in the industry.

Our Performing and Production Arts courses are approved by University of the Arts London, one 
of the leading performing arts universities in the country. This ensures that you have access to the 
most incredible learning environment.

Stage Manager 
£18k - £45k+

Sound Engineer 
£15k - £40k+ 

Drama Teacher  
£22k - £34k+ 

Musical Theatre 
Director  

£22k - £40k+ 

Actor/Actress  
£15k - £60k+ 

Music Therapist  
£26k - £40k+ 

*Salary data collected from various sources, see page 160 for details, July 2019

136

Connecting Classroom to Career

Visit www.sthelens.ac.uk/performingarts for more information

PERFORMING ARTS



Level 3 Extended Diploma

Performing and Production Arts

What will I study?
This intensive course, approved by University 
of Arts London, is specifically designed to train 
aspiring arts professionals.

Delivered by professional actors and 
choreographers, you will develop a broad range 
of performance skills and technical abilities, such 
as vocal skills, dance skills, physical theatre, TV 
acting and scriptwriting, all culminating in a live, 
end-of-year performance.

What will I need?
You should have successfully completed the 
level 3 Diploma in Performing and Production 
Arts.

Progression
You could accrue up to 168 UCAS Tariff Points 
to take you to university. 

You could progress on to BA (Hons) Theatre and 
Performance at University Centre St Helens.

Level 3 Diploma

Performing and Production Arts 

What will I study?
During this one-year course, approved by 
University of Arts London, you will develop your 
skills extensively across three main disciplines, 
acting, movement and voice. 

Learning in a collaborative environment, you will 
have the chance to build your skills and express 
your creativity in our interactive workshops. You 
will also take part in three scripted projects, one 
of which will be a musical. 

What will I need?
You should have three GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, or a level 2 Performing Arts qualification.

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 Extended 
Diploma in Performing and Production Arts, 
approved by University of Arts London.
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Classroom
Level 3 Extended Diploma in 
Performing and Production Arts

University
Theatre and Performance at 
University Centre St Helens

Joined us from
De La Salle High School

Take advantage of trips to London’s West End 
and theatres such as The Everyman in Liverpool, 
whilst performing to live audiences in our bespoke 
theatre and at external venues.

This is no average classroom!

“My course has made me feel so 
much more confident! I’ve had the 
chance to express myself through 
various styles of acting, including 
improv and comedy.”  

“I’ve had some amazing experiences, 
including visiting London’s West 
End and experiencing Broadway’s 
favourite, ‘Chicago’.”SOPHIE

COMEDY ACTRESS
ASPIRING



03

Caitlin

Read her full story at: 
www.sthelens.ac.uk/Caitlin

Classroom
Level 3 Extended Diploma in 
Performing and Production Arts

University
Theatre and Performance at 
University Centre St Helens

Joined us from
De La Salle High School
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Level 2 Diploma

Performing and Production Arts

What will I study?
This one-year course, approved by University 
of Arts London, provides a great introduction 
to the performing arts industry, especially if you 
have not had the opportunity to study GCSE 
Drama in school.

You will develop a broad range of performance 
skills, including vocal skills, TV acting, 
multi-media performance, dance skills and 
scriptwriting with the opportunity to progress 
on to the next level of study to enhance your 
technical abilities and knowledge of the industry.

What will I need?
You do not need any formal qualifications, just a 
passion and commitment to your studies. 

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 Diploma in 
Performing and Production Arts, approved by 
University of Arts London.
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From the creative imagery used by advertising photographers in magazines, to the compelling 
world of editorial photography, the camera’s ability to record the world around us creates an 
unlimited number of career opportunities in the industry. 

Exploring all aspects of the art, there will be plenty of opportunities with local and regional 
museums and galleries to showcase your work including collaborating on live projects with 
professional clients.

Photographer
£14k - £45k

Magazine Editor   
£15k - £40k

Cinematographer
£15k - £40k+

Digital Imaging 
Specialist  
£15k - £30k

Forensic 
Photographer 
£15k - £30k+

Photographic 
Technician 

£15k - £30k+

*Salary data collected from various sources, see page 160 for details, July 2019
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Level 3 Extended Diploma

Photography

What will I study?
During this course, you will explore a variety 
of locations to capture your visual ideas 
while experimenting with lighting, mastering 
camera control and learning traditional and 
contemporary practices.

You will also discover portraiture, landscape, still 
life and mixed media and will undertake exciting 
projects to build an extensive portfolio.

What will I need?
You should have successfully completed the 
level 3 Foundation Diploma in Photography.

Progression
You could accrue up to 168 UCAS Tariff Points 
to take you to university.

You may choose to progress on to University 
Centre St Helens to study a creative arts degree 
such as BA (Hons) Photography or FdSc Media 
Production.

Level 3 Foundation Diploma

Photography

What will I study?
Throughout this one-year course you will 
develop your photography skills through a range 
of practical and theoretical units. 

These units include visual recording, exploring 
the work of photographers, developing your 
awareness of the ‘creative process’, and 
discovering techniques and processes relating 
to your specialism.

What will I need?
You should have four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English and/or maths, and an 
art and design related subject.

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 Extended 
Diploma in Photography.
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Classroom
Level 3 Extended Diploma in 
Photography

University
Photography at University of Chester

Joined us from
Haydock High School

Based in our studio space and dark room, using 
industry cameras, equipment and editing software, 
you will transform your passion for photography 
into a creative profession.

This is no average classroom!

“My tutors were brilliant - they made 
the whole experience for me and 
were always on hand to help!”

“I’ve had some amazing experiences 
on the course, from visiting some of 
my favourite art galleries in Liverpool, 
to having the opportunity to do 
location and street photography. I’ve 
loved every minute!”CHARLOTTE

FOOD PHOTOGRAPHER
ASPIRING



Aimee Gleaves - Level 3 Extended Diploma
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STUDENT WORK
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Charlotte Abrathat - Level 3 Extended Diploma

Liam Cox - Level 3 Extended Diploma
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This industry plays a vital role in the welfare and also the safety of people here in the UK and 
abroad, whether on the front-line, or behind the scenes. This means there are so many career 
opportunities for you to make a real difference at a local, national or international level! 

You’ll develop your team working, problem-solving and navigation skills and will have the 
opportunity to take part in everything from adventurous activities and advanced physical training to 
masterclasses with industry professionals. 

Chartered Legal 
Executive 

£15k - £50k+ 

Royal Marines 
Officer   

£25k - £31k+

Civil Servant 
£15k - £30k+  

Border Force 
Officer 

£23k - £31k+

Public Affairs 
Consultant 

 £18k - £30k+

Probation 
Services Officer

£22k - £27k+ 

*Salary data collected from various sources, see page 160 for details, July 2019
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UNIFORMED SERVICES
PUBLIC AND



Level 3 Extended Diploma

Entry to the Uniformed 
Services 

What will I study?
During this advanced course, you will gain 
crucial communication, map reading and 
navigation skills. You will also explore current 
affairs, conflict management and international 
organisations.

Whether you choose to secure employment or 
progress on to university first, our tutors prepare 
you mentally and physically for either option.

What will I need?
You should have successfully completed the 
level 3 Certificate/Diploma in Entry to the 
Uniformed Services.

Progression
You could accrue up to 168 UCAS Tariff Points 
to take you to university. 

Alternatively, you could progress directly into 
employment, or on to the recruitment and 
selection process for the armed forces or 
uniformed service of your choice. 

Level 3 Certificate/Diploma

Entry to the Uniformed 
Services

What will I study?
This one-year course is designed to prepare you 
to enter the public or uniformed service of your 
choice. 

Whilst developing your physical fitness in our 
gym, studio and the great outdoors, you will 
also take part in water-based activities, whilst 
learning about mental and physical wellbeing.

Build crucial leadership skills by taking part in 
sports coaching activities, where you will learn 
what it takes to be a successful leader. 

What will I need?
You should have four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English and/or maths.

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 Extended 
Diploma in Entry to the Uniformed Services.
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Classroom
Level 3 Diploma for Entry to the 
Uniformed Services

Career
Aspiring Army Intelligence 
Communicator

Joined us from
Up Holland High School

As a leading Northwest recruiter for the Royal 
Navy, you will work closely with forces personnel 
whilst having the opportunity to go on exciting 
trips to various Army Reserves and outdoor 
adventure activities.

This is no average classroom!

“The course has improved my 
physical fitness and I loved being 
able to track my self-improvement, 
both physically and mentally.”

“The course has inspired me to work 
towards a career in the Armed Forces. 
I’ve now completed my initial training 
and I’m in the process of undertaking 
further training in relation to my role.”EMILIE

COMMUNICATOR
INTELLIGENCE

ASPIRING ARMY



Orla

Read her full story at: 
www.sthelens.ac.uk/Orla

Classroom
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Public 
and Uniformed Services

University
Criminal Justice at University Centre 
St Helens

Joined us from
De La Salle High School
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Level 2 Diploma Level 1 Certificate/Diploma

Entry to the Uniformed 
Services

Entry to the Uniformed 
Services

What will I study?
During this one-year course, you will train and 
prepare for a career in the armed forces or other 
uniformed service of your choice. 

While exploring different aspects of your 
physical fitness, you will have the opportunity to 
participate in competitive sports or adventurous 
activities, undertake voluntary experience and 
understand service routine.

What will I need?
You should have four GCSEs at grade 3 or 
above, including English and maths.

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 Certificate/
Diploma in Entry to the Uniformed Services.

What will I study?
This one-year course is a great introduction to 
the uniformed services. Alongside building your 
fitness in our sports facilities, you will investigate 
employment opportunities in the industry.

You will also develop your self-discipline and 
team working skills, in addition to participating 
in outdoor adventure activities and competitive 
sports.

What will I need?
You should have two or more GCSEs at grade 2 
or above in English and/or maths.

Progression
You could progress on to the level 2 Diploma in 
Entry to the Uniformed Services.
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Training in our exercise studio, gym and outdoor adventure facilities, you will learn the theory and 
practice behind sport, exercise, health and fitness. 

Whether you want to become a fitness instructor, personal trainer, community sports coach or PE 
teacher, this is the first step towards an exciting career. 

Previous students have progressed to university, secured exciting new roles in the industry or have 
enhanced their performance competing globally for Team GB!

Nutritionist 
£24k - £37k+ 

Health Promotion 
Specialist   

£22k - £35k+

Physiotherapist
£24k - £43k+

Fitness Instructor 
£14k - £30k+

Sports Coach 
£15k - £35k+

Sports Therapist 
£17k - £35k+

*Salary data collected from various sources, see page 160 for details, July 2019
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HEALTH AND FITNESS
SPORT, EXERCISE,



Level 3 Extended Diploma

Sport and Physical Activity

What will I study?
During this advanced course, you will gain 
practical skills and an understanding of the 
sport and physical activity sector. A work 
placement within a sports setting will boost your 
experience, career prospects and university 
application. 

You will learn everything there is to know about 
sports development, athlete lifestyles, fitness 
training and sports massage.

What will I need?
You should have successfully completed the 
level 3 Diploma in Sport and Physical Activity.

Progression
You could accrue up to 168 UCAS Tariff Points 
to take you to university.

You may choose to progress on to FdSc 
Exercise, Health and Fitness at University Centre 
St Helens.

Level 3 Diploma

Sport and Physical Activity

What will I study?
During this one-year course, you will gain 
practical skills and experience to enable you to 
successfully launch your career in the industry. 

Whilst exploring team sports and exercise for 
healthy living, you will develop your fitness 
levels, learn about exercise prescription and 
nutrition and enhance your coaching and 
leadership skills to help you excel in the field.

What will I need?
You should have four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English and/or maths.

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 Extended 
Diploma in Sport and Physical Activity.
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Classroom
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Sport 
and Exercise Science

University
Sports Therapy at University of 
Central Lancashire 

Joined us from
Cowley International College

AMY

MASSAGE THERAPIST
ASPIRING SPORTS

You will have access to some amazing facilities to 
enable you to develop both your skills and physical 
fitness, such as our fully-equipped gym, exercise 
studio and the great outdoors!

This is no average classroom!

“I’ve been involved in sports since 
the age of 5 and was a national 
competing Rhythmic Gymnast for 11 
years.” 

“My course has helped me to build 
my physical abilities while developing 
my knowledge of sports massage 
and anatomy, as I hope to become a 
qualified Sports Massage Therapist.” 
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Industry Links

Level 2 Certificate Level 2 Certificate 

Activity Leadership
(Sports Coaching) Gym/Fitness Instructor

What will I study?
During this one-year course, you will learn what 
it takes to become a successful Sports Coach. 
You will develop essential coaching skills and 
techniques, with the opportunity to specialise in 
football and rugby. 

A key part of this course is also understanding 
how to plan and run your own sessions, which 
you will experience during work placements with 
children between the ages of six and 12.

What will I need?
You should have four GCSEs at grade 3 or 
above, including English or maths.

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 Diploma in 
Sport and Physical Activity. 

What will I study?
With this one-year vocationally recognised 
qualification, you will gain a license to practice 
and develop essential knowledge of working 
and managing a leisure facility such as a gym, 
while gaining work experience in the industry.

Alongside developing your own physical fitness, 
you will learn about anatomy and physiology, 
how to successfully lead fitness sessions and 
how to plan an effective training programme for 
a client.

What will I need?
You should have four GCSEs at grade 3 or 
above, including English or maths.

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 Diploma 
in Sport and Physical Activity or directly into 
employment. 
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Classroom
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Sport and Physical 
Activity

Career
Inspiring Athlete with Team GB

Joined us from
De La Salle High School

“I fell in love with sports after 
joining my first swim club at 
the age of 10. I now compete 
nationally for Team GB’s Age 
Group, Triathlon Team, where 
I recently won gold at the 
European Championships in 
Russia! My tutors have been 
great at supporting me and 
fitting in my studies around 
my training.”

EMMA

Connecting Classroom to Career

GOLD
STRIKING



Read Emma’s story at
www.sthelens.ac.uk/Emma



Airport operations, cabin crew and holiday representatives play an important role in the delivery of the 
customer experience, so you will learn all about different cultures to provide a first class experience.

From work experience with Eurocamp in Holland, to water survival training and meeting big 
employers like Jet2.com and Thomas Cook, your course is enriched with lots of trips and activities. 

Many of our students have progressed on to university, while others have secured employment with 
some of the world’s top airlines and airports such as British Airways, Virgin Atlantic and Manchester 
Airport.

Cabin Crew 
£14k - £30k+

Tourism Officer 
£19k - £30k 

 Marketing 
Executive  

£18k - £30k+ 

Airline Customer 
Service Agent 

£13k - £30k  

Events Manager 
£17k - £45k+ 

Travel Consultant 
£14k - £30k 

*Salary data collected from various sources, see page 160 for details, July 2019
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Connecting Classroom to Career

Visit www.sthelens.ac.uk/travel for more information

TRAVEL AND TOURISM



Level 3 Extended Diploma Level 3 Diploma

Travel and Tourism Travel and Tourism

What will I study?
During this advanced course, you will develop 
your awareness of the latest travel trends, both 
nationally and internationally and gain valuable 
work experience within the industry. You will also 
understand the importance of marketing and 
responsible tourism, and discover what it takes 
to become a successful holiday representative. 

You will investigate the cruise industry and 
explore retail travel operations and events 
management. 

What will I need?
You should have successfully achieved the level 
3 Diploma in Travel and Tourism.

Progression
You could accrue up to 168 UCAS Tariff Points 
to take you to university.

Alternatively, you could progress directly into 
employment.

What will I study?
This one-year course is designed to help 
prepare you for a successful career in the 
travel industry. You will have the opportunity 
to enhance your knowledge and awareness of 
marketing and business within the international 
travel industry.

You will also explore areas of customer service 
and entertainment, whilst understanding the 
roles and responsibilities of overseas resort 
representatives and tour operations.

What will I need?
You should have five GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English and maths.

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 Extended 
Diploma in Travel and Tourism.
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Classroom
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Travel 
and Tourism 

University
International Tourism Management at 
University of Northampton

Joined us from
Byrchall High school 

Take part in wet drill training, familiarisation flights, 
and trips in the UK and abroad, whilst gaining 
insight from guest speakers and developing your 
skills in our mock aircraft and baggage check-in 
desk.

This is no average classroom!

“I love studying Travel and Tourism! 
My dream is to travel the world and 
secure a managerial role within 
international business.”

“I’ve had some amazing experiences 
on the course, from working alongside 
the Eurocamp team in Holland, to 
globe trotting our way to Iceland to 
explore their bustling tourism industry.”SOPHIE

TOURISM MANAGER
ASPIRING



Olivia

Read her full story at: 
www.sthelens.ac.uk/Olivia

Classroom
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Travel 
and Tourism 

Career
Air Cabin Crew at British Airways

Joined us from
The Deanery High School



T
R

A
V

E
L A

N
D

 TO
U

R
IS

M

Industry Links

Level 2 Diploma Level 2 Diploma

Level 1 DiplomaLevel 2 Diploma

Travel and Tourism Aviation Environment 

Travel and Tourism Cabin Crew

What will I study?
During this one-year course, you will enhance 
your knowledge of customer service and retail 
travel services while exploring visitor attractions 
and the role of resort representatives and tour 
operations. 

You will also discover the importance of 
promotional activities in travel and tourism by 
conducting market research or creating effective 
promotional materials for target markets.

What will I need?
You should have four GCSEs at grade 3 or 
above, including English and maths. 

Progression
You could progress on to the level 3 Diploma in 
Travel and Tourism.

What will I study?
During this one-year course you will discover 
what it is like to work in passenger services, 
checking in and boarding passengers, in 
addition to providing dispatch, baggage and 
ramp services.

You will also have the opportunity to explore 
aircraft marshalling and understand how to load 
instruction reports alongside gaining insight from 
aviation professionals.

What will I need?
You should have four GCSEs at grade 4 or 
above, including English and maths. 

Progression
You could progress on to the level 2 Diploma 
in Cabin Crew or progress directly into 
employment. 

What will I study?
This one-year course is a great introduction to 
the travel and tourism industry. You will explore 
the importance of customer service and the role 
of an overseas resort representative. 

You will also have the opportunity to gain insight 
from experienced industry guest speakers and 
go on exciting trips to enhance your learning.

What will I need?
You do not need any formal qualifications, just a 
passion and commitment to your studies. 

Progression
You could progress on to the level 2 Diploma 
in Travel and Tourism, the level 2 Diploma in Air 
Cabin Crew, or the level 2 Diploma in Aviation 
Environment. 

What will I study?
Throughout this one-year course, you will 
participate in a familiarisation flight with 
Jet2.com, spend time behind the scenes 
at international airports and develop your 
knowledge in our mock aircraft cabin. 

You will also take part in emergency 
evacuations, fire and smoke cabin procedures, 
life raft simulation and safety demonstrations to 
prepare you for your career in the sky.

What will I need?
You should have four GCSEs at grade 4 or above 
including English and maths. You will need to be 
aged 18 upon completion of this course. 

Progression
You could progress directly into employment. 
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Classroom
Level 2 Diploma in Air Cabin Crew

Career
Inspiring Cabin Crew at Jet2.com

Joined us from
St John Fisher Catholic High School (Wigan)

“My tutors have equipped 
me with the essential skills 
and knowledge I need to 
succeed in the aviation 
industry! Their strong 
employer links created 
some amazing experiences, 
including a familiarisation 
flight with Jet2.com to 
Tenerife. Now I am living my 
dream, doing what I love.”

MATT

Connecting Classroom to Career

WINGS OF SUCCESS
FLYING ON THE



Read Matt’s story at
www.sthelens.ac.uk/Matt
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This prospectus has been produced as a guide and was correct at time of 
going to print. St Helens College reserves the right to amend, remove and add 
courses in the future. We also reserve the right to amend course entry criteria. 
This prospectus cannot be considered contractual and we accept no liability 

for inaccurate statements. Careers information was correct at time of going to 
print. Information from EMSI Career Coach, National Careers Service, Labour 

Market Information (LMI), Liverpool Enterprise Partnership and Prospects.



YOUR JOURNEY STARTS HERE

WEDNESDAY 9TH OCTOBER 2019
THURSDAY 7TH NOVEMBER 2019
WEDNESDAY 5TH FEBRUARY 2020
 WHERE TO GO:
For courses in Engineering, Construction, 
Motor Vehicle and Animal Management:
The STEM Centre, Technology Campus,
Pocket Nook Street, St Helens WA9 1TT

For all of our other vocational courses 
and A Level Academy:
Town Centre Campus,
Water Street, St Helens WA10 1PP

OPEN 
EVENTS

Our students often say to us that they found an Open Event visit 
incredibly helpful. So take their advice and drop in to explore and 
experience student life at St Helens College.



So now it’s all about you. After looking through this prospectus, you should start to get some 
kind of idea about what you would like to do once you have finished your GCSEs. 

We have lots of events taking place so that you can explore your subject interests, meet 
tutors and make your final decision. 

Find out what comes next and the steps that you need to take, in order to secure your place 
at St Helens College.

Open Event

01

Our students often say to us 
that they found an Open Event 
visit incredibly helpful. So take 
their advice and drop in to 
experience student life at St 
Helens College. 

Time To 
Choose

02

Once you’ve had a look through 
this prospectus and attended an 
Open Event, you should have a 
clearer idea of what you want to 
study. If you are not sure, don’t 
worry, we will provide lots of 
support and guidance to help 
you make your decision.  

Submit Your 
Application

03

Apply online at 
www.sthelens.ac.uk/apply or 
collect an application form from 
either the Town Centre Campus 
or STEM Centre, Technology 
Campus reception and hand it 
back in.

STEPS
NEXT



Interview 
Event

04

Once you have submitted your 
application form, you will then 
need to attend an Interview 
Event. You will meet your tutors, 
find out more about what you 
will study and secure your place 
ready for September. Friends 
and family are welcome to come 
along too. Find out more at 
www.sthelens.ac.uk/interview 
and book your interview slot.

Experience 
Day

05

Come along to our 
Experience Day in July. You will 
have the opportunity to make 
new friends on your course, get 
involved in fun activities in your 
subject choice and meet the 
tutors. Why not bring a friend 
along too? 

Enrolment

06

Once you have collected your 
GCSE results, drop in to College 
to enrol on your course, 
collect your student ID and pick 
up any other information you 
might need such as financial 
support or help with your English 
and maths.
 

Social MediaContact
General Enquiries,
Careers Advice and 
Guidance:
0800 99 66 99
enquire@sthelens.ac.uk

@sthelenscollege
/sthelenscollege
sthelenscollege
sthelenscollege



/sthelenscollege

www.sthelens.ac.uk
0800 99 66 99

enquire@sthelens.ac.uk


